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Prologue: The Word

A person who holds my admiration is Jesus, who sometimesis called the Logos or Word of God. If Jesus was Word, what was
his message? The message was and i s— For giveness and mer cy. Was his message Retaliation? Was hismessage, “ Bomb all those
who might have a connection to your so-called enemy?’ | repeat what | think was his Word— Forgiveness.

What is Forgiveness? Forgiveness is hard to define. | believe it has to do with mercy and kindness, and wishing for the
fulfillment of all people, including enemies.

But as we are al different, we each compose our own definition of forgiveness, which brings us up against another logos
word, which is dialogue.

My theory or belief or hope about thisbooklet isthat it will be adialogue, that when you have opposing theories, you will let
me and the whole concerned community know about your opinion, and the reasons and facts behind your beliefs.

You may feel that | over-use the words perhaps, may be, and seem. To use the opposite kind of words makes usfeel safe. We
feel safe when we believe that those in authority who speak with authoritative words, know what they are talking about.
Following authoritative leaders who don’t really know, can get us into trouble. We must learn to think for ourselves.

Thus, when | use qualifying words, | am asking you to rethink the ideas that have been handed down to us by wise elders.
They may be right. Then again, they may have wanted us to feel more secure in our submission to their authority.

If you would liketo add or to subtract from any of the theories herein, please feel freeto write to Kim Pathwaysand give your
input. The more we communicate with one ancther, the greater will be our knowledge of our beginnings and our destiny.

Knowledgeincreases mercy.

Published by Kim Pathways
| SBN: 1-892063-08-5
March 21, 2002



Chapter 1
| Do Not Know
| Was Not There

Theories, Myths, Assertions, Hypotheses,
Parables

The purpose of thisbooklet isto set down sometheories
that talk about events,— past, present, and even future. It
ismy hope that the reader will recognize, and be ableto
sort out the differences between theories, facts, and other
assertions. A theory is a speculation that arises out of an
analysisof aset of factsthat appear to havearelationship
to each other. A theory is often seen as a more or less
plausible or scientifically accepted principle offered to
explain certain observed phenomena. It might also be
defined as an educated guess, but itsintention isto bring
thelight of truthuponasituation. Thereisadesiretosolve
a puzzle through the proposal of atheory coupled with
further investigationsof thedata. Therearemany puzzles
in the history of humankind still waiting to be solved.
There are theories that have been accepted as fact, as a
result of unthinking repetition.

A myth is a story, the origin of which is forgotten.
Mythsweretold to teach some truth or to influence chil-
dren or those less knowledgeable into good behavior.
Myths may betrue or may be purely imaginary. Takefor
instance, the story of SantaClaus. A real person does not
usually drop down chimneysin the middle of the night,
in al the corners of the world at the same moment of
time. However, real love and kindness can occur on al
the hearths of the earth simultaneously. The myth may
be speaking to possihilities of compassion with al hu-
mankind, and naming this possibility Santa Claus. Myths
need to be interpreted. They are often told in religious
groupsto substantiate claimsof origin or to givereasons
for aparticular belief. Often myths deal with the actions
of “gods’ or godlike beings or even animals treated as
human beings, who lived long ago.

Assertions are statements made to claim or vindicate
one's rights or position, or to demand or compel recog-
nition. They may be true or false, as when an accused
person defends his innocence. They depend on further
information. St. ThomasAquinas, in De modo studendi,
back in the year 1265, said, “An assertion isasvalid as
the arguments on which it rests.”

An hypothesis is a provisional conjecture which de-
pends on facts that are given or surmised. A hypothesis
may denote any assumption that does not have proof,
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whileatheory often comes accompani ed with established
factsthat it can rest on.

Parables also attempt to make evident a truth using
the medium of story telling. They are short fictitious nar-
ratives from which amoral or spiritual teaching can be
drawn. The characters in the story are not necessarily
godlike. Many different interpretations can be drawn
from the same parable.

Plan of This Booklet

In this booklet | plan to set down a hodgepodge of
questionable information consisting of words | have
read, facts| havebelieved, arguments| have heard, ideas
that have been proposed, and dreamsthat | havedreamed.
All this assorted information naturally leads up to theo-
ries that seem reasonable to me. These ruminations are
not assertions, but theories. | am not trying to prove
validity. | am proposing theoriesand looking for general
input, opposing opinions, and open discussion.

Often, professors assume they know all there is to
know, and statetheoriesasfacts. For instance, many grade
school teachers have taught as if they believed firmly
that Columbus discovered America. This suppositionis
clearly not true. The formulators of this belief should
have proposed this information as a theory, and then
European colonists and their descendents might have
been more respectful of the Amerindians. A book by
Francis Jennings, The Founders of America quotes the
words of a Pueblo man, “We have lived upon this land
from days beyond history’s records.” He clearly had a
different opinion about Columbusthat should have been
recoghized.

Opinions to Be Considered

There are countless very intelligent individuals who have
spent lifetimesdigging out information about humankind' s
beginnings. Cosmol ogists specul ate about the universe and
the cosmic origins of the earth. Astronomers can calculate
thepositionsthestarsheldinancient timesand surmisewhat
explosionsof nebulaewerevisibleto our ancestors. Paleon-
tologists work on old bones. Archaeologists investigate
cultural remainsthat have beenleft behind by earlier people
and civilizations. Dendrologists pinpoint previous periods
of time by comparing tree ring markings with the climates
of archaeologica periods. Mythologists interpret the rea-
sonshbehind old myths. Linguistics, the study of languages,
and genetics, the study of genes and heredity, give hintsas
to the travel of different tribal groups across the world.
Theologians, intheir seeking of knowledge about the super-
natural, come up with critical and historical data about
variousreligionsand religiousideas. Last, but not least, we
areto listen to our friends and neighbors. When ordinary
people find tablets with strange writing during a non-
scientific excavation or recreationa field trip, scientists
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should be ready to assist in working out ties to previous
residents and cultures.

| liketo think that my specidlity isarchaeo-theology. An
archaeo-theologian considers the misty beginnings of hu-
mankind from atheological viewpoint asking, “What gods
did they worship?’ “What idols did they create?’ “What
rules and regulations did they make to pacify their gods?’
“What stories did they tell that help us to understand their
beginnings, their philosophies, and their souls?’

Inthiscollecting of knowledge and proposing of theo-
ries, | will try to keep up the emphasis that the state-
ments are only theories. They will not just be my theo-
ries; some of them will be other peopl € stheories. When
| credit someone else with aninspirational theory, | may
not be able to understand too well what and why they
believe as they do. Whenever | come to a theory that
needs more discussion, | hopeto leave readers plenty of
room to make up their own minds.

Information from The Holy Scriptures

In searching for the roots of language and the beginnings
of humankinds' understandings about their beliefs in
what iseternal, | don’t want to destroy anyone’ sfaith, or
demolish any institutions, or negate any wiseinterpreta-
tions of scriptures. | hopeto build onthevisionsof early
peoples and to increase the solidarity of present people
with each other. My dream is to help all people to be
compassionatewith all peopleacrossthe earth. Learning
about past cultures hel psusto empathize with thosewho
havegonebefore. It al so broadensour horizonsregarding
the present population of the earth. Suchlearning canaid
us in constructing a viable future for our children and
their children. Knowledge increases mercy.

Besides oral myths passed down by word of mouth,
thereare written recordsthat increase our knowledge of
early people. There are many inspiring books written to
tell people how to live good lives. We call some of these
books “Holy Scriptures.” The Bible is one of these spe-
cial books, in which we find what many believe to be
God's messages to human beings. The input matter of
the Bible came through an enculturated writer using
enculturated material, and an ancient writing and lan-
guage. When we read the Bible we interpret it from our
cultural viewpoint, our persona biases, and using our
modern day language. We know that about 3000 years
ago, inthereignsof David and Solomon or shortly there-
after, in the land of Israel, that much of the Holy Scrip-
tures that we call the Old Testament, was written down,
but very few of ustoday, or perhaps no one today, can
correctly trandate all the Old Testament writings. There
have been many tranglations, into many languages, but
therearestill questionsasto thevalidity of thesetransla-
tions. Are the verbs present tense? Have the nouns

changed their meanings? Do the words of the prophet Isaiah
in English really reflect what was said in ancient Hebrew?
| was not part of that culture. | do not know the answers.

Where did the storiesrelated inthe Bible originate? They
werederived from similar storiesthat had been passed down
orally through the ages. They were finally committed to
scrolls in the land of Isragl in a bygone writing. As they
were set down in writing, perhaps for the first time, we
tend to put our trust in the biblical version of the story, and
may consider it asthe first version, forgetting its oral ante-
cedents. The biblical versions are certainly trustworthy.
There may be name changes inserted to make a particular
version of a story more acceptable to a specific audience.
There may beincorrect interpretations of written words by
later day trandators, asearly writing was easy for later trans-
latorsto misinterpret. The letters were quite different from
|etters today, and vowels may have been omitted entirely.
Inthe present time, we gtill havetrouble getting to aperson’s
meaning, even when we speak the same language. Today in
our English language, we have standardized spellings and
rulesof grammar. However, different countriessuch asUSA,
Canada, Wales, and England can pronounce and spell En-
glish words differently, and may have different definitions
for the same word. As an example, take the word cool. It
may describethetemperature of the weather, or it may mean
an exciting event or article of clothing.

L ook at the handwriting on the wall, described in the
Holy Scriptures, The Book of Daniel, Chapter 5. The
wise men of thekingdom could not interpret the writing,
“MENE, MENE, TEKEL, U-PHARSIN.” When Daniel
interprets these word (in the King James Version of the
Bible), the last word changes somewhat radically to
“PERES,” and thewhole phraseisinterpreted in asome-
what lengthy manner as, “Thy kingdom is divided and
given to the Medes and the Persians.” It is possible that
PERES inthe King James Version might equal Persians.
Another possibility isthat PHARSIN might equal Farse,
or the language of the Medes and the Persians, but the
rest of the tranglation about division seemsto uswho are
uninitiated, to spring from Daniel’s imagination. There
just aren’t enough lettersto put in place all thetrang ated
words. We suspect that each letter might equal awhole
word.

When the Bible was first written, what language was
it written in and what script was used? Was it Hebrew?
Wasit Mycenae Linear B? Some Psalms have been found
written in Ancient Egyptian. In this country today, most
of us have our Biblesin English. There are many trans-
lationsin English. Some are very modern, like The Way.
Some are rather antique, like the King James Version
that the Gideons place in motel rooms. My favorite ver-
sion is the Jerusalem Bible. It was first translated into



French (from the earlier languages) and then the French
wastrandated into English. The Bibleis perhapsthe most
translated book in the world. Parts of it have been trans-
lated into more than 1000 languages.

Language and Laws

Thelarge number of biblical translationsisareminder to
usthat thereare more than onethousand languagesinthe
world, and these languages are abl e to be written down.
How did we ever get so many languages and so many
different ways of writing them?| find the whole process
hardtoimagine. Tribesin secluded areasmight start with
thesamelanguage, but being separated and having differ-
ent experiences would cause them to develop different
words. Traders could use sign language and writetallies
of their goodson sticks, but needed more preciseways of
keeping track of their business.

Astraders and tribes moved around the earth, the in-
formation envelope of the earth expanded. Animals can
make meaningful noise, and often seem to develop be-
havior codes, but they do not have the gift of speech.
Human beingswere given speech asaspecial aidto help
them figure out how to get along with each other. They
could talk and compare notes about optimum behavior
for their societal groups and for the trading affairs be-
tween different groups. They could establish rules for
keeping their families under control and also rules for
warfare. They could write these thoughts down, and that
somehow made them more official. They made tablets
of law, and statements of creed. People formed societal
and religious governments who could point to the law,
and thus commend or condemn each other. Our behav-
ior islinked to the society we inhabit.

Advantages and Disadvantages of Creeds
Societiessearch for waysand meansto keep order by use
of authorities and laws, but unless we listen and give
respecttotheneedsof all people, wewill continueto have
dissenters and be subject to uprisings. When religious
groups made statements of their beliefs, thisbound their
group or tribe together. Thiswas good, but such binding
had the unfortunate effect of excluding anyone who had
avaryingbelief. Mostreligiousgroupscanfindfault with
the beliefs of any outside group. Creeds make citizens
think about their responsibilities, but they may cause
serious divisions in our world society.

What is needed is a worldwide creed for the protec-
tion of the earth and its inhabitants. We should have an
accepted mission statement that pertains to al the na-
tions. We have starter documentsin The Declaration of
Human Rights of the United Nations and The Declara-
tion Toward a Global Ethic by the Parliament of the
World's Religions.
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Chapter 2
Origins

Story of Early Earth and Early Tribes

An early theory about the beginnings of the earth comes
from our religiouswritings. Only 350 years ago some of
our ancestors interpreted the Bible as saying that the
earth, as center of the universe, was created 6000 years
ago by its creator as a dwelling place for Adam and his
descendents. Now weunderstand the processof language
and myth abit better. We can read the age of the earthin
her rocks, and tell when events, such as volcanos, may
haveoccurred, by thenumber and width of treerings. We
cana sodraw other interpretationsfromcomparing myths
and ancient human writings. We understand that there
may be many different conclusions.

Big Bang to Pangaea, 12 Billion BP —
Another theory on our originsisthat the Earth at 4 billion
BP (yearsBeforethe Present) may have comefromaBig
Bang background, or (still another theory) it may not. The
earth was a mess when it first came on the scene. No
process had been established. One molecule had no idea
how it could bond with another molecule. Thissituation
may have been quite disorderly. The moon may have
been apart of thismayhem. But | was not there. | do not
know.

Oncethe sun was stabilized up in the sky, and had the
rotating earth circulating around it, and the moon doing
its dance with the earth, then what we have come to ac-
cept asnormal operationswere established. Therewasa
lot of water piled up on earth’s surface, and alot of hot
rock under the water, and alot of steam evaporating out
to the original atmosphere. Finally due to crashing me-
teors or other forces more dramatic than we can ever
imagine, therewas ground to stand on. TheAmerindians
have legends about these situations as an attempt to ex-
plain things beyond their knowledge to their children.
The Bible presentsideas along the same lines.

Rocks to Dinosaurs, 4600 Million BP —
About 4,600 million years ago, the rocks were forming
from cosmicmaterial. Theoldest rockson earth aredated
3,500 million and 4,000 million years old. At 2,700
million years back there was much volcanic pressure.
Veinsand cracks began to appear which helped the land
toriseup and continental massesto devel op, but | wasnot
there. | cannot say for sure that was how it happened.
There is evidence that fish thrived in the sea, and trees
grew ontheland. 280to 230 millionyearsago prevailing
easterly winds created sand dunes on low plains. Dino-
saurs roamed about, and then suddenly perished.
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Fossils in Canada Park, 400 Million BP —
Some 400 to 350 million years ago, awarm shallow sea
covered the Rock Point Provincial Park areain Canada.
Evidencefor thisisthe exposed limestone shoreline that
makes up the point. Corals, bryozoans, and other reef
organisms once lived here in great abundance. These
fossilswere formed when shell-building organismsdied
and sank into thelime-richmud and silt which had settled
onto the reef. In time, the weight of each layer pressed
downthelayer below. Mineralsfilled the cavitiesleft by
the dissolved skeletons of the animals. Within the past
one million years, glaciers have scraped the soil and
underlying bedrock. About 13,000 years ago, the last of
these glaciers retreated and formed a glacial lake where
Lake Erieispresently located, at the same time deposit-
ingclay till over thelimestone. At Rock Point waveshave
washed some of the top layer of clay away. There are
several acresof exposed rock with variousfossils. There
is the outline of afossilized animal resembling a bear,
along with many eel-like creatures. The bear must bein
themost recently deposited layer. What did native people
think when they saw an outline of a bear lying on the
rocky beach? They told storiesto their children explain-
ing in a mythical way why the bear ended up there.
Something living had been turned into rock.
Continental Movement

(Pangaea to the Present)

The theory that the continents rest on plates that move
dowly down through the millenniais fairly well ac-
cepted. 50 million years ago, India collided with Asia,
and pushed up the Himalayas. Continents may have
drifted apart faster than some scientists believe.r The
continents used to be closer, forming one giant landmass
called Pangaea. Thislandmasshbroke apart and the pieces
have been drifting away from each other, submerging or
rising up from different pressures. Thereisatheory that
the lemmings in Norway fling themselves into the sea
because their mating ground used to be alot closer. Now
such mating territory is further away. They often die
before they get to their ancestral mating ground. It looks
likethey arecommitting suicide.? Theturtlesoff of South
America have grown bigger because they had to swim
further to get to their breeding grounds on the Gal apagos
Islands.

There aretheories asto why the continents move, and
speculations about meteorites causing forces that sped
up the process. Charles Hapgood proposed a theory of
faster movement of the continents due to pressures built
up from the weight of the ice at the poles.® Hapgood is
famousfor his scholarly theories about the ancient maps
that portray the shoreline of Antarctica. Corestaken from
the Ross Sea, Antarctica, show that Antarcticawas cov-

ered by ice about 6000BP. Allowing for 2000 years for
theiceto settlein, boats may have been able to map the
shoreline of Antarctica around 8000BP* Allowing for
more continental movement due to circular movement
in the ice flow, Antarctica’s shoreline might have been
availablein 7000BP. We have currentsin the ocean, due
to turning of the earth; why not pressuresin theice caps,
for the same sort of reasoning? The maps of Ptolemy,
Benincasa, and |bn Ben Zarawere copies of maps of the
Northern Hemispherethat showed withdrawing glaciers
in northern Europe which might date to 8000BP> Of
course, what happened to temperatures in the Northern
Hemisphere may have been different from what was go-
ing on in the Southern Hemisphere due to unpredictable
currentsin the ocean and warming or cooling wind sys-
tems.
Human Evolution, 24 Million BP —
Between 24 and 15 million BP there were circumstances
that led to great diversification. Someanimal sdevel oped
legs that were suitable for walking upright. Genus
Ardipithecus was the main actor 6 million to 4 million
years back. Kenyanthropus platyoosis another possible
ancestor. Austral opithecusafarensiswasan apelikecrea-
turethat walked upright some of the time. Hisfootprints
in volcanic ash in Laetoli, North Africaare in the same
areaandtimeasfootprintsof aguineafowl, aspring hare,
a saber-tooth cat, and a primitive horse with her foal.
Remains of some of Australopithecus close relatives
date at 4.6 million BP. Another Austral opithecus nick-
named L ucy has remains dated about 3 million BP.
Why did Austral opithecus disappear and Homo sapi-
ens come on the scene? There are noticeable changes
between Austral opithecus and Homo sapiens. “Evolu-
tion is the business of remodeling, not new construc-
tion.”® Change happens when abnormal pressures (such
as plague), are put on a population, and many arekilled
off. Members of an average population off to one side
(secluded on amountain or an island) in an afflicted or
changing environment areliableto produce amodel with
significant change. L ess effective competitors sometimes
survive in the same area, utilizing leftover resources.’
Thus peaceful women surviveintimesof male-instigated
militarism. Evolution is a remarkable process, and our
genes are marvelous carriers of that process. Many of
the things that happen are stored up on a micro bit of
genetic material to be present again in afuture situation.
Our evolution is dependent on and proceeds from the
evolution of animals. We are closely related. Our sur-
vival techniques have been handed down to us from sea
urchins and lemurs. Our physical and mental character-
istics are derived from successfully adapted ancestors.
We are selfish, because our human and animal ancestors



were selfish and survived to reproduce. But we are also
compassionate, because as we evolved, and as animals
evolved, we (and they) found that compassion and co-
operation helped our offspring to survive.

Ice at The Poles

About 3millionyearsago, iceaccumulatedinthe Arctic.
Since then, there have been 20 or more advances of cold
polar waters and ice sheets. They seem to occur about
every 100,000years. In betweenwere periodsof warmth.
The next glacial maximum is due about 95,000 years
from now. The theory for this hasto do with the regular
oscillations of our planet. The orbit of the earth is not
circular, but elliptical, and when furthest away from the
sun, the planet receives less sunlight. There is also a
variation in the angle of the earth’ s rotation that affects
the formation of glaciers.® There is much we have yet to
learn about the fluctuations of the earth.

Homo Erectus, 800,000 BP —

Earlier than our type of human, Homo sapiens sapiens,
was Homo erectus. Whenthe Arctic areawasreasonably
freefromice, the polar bear and Homo erectus may have
located there in fleeing from the warmer areas of the
earth. Being trapped there when it again became cold,
humans may have grown beards and acquired light skin,
and bearsmay havebeen safer fromhuntersaslessvisible
in the snow with white fur.

There is a theory that says some Homo erectus may
havearrivedinAsiaand Europefrom Africa, viathe Near
East. Also, there may have been an isthmus creating a
walkway across Gibraltar. Other theories suggest differ-
ent branches of Homo erectus, perhaps having evolu-
tionary histories similar to the different varieties of el-
ephant and mammoth, the different bears, or the multi-
tude of variation that is seen with dogs and lemurs.

Homo erectus was present on Java and perhaps on
what are now submerged portions of Java, but it is diffi-
cult to find remainson land that isbeneath the sea. Fami-
lies of Homo erectus may also have moved north be-
yond the Himalayasto China, Mongolia, and Russia. The
Gran Dolina site near Burgos, Spain, has undefined hu-
manlikefossiIsthat appear to be older than thelast switch
of our planet’s magnetic field at 780,000 years ago.

A leg bone dated at 500,000BP was found in Britain.
The British Isles were connected at that time to Europe
by aland bridge. Due to a glacial minimum with little
snow at 450,000BP, Britain had awarm spell. Early hunt-
ersleft their flint instruments behind with the bones of a
sabre tooth cat. The maximum glaciation was 400,000
years ago when the ice sheet returned and reached north
of London. Sea levels may have dropped as water be-
came locked up in the ice cap. A campfire was uncov-
ered at Terra Amata in southern France 400,000 years
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old. Bones of Homo erectus dated at 400,000BP were
found at Arago Cave in the Pyrenees. At Atapuerca in
Spain researchersfound the remains of 32 humansdated
at 350,000 yearsold.® The Swanscombe skull wasfound
in Thames gravel dated 250,000 years old.

Human fossil finds at Atapuerca dating from 350,000
to 150,000 years back may reflect atimewhich included
both Homo erectus and Neanderthal . Neanderthal scared
for theinjured, were compassionate, and buried their dead
with respect. They had the hyoid bone, which makes
speech possible. Neanderthal s were around for 100,000
years; then about 30,000 years ago they seemed to dis-
appear. Werethe Neanderthal sflooded out of their caves
by an ice melt?

Solo man dated at 35,000 years old, lived simulta-
neously with modern man in Indonesia. One theory says
that modern man and earlier humansintermixed. Another
theory says that modern humans killed off the earlier
model.

Homo sapiens sapiens, 100,000 BP —

Our kind of human has covered the earth.

Africa: Some of theearliest skullsof the modern human
have been found in Africa, dated 90,000 years old.
Asia: Theoldest known gravesin Mount Carmel, Israel,
date to 100,000 BP to 80,000 BP.%°

Europe: Aurignacian (40,000BP-15,000BP)
Therewerehyenasand hippopotami in Tralfarger Square,
London, 125,000 years ago, and then 75,000 years ago,
theicereturned, giving acolder Europe, higher abovethe
sea. Thislast glaciation petered out 10,000 years ago.

Aurignacian culture dominated Europe beginning
about 40,000 years ago, with blade flint technology and
bonetools. The name Aurignacian comes from artifacts
found inagrotto in Aurignac, Haute-Garonne, France at
thevillage of Cro-Magnon near LesEyziesonthe Vezere.
A theory isthat the Aurignacianswere all Homo sapiens
sapiens. Where did they comefrom?Where did they get
their more advanced tools and their better methods of
hunting? Aurignacian art flourished between 25,000 and
10,000 years ago, with its greatest period known as the
Magdalenian (18,000BP-10,000BP).* Aurignacian
implements have been found asfar east as Phoeniciaand
Syria, at the cave of Antelias.*> The museum at
Blaubeuren, Germany, contains mammoth ivory over
30,000 years old. A figure of awoman carved in ivory
from Lespugne, France, is 30,000 to 25,000 years old.
Another woman figurine carved in limestone at
Willendorf, Austria, is of the same time frame, asis an
ivory from Avdeevo, Ukraine. Sungir in Russiahas buri-
as with beads dated 24,500 years ago. Red ochre was
used as a preservative in Aurignacian burials. The buri-
a's (30,000 to 25,000BP) in Moravia, Czech Republic,
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contained rich funereal deposits.® Red ochre has also
been used worldwide in places like Korea and in North
American burials, and in rock painting.

Many caves contain art from earlier cultures. Cosguer
Cave, at Cape Morgiou in southeast France has an en-
trance 120 feet below sealevel. Inside the tunnel slopes
up. One theory says that 20,000 years ago, the Mediter-
ranean was 360 feet lower. 10,000 years later when the
ice melted, the sealevel rose. The charcoa on the cave
floor was dated, one sample dated at earlier than
27,000BP, while another charcoal sample dated at
18,500BP. The rock art from the oldest period is attrib-
uted to the Gravettians, consisting mainly of silhouetted
hands, spray painted by blowing through tubes. A later
group, 18,500BP went in for animal painting. “Thisdis-
covery [of Cosquer cave] makes real to us something
known theoretically but difficult to take in accurately,
the disappearance of all the prehistoric coastal sitesover
hundreds of square miles because of therisein sealevel
since the end of the last glaciation.”** This same disap-
pearance of coastal sites may have taken place in Java,
in Ecuador, and on east coast America, such asoff Rhode
Island. A risein sealevel may have caused the drowning
of another Newport Tower or submersion of buildingsin
the BermudaTrianglearea. Chauvet CaveintheArdeche
(France) dso hasart whichischarcoa dated at 31,000BP,
other Chauvet Cave art is dated 27,000BP and
23,000BP*

Europe: Azilian (around 10,000BP)

A raceof menknownastheAzlian-Tardenoisianarrived
in Spain and south France about 10,000BP. This culture
had pai nted and engraved pebbles. WheredidtheAzilians
comefrom?What can the bristle cone pinedendrol ogists
tell usabout vol canoesbetween 12,000BPand 10,000BP?
What cantreeringsreveal about temperaturechangesand
ice melts that would cause populations to move? The
Azilianracederivesitsnamefromacaveinthe Pyrenean
department of Ariege, wheredepositswerediscovered by
Edouard Piette.’® Azilian remains were aso found in
Y orkshire and Durham, and in Scotland in Oban Cave.

Australia: DenisVialouinPrehistoric Artand Civiliza-
tion proposes the theory that when it was colonized,
present-day Australiawas joined to New Guineain the
north and Tasmaniato the south,*” and al so theorizesthat
Homo sapiens was the first human with the ability to
navigate. However, | have seen monkeys jump on logs
and reach adestination, and | believe that humans could
manage floating logs better than monkeys. For peopleto
advance from island to island, it is not necessary to
believe that these land masses were physicaly con-
nected. Boats were easily available as reed mats or
bound-together logs, and the population could spread

from Malaysiato New Guineato Australiato Tasmania
to New Zealand to Antarcticato Tierradel Fuego, with
amost no problem. The currentsin the ocean go conve-
niently from New Zealand to Tierradel Fuego viawater
with comparative ease. When looking at Tierra del
Fuegans, one can see similarities to indigenous Austra-
lians.

South America: Continuing thistheory of the availabil-
ity of boats, there seemsto be an affinity between South
Americanand Polynesian popul ations. Polynesi an popu-
lations may have spread in al directions, making land-
falls on the west coast of South America, where the
equator dividesthe currents of the earth. Those currents
inthenorthern hemisphererotate clockwise, and thosein
the southern hemisphere rotate counter-clockwise be-
cause of the rotation of the earth. Pilots of boats who
understood these currents could come and go at will.
Polynesiansalsotraveled to Tibet, and to the head waters
of riversthat flow into the Gulf of Tonkin and the South
China Sea. There are people with features similar to the
Polynesians in both South Korea and South America. It
seems that the Polynesians were happy to beach their
boats and to settle in amongst other populations.

Various sites in South America give early dates of

settlement. Niede Guidon, a French archaeologist, and
the Italian, Fabio Parenti, worked at Pedra Furada in
Brazil. “ Their evidence, based on lithic morphol ogy, car-
bon and thermoluminescence dating and the stratigra-
phy of the site, yielded an occupation date of 45,000
years ago.”® Tom Dillehay conservatively dated Monte
Verde, Chile at 33,000BP.
North America: From South America, it was easy to
reach North America. It was also possible to go either
way from North Americato Siberia, or from Siberiato
North America by crossing either frozen wasteland or
water. Beringia, asafrozen bridge connecting Russiaand
Alaska was less hospitable than a boat ride along the
north Pacific rim.

There were cave dwellersin the Americas, too. They
may not have thought of themselves as Aurignacians or
Azilians, and they may not have had wrought ivory statu-
ettes. Meadowcroft rock shelter in Pennsylvania pro-
duced human bones dated 14,500BP. Albert Goodyear
gave evidence of pre-Clovissitesat Saltville and Cactus
Hill inVirginia, and at the Topper sitein South Carolina.
Footwear was found in a Missouri cave inhabited 9000
years ago.

Canada: Trade along the St. Lawrence waterway may
have taken copper to the Mediterranean area. There are
fivemaindrainagebasinsin Canada: (1)south center, east
of Great Divide, into the Missouri, the Mississippi, Gulf
of Mexico, andtheAtlantic; (2)eastintothe St. Lawrence



and the Atlantic; (3)central Canada, from the east slopes
of the Rockies into the Hudson Bay; (4)the Mackenzie,
intotheArcticBasin; and (5)thePacific Basin, west of the
continental divide, and aso north by the Y ukon to the
Bering Sea. These internal waterways make all parts of
Canada accessible to the oceans and thus to the whole
world. Wedo not know how fastly frozen Canadawasin
thelast glacial interlude. Sometheorizethat therewasan
ice free zone east of the rockies. When the Great Lakes
areaopened up after thelast glacier, thoseliving therehad
accessto lumber for boats, with copper, rice, and fursto
trade. Theword Canadawasloosely appliedtotheregion
around the St. Lawrence. One explanation of the name
Canada isthat it comes from canata which means huts.
One city in Canadathat hasabiblical nameisMagog in
Quebec Province. Gog and Magog have to do with roof.
Could thisrefer to “roof of the world”? There does not
seemto beacity of Gog in Canada, but mgjor citieshave
taken on French nameswhich can confuseresearch. One
wonders what were the original names of Montreal and
Quebec City. Gog in the Bible is described as King of
Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal. Deuteronomy 3 has more
information about aking with asimilar name, Og, which
word is also like the writing ogam. Og may have some-
thing to do with early writing. The myth isthat King Og
was one of the last of the Rephaim, or giants. These
people were taller than the average person in the Near
East. They may havebeen Amerindiansraised onriceand
deer, whofledtheir productive country intimesof stress.
Thelast mystery about Og is his bed of iron, nine cubits
long and four wide (Deuteronomy 3:11). Where did the
Rephaim mineall that iron?|sthe Bible describing abed
to deepin, or abed of iron ore?

After the Flood (12,000BP to 5000BP)

A theory about anice-freecorridor from southern Canada
to Alaska says it was open before 30,000BP and after
11,000BP. Thus the corridor was believed to be closed
from30,000t011,000BP. Theremay havebeenatransfer
of animals by this route before 30,000BP and after
11,000BP. At some point, mammoths, mastodons, and
mountain sheep had opportunity to travel between conti-
nents. Did early people move both ways, up the corridor
from the Washington-Oregon area after it opened, and
also down from Siberia before 30,000BP? Tribes were
more mobilethan animal swith respect to boat travel and
might have found it more convenient to travel by kayak
along the sea coast.

The Last 10,000 Years

Intalking about the dates as BP (Beforethe Present), and
BC (Beforethetime of Christ), it isconvenient to use BP
with ancient pre-writing events, and to use BC as is
customary with our present calendars and thinking.
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More recent tribal movements seem hopel essly com-
plex, although we still have white people, yellow people,
red people, and black people that seem to have origi-
nated in the areas where they are presently found. For
instance, the people in Britain in the last 10,000 years
seem to be mainly “white” complexioned, although dif-
ferent tribal groups have entered England in the last 5000
years.

Britain is noted for Stonehenge and other similar
monuments. Sometheorizethat the white Celtsbuilt few,
if any, stone circles. The Celtic culture was in northern
England around 750BC. Little Meg stone circle was of
early Bronze Age (or Beaker people) construction, dat-
ing perhapsto 2000BC. Long Meg circle possibly dates
t0 3200BC or 3500BC, and Castlerigg to 3000BC. These
dates are pre-Celtic. Where did the Beaker people come
from? They could have come from North America, Po-
land, or China. There was a busy Stone Age ax trade
from 3800BC to 2300BC, made of Langdale volcanic
rock from fourteen miles south of Castlerigg. These
traded axes were found as far away as Poland.*®

We think of China as having “yellow” people, but
mummies of the Urumchi tribe who walked aong the
Silk Road in Chinese Turkestan had Caucasian features,
and may have spoken Tocharian (an Indo-European lan-
guage that some theorize came from the west), yet
Tocharian may have come from any direction. Perhaps
this speech came from the east or the north, and
Tocharianstook it to the west. Further evidence given to
support the theory that the people represented by the
mummies came from Austria is that they had Austrian
like plaid twills. The opposing theory counters that they
brought these twills from China, and wore them as they
traveled in awesterly direction, some settling in Austria,
and otherstraveling on to Scotland. Wejust do not know
wherethe style of weaving and wearing plaids may have
come from.

Haplogroup X - DNA

Thereis also away to trace tribal movements by use of
genetics and DNA. Mitochondrial DNA and y-chromo-
somelinkages, canindicatemigrationsover 20,000 years
ago.?’ Some scientiststhink that the earliest colonizers of
America could have started out somewhere in Europe,
not in Siberian Asia as previously thought. That ideais
rootedinararegeneticlink called haplogroup X whichis
DNA passed down through women that dates back more
than 30,000 years.?* Genetic samples from remains in
Illinois show that the rare European DNA was around
centuries before European exploration, and haplogroup
X isfoundtoday in about 20,000 American Indians. This
DNA isabsent from East Asianand Siberian populations.
The conclusion drawn by Smithsonian Anthropologist
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Stephen Loring isthat thefirst Americans during thelce
Age were of European ancestry.

My query to these geneticistsis, “Can’t this special
DNA have been spread in either direction?’ As early
people in America were known to be deep sea fishers,
and had knowledge of boats, why can’'t we assume that
they took their boats and their genes and landed on the
coasts of Britain, France, Spain, and Portugal ? From this
guestion atheory follows. The rare haplogroup X could
have come originally from Illinois and arrived in Eu-
rope circa 30,000BP with the Aurignacians or at alater
Azilian invasion at 10,000BP. Tools found in Sheridan
Cave, Wyandot County, Ohio, are thought to have been
left by people 11,000 years back.

How did the original haplogroup X get to lllinois, if
those possessing it did not start out from Europe? Have
Australians or Tierra del Fuegans been tested for
haplogroup X? Early people from Australia or New
Zeadland may have traveled in boats along the coast of
Antarcticato get to Tierra del Fuego. Such people may
have been the originating population that ultimately de-
veloped and carried haplogroup X circa 20,000BP.

People called the Dorians may have been the ones
who spread haplogroup X. Where did they come from?
They eventually settled in Macedonia, then on Crete,
where Minos, their descendant was born. From the Sev-
enth Century to The Sixth Century BC, therewas Doric
architecture in Greece. Doric pillars and haplogroup X
DNA could have had acommon origin.

Joman People in Japan (12,000-2300BP)
Atthearcheological sitenear Aomori, 375 milesnorth of
Tokyo, moundshavebeen excavated showingthat hunter-
gathererslived there 5,000 years ago. The Jomon people
lived in Japan from 10,000BC to about 300BC. Some
timein the third century BC, Xu Fu, an ancient Chinese
envoy who was sent to Japan, became Japan’s first
emperor, Jimmu. Jomon sites have been found all over
Japan, and they are famous for their pottery. Japanese
planted chestnuts and millet. There was trade for jade
from 400 miles to the south, and obsidian from the
northern island of Hokkaido, has been found at Aomori.
The Jomon did not look like modern Japanese. They
resembled Ainuwith blueeyesand curly hair. The'Y ayoi
period is dated 300BC with the staple food being rice.
Japanese in northern provinces have rounder eyes and
faces, and more body hair.?

The remains of Kennewick Man, possibly from
9000BC, found in the banks of the Columbia River in
Washington State, also resemble the Ainu of northern
Japan and Polynesians from the South Pacific; he does
not look like a European or amodern Amerindian. Early
Americans may have come here by boat, crossing the
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Pacific or following islands from north of Japan to the
Bering Sea and then south along the west coast of North
America. The Ainu, indigenous to the Sakhalin Islands
of northern Japan, were known as a maritime people.
People like the 9300 year old Kennewick man, either
left no descendants, or lived all over the Pacific Rimand
have diversified. They may also have traveled up rivers
from the coastline of Asia, because someforeignerswere
driven out by the Chinese about 300BC. Kennewick is
not a Caucasoid, as defined as someone from the
Caucasus. His bones are at the Burke Museum in Se-
attle. Heisalso claimed by the Umatillalndian Nation.
Physical Characteristics

Early settlersin Northern Iraq before 8000BC may have
been the Kurds with black hair and pale skin, similar to
today. A people called the Sumerians lived in early
Babylonia. These Sumerians referred to themselves as
Black-headed (3800BC-1800BC).?* Earlier people in
Sumeria must have been blondes or red heads to distin-
guish them from the black heads.

How did the biblical authors seeall this? L egendsthat
talk about different physical characteristics occur in the
Hebrew scriptures. Abraham had a son Isaac who mar-
ried his cousin Rebecca. Rebecca had a brother named
L aban. Laban meanswhite. We do not know if Abraham
was black, white, or an in-between shade, or whether his
hair was curly, straight, or red. In Genesis 11:24, Nahor
is the father of Terah. In Genesis 11:26 Terah is the fa-
ther of Nahor. This seems to speak for two conflicting
myths, so that the reader is alowed to draw her own
conclusions. Genesis 11:27 givesusone ancestry. Terah's
sons were Abram, Nahor, and Haran. Female relatives
were Sarai and Milcah. Haran's son was Lot and his
daughterswere Milcah and I scah. We do not know Lot’s
wife's name. Abram married Sarai and their son was
Isaac. Nahor married Milcah and their son was Bethuel
(meaning house of Gad). We do not know the name of
Bethuel’s wife or her tribal affiliation, but her two chil-
dren mentioned were Rebecca and Laban. This geneti-
cally intertwined family lived in Haran. It isinteresting
that the son’s name and the land’s name isthe same. An
important citizen is often memorialized by having the
land or the tribe or alibrary named after him.

Black hair seems to be the dominant hair color, but
red haired people were definitely part of our evolving
world. We think of the Irish as having red hair. Red hair
is mentioned in the Bible in the children of Isaac and
Rebecca. Their twin sons look quite different, and
Rebecca likes Jacob while Isaac prefers Esau, the hairy
red son. Red hair continues in the Bible stories. In |
Samue 16:12 (King JamesVersion) David wasdescribed
asruddy. He was from the mountain tribe of Judah. Ge-



neticists can trace the red haired gene in its different lo-
cations around the world, and thus trace the travels of
tribes. The people up in the hills may have been earlier
settlers forced to hide away in the hills as a protection
from later invaders.

Where did the tribe of Judah come from? If we know
this information, we can back track on their legends.
There is an artifact, Tablet #7, which comes from the
city of Ur and describesatrading transaction. The Dilmun
Trade was connected to shipping from the east on the
Persian Gulf. This tablet is ascribed to Gutians (Gudea
being the king of the city of Lagash in Babylonia) and
dated to 2050BC. “ Timber, marble, bronze and gold are
brought from the surrounding areas for the building of
the temple.”? Changing our G to J aswas done in some
early writing, we might theorize that the name Judah
came from the land and the king of Gudea, whose trade
and stories may have come from trade and stories still
further to the east.

David of the Hebrew tribe of Judah was an expert
organizer. He, who perhaps was a genetic descendant of
Jacob or perhaps not, gathered all thetribesliving inthe
land called Israel (which name Israel may mean people
of God) and persuaded them that they were all brothers.
In spite of David's wise diplomacy, tribal differences
arose, and different factions jostled for power. We con-
tinue our jostling for power right up to the present. Actu-
aly, as we are created by one loving God, we are all
children of God, people of God, and the earth isour Is-
rael. Too bad we of today can't update our politics and
communitiesand all be organized asbrothersand sisters
of the earth.

The Amerindians, too, had their red haired people.
Thereisamyth about a Grizzly Bear finding ared haired
girl. Thegirl wasthe youngest daughter of the Sky Spirit.
She climbed a mountain, and was tossed down to the
snow line by arough Wind Spirit. Thiswas where Griz-
zly Bear found her. He took her home, and she married
one of his sons. Their children became the first
Amerindians.?® This myth tells us something about the
genetic structure of Amerindians. Some place in their
history, someone from the Bear tribe married a person
with red hair who wastossed down to the snowline. There
are, today, red-haired Amerindians. Certain tribes have
members with blue eyes and red hair. In Colorado there
are barrel chested Amerindians with red hair and brown
eyes; barrel chested, because their ancestors had lived
high in the mountains, where those with big lung and
chest capacity could utilize more of the rarer air.
Volcanoes Affect Tribal Movements
Onereasonfor peopleleaving their safehomelandsisthe
eruption of volcanoeswhich can spread fumesintotheair
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and makebreathing difficult. Vol canoesand earthquakes
arealesspleasant part of theearth’ senvironment. I celand
isonaspreading ridge. Therift at Fantal e, Ethiopia, may
become an ocean. Akrotiri Peninsula, Santorini, Greece,
is situated over a subduction zone. Other volcanoes are
located or have occurred at Lipari Idlands, Italy, the
Caribbean Island of Martinique, Etnaon Sicily, Italy, the
Canary Islands, and onKrakatowaon Javain 1883. Other
natural disasterssuch asfloodsand hurricanesalso cause
tribes to change areas rapidly.
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Chapter 3
Evolution of
L anguage

The Beginnings

Onetheory about the beginningsof speechisthat thefirst
human language emerged roughly 150,000 yearsago in
East Africa.t Weal so might specul atethat languagecame
tobeinAustraliaat 120,000BP, orin Chinaat 200,000BP.
With so many different possibilitiesof early people, who
can say who first used language effectively? Language
may have begun simultaneously and haltingly in differ-
ent places.

Changeisthe central reality of human language. Since
early times language has changed, and changed, and
changed some more. The shapes of words, and the struc-
tures of languages, are always changing. Early vocabu-
lary corresponded with the life style of the people using
it. Tribes traveled to different places, and they had to
describe new objects, new animals, and new situations.
When people moved in from a different area, the origi-
nal population then would come into contact with new
speech with new rules of grammar.

Amerindian Languages in North America
There are many different languages (over 500) in North
America. This diversity in language tells us that there
were many different incursions of strangers into estab-
lished communities. These strangers came from outside
thelanguagegroup andinfluenced a“ daughter language”
to comeinto being. Moreforeignersencouraged “ grand-
daughter languages’ and so on down through generation
after generation. We have very little idea of where the
original language came from or which ancestor was
dominant, as we were not there listening.

In pre-colonial times there were four large language
families in eastern North America: Algonquian,
Iroquoian, Muskogean, and Siouan. Cree was an
Algonquian daughter language spoken in the eastern
woodlands and the northern plains. Ojibwa (also of the
Algonquian group) was mostly in Canada (Quebec,
Ontario, Manitoba, and Saskatchewan). Other languages
in the Algonquian group were Micmac, Potawatomi,
Blackfoot, Cheyenne, and Arapaho.? Some havetried to
link Beothuk, an extinct language of Newfoundland, to
Algonquian. Yurok and Wiyot are also related to
Algonquian and are members of the Algic genetic stock.

The Iroquoian language family has two branches,
Cherokee and Northern Iroquoian. The Muskogean lan-
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guageswereoriginally in southeastern United Statesand
included Choctaw and Creek among others.® It is of in-
terest to note that the North American tribal name Creek
is like the Mediterranean name Greek (substituting the
Greek G for the American C). One theory might be that
Amerindian languages on the east coast have interrela-
tionshipswith assorted European languages, although we
cannot conclude which area produced the parent lan-
guage. For example the Amerindian-named Merrimac
River in Connecticut can beinterpreted in ancient Welsh
asbubbling water, but did thisword originatein America
or Wales? Asthereisalso ariver in Missouri caled the
Meramec, it seems probable that the word originated in
America.

Natchez (a language isolate off by itself) may have
some relationship to Muskogean. Siouan languageswere
found in the south and the Great Plains. Another lan-
guage group, the Caddoan family hasfivelanguagesfrom
the North Plains to Louisiana. Western North American
languages were Eskimo-Aleut from Chukchi Peninsula
in Siberiato Greenland. Also Inuit-1nupiag today covers
from Alaska to Greenland. In the west are Athapaskan,
Salish, Uto-Aztecan, and others. Thereismore diversity
in languages west of the Rockies, than with east of the
Rockies. More strangers arrive on the sea coast.*

Archaeologists believe that people have been living
inCdiforniafor at least ten thousand years. Thereisalso
archaeological evidence that new groups entered Cali-
fornia at varying times causing changes in cultural arti-
factsand probably affecting languages. Recently, the six
major Amerindian language groups in California are
Hokan, Penutian, Uto-Aztecan, Algic, Athapaskan, and
Yukian. Hokan and Penutian indicate great age as their
daughter languages have much diversity.®

Of the three genetic unitsthat comprise Algicin Cali-
fornia, one, Algonquian, is found much to the east. The
Algonquian speakersin California appear to have come
from a homeland around the Great Lakes. The Califor-
nia area was a hodgepodge of languages, and foreign
injections may have come by sea, or along the coastline,
or by land routes from the east. Traders who passed by
intheir trading profession, may have spent afew daysin
aplaceand left their genes. Other traders decided to spend
their lifetime in an area, and they are the ones who
changed the language of their hosts. Then therewerethe
conquerorswho liked aparticular territory and enslaved
the occupants. Fairly recent examples of enslavement
and enforcement of the conqueror’s language are the
Spanish and Portuguese languagesin South Americaand
the English languagein North America. Linguists Shirley
Silver and Wick Miller propose a theory that “the most
parsimonious hypothesis would place the homeland of



Proto-Algic in northern California or environs, with a
single group moving east and later diversifying into the
Algonquian languages, rather than assuming amore east-
ern homeland, with two groups later moving to Califor-
nia.”¢ A proverbthat | heard recently isappropriate here.
“You can't tell which way the train was going, by look-
ing at thetrack.” It may be that the opposite directionis
theredlity, that groupsfrom east or middleAmericafound
their way to California. They may have traveled from
the Gulf of Mexico up the Mississippi. After all,
Algonquian myths say they came from the southeast, so
Cdliforniaand Great LakesAlgonquian could have come
from Mexico or the legendary Atlantis.

Every daughter language is supposedly derived from
astill more ancient language. A theory that | really like
concerns the Algonguian language. Using phonological
reconstruction, Shirley Silver concludes that the parent
language of Algonquian comes from a tribe settled in
the Great Lakes area.” This theory fits in with the facts
that those in the Great Lakes area had valuable com-
modities to trade such as rice, copper, silver, furs, and
lumber for boat building. Thusthey wereinapositionto
communicate language and writing to other areas.
Early Central and South American Language
Middle Americalanguage studies are 300 yearstoo | ate,
as all these Amerindian languages are disappearing.
Huastec and Y ucatec are sub-languages of Mayan. Also
vanishing is the Arawakan language or Black Carib
which was spoken by runaway slavesin the Caribbean.?

South American languages are Quechuan and Amayra
in the highlands. These and Mapuche in Chile are not
known to berelated to any other languages. Peoplelived
near Tierra del Fuego along time without being visited
by too many travelersor traders. Similarly, the Guacuru
language in Argentina and Paraguay is not known to be
amember of any other language family.®

There were well developed civilizations in
Mesoamerica and the Andes. These civilization began
more than 3000 years ago. The Mexican Aztecs who
spoke Nahuatl were the most southern of the Uto-Az-
tecan language families. They were a nomadic people
who claimed their homeland was to the northwest on an
island called Aztalan. (The names Aztec, Aztalan, and
Atlantis have similarities.) If Atlantis suffered flood or
earthquake, people may have fled south to Mexico or
north to the Lake Superior region.

Early Vocabulary Links in Europe and Asia
Somelanguages seem to beisol ated from and unaffected
by other languages such as the Basgue in Europe, Sum-
erian in Asia, and Meraitic in Africa. These cannot be
placed into other categories. For example: Indo-Euro-
pean cannot be combined with Uralic or Altaic. On the
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other hand, thereisthetheory of M onogeneticism, that all
world languages have a common source.’® Some of the
basicwordrootsinthe Eastern and Western Hemispheres
appear tobesimilar. Themovement of thisbasic vocabu-
lary isexplained as due to amigration taking place from
Europe or Asiato aNew World devoid of human popu-
lation, perhaps during the Pleistocene Ice Age. It is
believedthat |languagewasfirstin Asia, Africa, or Europe
beforethe Americas. Could language have crossed Sibe-
ria or Newfoundland? Another theory is that the trail
went through Australia and South America. Perhaps all
of the above were possible.

It seems wise to give direct quotes on the theories of
some of the phonologists. From Wescott: “ Of the vari-
ous Amerind language families, the two which seem to
me to provide the most convincing evidence of linguis-
tic borrowing are the Penutian and the Uto-Aztecan. The
Penutian languages are spoken from Alaska to New
Mexico. The Penutian subfamily which seems to con-
tain diffused Eurasian vocabulary isthe Californiagroup
consisting of Wintun, Maiduan, Yokuts, Miwok, and the
extinct Costanoan.”™* “In Otto von Sadovszky’s view,
Cdlifornia Penutian, despite its largely Amerindian vo-
cabulary, is essentially a displaced Uralic language, ge-
nealogicaly related to Finnish, Estonian, and Hungar-
ian.”12 Von Sadovszky says California Penutian shares
coghateswith Ugric (including Hungarian), Finno-Ugric
(including Mordvin), Uralic (including Samoyed), and
Altaic generally (including Turkic, Mongolian, and
Tungus).® Victor Stevenson al so seesarelationship with
Japanese to Altaic which includes Turkish and Finno-
Ugric.** Brian Stubbs proposes “a strong link between
the Uto-Aztecan and Afro-Asiatic (or Hamito-Semitic)
languages. The Uto-Aztecan languages are, or have been,
spoken in western North Americafrom Idaho to El Sal-
vador. One would expect that, if Semites or their lin-
guistic kinsmen from northern Africa were to reach the
New World by water, their route would be trans-Atlan-
tic. Indeed, what graphonomic evidence there is indi-
cates exactly that: Canaanite inscriptions are found in
Georgia and Tennessee as well asin Brazil; and Medi-
terranean coins, some Hebrew and MoroccanArabic, are
found in Kentucky as well asin Venezuela.”*® “ Of ap-
parent prehistoric migrations, two of the most extensive
werethe overland expansion of the Indo-Europeansfrom
Ireland to Tocharia (in Chinese Turkestan) and the tran-
soceanic expansion of the Austronesians (or Malayo-
Polynesians) from Madagascar to Hawaii.”*® These are
theories or educated guesses about the migrations of lan-
guages by those who study the subject.

An exampleof overland expansion of language isthat
of Turkish expansion coming from the direction of Sibe-
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ria and going to the Balkans. Turkey was an important
cross-over point in the distribution of language, consid-
ering both land and water routes. Today we see a fairly
barren land, but 10,000BP Turkey may have been alush
country. Forests were denuded to make boats for navies.
Theriversare not navigable, and The Marsita River (an-
cient Hebrus), the Menderes (ancient M aeander) both flow
into the Aegean. The Tigrisand Euphratesrisein Turkey.
Riversflowinginto the Black SeaaretheKizilirmak (Red
River) and the Sakaria. These riversrun dry in the sum-
mer, and violent in the winter. Areas around salt lakes
cannot be cultivated. Turkish language belongsto thelin-
guistic group known as Ural-Altaic or Finno-Ugrian.'”
There is no gender for noun, pronoun, or adjective! This
is similar to some Amerindian languages. Fairly recent
(800AD) inscriptions are of Aramaic derivation, some
simple and rune-like in shape, others more complicated.
Travels of Language

Imagine the world of Cain and Abel where there are not
many people. A person commits a crime, and the tribe
ostracizes him. Thereislittle knowledge avail able about
other tribes, or what liesin thefour different directions, or
what islandsliebeyond the sea, or about boats. If aperson
does get somewhere in his exile, can he speak the lan-
guage? Possibletheoretical travel s of language might be:

At 25,000BP: In trying to discover where the
Aurignacians came from, we can suggest possibilities:
(1)Language in America traveled across the Atlantic to
Europe. These settlerswerefinally forced out of the low-
lands by other invaders and up into the hills of the Basque
country, Finland, and Bulgaria. (2)Language penetrated
northern Europe from China, Russia, and Siberiathrough
unfrozen channelsintheArctic, coming through Finland,
and traveling as far as Spain and Bulgaria. (3)The
Aurignacian culture arrived in Turkey, from China and
point east or from Amerindiansin North America. Above
possibilities deal with folk who crossed the Atlantic.

Also at 25,000BP there were Polynesians boating or
rafting on the currentsin the Pacific. The Polynesian Tri-
angle contained Hawaii, Easter Island (which is part of
Chile), and New Zealand (which is close to Australia).’®
Peoplefrom Polynesiawere on Tongain Western Samoa,
Central Pacific, at 1000BC.

The Bible names many tribes, but it doubtless misses
many others. The Bible describesthe peopling of the earth
in Genesis Chapter 10. It sums up the knowledge of the
peoples of theworld that was current in the days of David
and Solomon. The list of tribal progenitors begins with
Noah, Shem, Ham, and Japheth, and continues with
Gomer, Magog, Javan, Tubal (ametalurgist), Tiras (set-
tlersat the seaport of Tyre), the Ashkenaz, the Dananites,
Raamah, Sheba, and comes to Nimrod, the first poten-
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tate. These tribal names may refer to amost any time
period before David, but when they say potentate, they
are up to a period in history where communities are al-
lowing themselvesto be ruled by kings. The “safety” of
the people depends on a wise ruler, and they band to-
gether in trading or farming communities.

At 8000BC to 2000BC: Languagein the Pacific Rim
travel ed both waysfrom Americaover Siberiato Russia
to Turkey, and from Korea, Japan, and Russia along the
sea coast to America; aso, from Ecuador to Tibet, and
from Tibet to Ecuador. Languagetraveled intheAtlantic
Rim both waysfrom New England acrosstheAtlantic to
Spain, Italy, Palestine (possibility Azilians?) and from
ports on the Mediterranean through the Straight of
Gibraltar to the North American sea coast.

Also at about 8000BC to 2000BC, the Bible tells us
in Genesis Chapter 11: Different language groups, build-
ing with brick, met in the plain of Shinar (which country
may be Chinaor Iraq or elsewhere). Those coming from
the west, or the Amorites, may have come from some
place to the west of Palestine, such as Spain or North
America. The other group approaching from the east,
may have come from the Persian Gulf or from Chinaor
from the Pacific sea coast of America.

Amorite is a word similar to Amerite or American.
“James Bailey ingenuously suggests that [the word
Americal may come from Amurru, the Akkadian word
for west. The Hebrews called the peopl e of thiswestern
region Emori, and we call them Amorites. Their language
seemsto have been an early M editerranean form of West
Semitic.”*°

Perhaps the terms New World and Old World should
be reversed. Perhaps civilization is older on the Ameri-
cas, thanin the plain of Shinar. Brick making isan occu-
pation that took place along side of pottery making in
America. Clay brickswere madein China, in Babylonia,
and in America. The Hebrew slaves made bricks with
straw in Egypt. Who made the first bricks? Who were
the expertsin pottery?

Names of towns

It is sometimes possible to prove age of separation of
groups through languages and to date tribal movements
throughlanguagesimilaritiesand differences. Thenature
and distribution of alanguage oftenisleft behindinplace
names which may reflect previous plants, animals, and
tribal affinities.

When people speaking a different language enter a
new area, they have to provide for place names. They
may either coin new names using their native tongue, or
they may borrow the names used by the previous popu-
lation. Language can be used as a tool for unraveling
eventsof the past. Linguistic evidence can help in deter-



mining earlier cultural and socia patterns, in tracing move-
ments of people and discovering areas of dispersal.

Names of towns can often be related to their early and
often forgotten history. We find many Amerindian names
in use in the United States. In New York State we have
towns along the Mohawk River with names of ancient
cities. Could these names have come from the names of
trading posts of pre-Columbus days? To name a few, we
have Syracuse, Amsterdam, Rome, Utica, and Troy. When
northern Europeans of colonial days asked thelocal “In-
dians” what they called their village, the locals may have
replied with an ancient trading port name. The Europeans
were doubtless happy to recognize afamiliar name, and
continued the use of that name.

Henriette Mertz discussesin her book Atlantis, Dwell-
ing Place of the Gods, the origin of the name Appalachia.
Appalachia has to do with palaces that were built in the
hills.? Along the Hudson and in the hills of Appalachia,
there are mounds and stone works, some called Indian
forts. There is the similarity of the city name Atlanta to
the legendary Atlantis. With the Etowah Mound so near
to Atlanta, Georgia, the name Atlanta lends credence to
Henriette Mertz' theoriesabout the great island of the past.
Thereisatownin New York State called Atlanta, not far
from Painted Post and the Cohocton and Canistreo Riv-
ers. Thereisaso an Atlantain Michigan on astream that
flows into Thunder Bay River which flows into Lake
Huron. Can they be trading ports of the lost island de-
scribed by Plato?

Place Names, Responses from Libraries

In making inquiries at local libraries as to the origins of
their town’ sname, many of thosewho responded assumed
that the Amerindians had nothing to do with the names of
theirtown. However, the Amerindslived at thesel ocations
long before the European settlers arrived, and they did
haveplacenames. For instance, inthestateof Washington,
Mt. Rainer was Takhoma. Sometimesit is obvious when
atown or mountain still retains its Indian name, such as
Mount Kahtadin in Maine. Or Lake Taghanic in New
Y ork, with itsrelated Taconic Mountain Range, Taconic
Parkway, and Taconic Prison. It is true that Europeans
may have given new names, but often the old names hang
on, in various ways. If Romans established trade routes
when Rome ruled the world, they might very well name
their trading posts after their home cities.

Origin of The Name Macoupin

Towns often have place names that reflect their past.
Macoupin County in lllinois was named after its rivers,
several of which had variousforms of thisname.? Names
on maps degenerated from Micouenne to Masopin to
Mcquinn to Meguen to Spoon River. Even the Illinois
River had a connection with this name being titled in
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French, Riviere des Illinois ou Macopins. Macoupin has
been identified as an edible root, edible only after it has
been thoroughly boiled to eliminate poisonous crystals.
Different plantswere suggested astheroot, such aswhite
yamor Jerusalemartichoke, but they werenot poisonous.
Arrow arum is poisonous in its uncooked state. Some
Amerindians used the boiled root when ground up, as a
base for bread. Other names for this plant are
tockawhoughe, taw-ho, tucka. In Virginiathis root was
caled Tuckahoe. In New York State a town on the
Hudson River is called Tuckahoe. Can arrow arum have
grown along the Hudson, and been afood staplefor early
peoples, properly cooked of course? The Sprain Brook
Parkway, the Bronx River Parkway, and the Saw Mill
River Parkway, all pass near Tuckahoe, New Y ork. The
macoupin may have grown along the marshy banksof all
theserivers. The Tuckahoe librarian confirmed that tuc-
kahoewasindeed aplant that grew along streams, but the
belief in Tuckahoe was that it was a mushroom.
Land and Culture Changes
Changes in water levels and climate can affect tribal
travels. Sometowns have compl etely disappeared under
water. InthePal eo-Indian (10,000BC-7,500BC) erathere
was much change at the Koster site in lllinois, such as
dune activation and stream dissection.?? At the end of
Early Archaic (6100BC), the land surface at Koster was
5 meters below modern ground level. The Illinois and
Mississippi flood plainswere 15 meterslower thantoday.
There was a dry interval from 6500-5700BC. Hints of
mai ze cultivation appeared towardstheend of thisMiddle
Archaic period. During Late Archaic (Early Woodland)
(3000BC) the Illinois River flood plain became clayish
and sluggish. Macoupin Creek undermined some of the
area_23

Other signs of early creativity in Michigan are an-
cient rock paintings (2000BC) in the Michigan Upper
Peninsula near Burnt Bluff in Delta County. There were
aso drawings at Spider Cave in Michigan. There were
strange circular disksfound at Alpena, Michigan with a
symbol of the thunderbird. These are at the Jesse Besser
Museum in Alpena.?* Ancient circular structures with
wallsand moatsarein several countiesin Michigan, such
structures dated at 5000-1500 years old, one on Beaver
Island, and one south of Alpena at South Pointe near
Black River north of Harrisville. There are similar rock
pilesin Thunder Bay, Canada. Earth works near Selkirk
in sections 33 and 34 of West Branch Township west of
Towas, abit south of Atlanta, Michigan, are dated 5000-
1500 years old.?®

Ancient datable structures can reveal much about tribal
movements. The changing physical characteristics of the
land also tell why tribes might have moved out of an area.
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Chapter 4
Copper & Bronze

Weapons

When people went traveling, especialy intimes of fear,
they carried weapons. Astime passed, weapons became
more deadly. Spear throwers doubled the distance capa-
bilities of the hunter from 65 to 130 meters. Soft copper
was hardened by use of silver or arsenic. Iron becamethe
metal of choice for tools, swords, and spear points.

It is understandabl e that tribal people who are depen-
dent on meat for their food would need weaponsto catch
that meat. However, we have devel oped bigger and bet-
ter weapons with which to kill people. It may bejustice
for atribeto retaliate when it is attacked and hasitsfood
and water supply threatened, but do we need nuclear
weapons which may destroy the whole earth in order for
us to get something to eat? We must treat the earth gen-
tly. The earth isaholy place. We have evolved from the
earth as athought layer to protect the earth and enhance
it, to bring the earth to fulfillment. We must not harm the
earth who suppliesuswith her bounty. We must not harm
each other, for we are made to help each other and the
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earth. We grow into our fulfillment together. We do not
need weapons of mass destruction in order to build a vi-
able earth community. The unwanted result of the prolif-
eration of weapons could be the destruction of the whole
earth.

Cemetery Plaque

A signin Michigan at the Old Copper Culture Cemetery
announces. “At this site approximately 4500 years ago,
Wisconsin Indiansgathered to bury their dead. Because of
their use of copper tools, weapons and ornaments, this
group became known as the Old Copper people. They
fashioned spear points, knives and fishhooks from pure
copper nuggets that may have been transported from
minesasfar away aslsleRoyaleinLakeSuperior. Through
a process of heating and hammering, the nuggets were
made into tools and various other objects.”

Copper Age Begins about 5000BC

ThisOIld Copper Culturesitewasexcavatedin 1952 by the
Wisconsin Archaeol ogical Survey andtheOconto County
Historical Society. Old Copper people lived by hunting
game, fishing, and collecting plant foods. They interred
some of their dead in graves and cremated othersin pits.
Implements of copper, stone, bone, and shell were buried
with them. The copper wasmined or collected of f thelake
shore by the peopl e of the Great L akesarea, but wheredid
it go? Float copper floated on top of the glaciersand is
found in Ohio, Indiana, Michigan, and Illinois.?

About 7000BC the Great Lakes became geologically
asthey aretoday. 5000BC wasthe Old Copper Culture. A
shell representation of the southern Atlantic coastline lo-
cated at the Oconto site hinted at trade routes far away
from Michigan.2 A large copper boulder wasfound on the
lake shore. In 1843 this so-called Ontonagon Boulder was
shipped to the Smithsonian, where it till resides.® The
minesin Michigan were suddenly deserted about 1000BC.
A plentiful amount of copper left Michigan about 3000BC-
1000BC. The Egyptians smelted copper in order to forge
tools to build the pyramids of Khufu, Khafre, and
Menkaure (dated 2550BC-2470BC). Copper artifactswere
plentiful in Mesopotamia.

The Name Cadmus and Associated Myths

A copper tool used in Egypt called agad wasdriveninto
fracturesto crack the rock apart. Theword gad issimilar
to cad. Thereisno Cin Greek, so they used theletter G.
Thelettersof the Greek al phabet, al pha, beta, and gamma,
correspondto A, B, and G. We owe our C to the Etruscans
whodid not havetheG. Their C passedtothe Romanswho
passed it to Latin who passed it on into English.

Thereisaculture hero whose nameis Cadmus, and he
and hisfriends appeared on the historical scene about the
time copper became important. He is said to have intro-
duced the alphabet into Greece. We might think of Cadmus



as the bringer of copper tools to the Mediterranean from
some unknown source, as well as the bringer of the pre-
alphabet. The name Cadmus may mean tool maker.® Egyp-
tian wall paintings picture men from the sea, using the
name of Keftiu or Kaphtor or Phoinikes (this last name
means Red Men) carrying ingots of copper on their shoul-
ders. In the paintings the seamen are colored a shade of
red.® It isalso reported that besides wearing horned head-
gear some sea peoples wore feath-
ered head dresses. Could these sea-
farers be Amerindians from across
theAtlantic?

Therearemythsin Greeceandin
the Bible about Cadmus or Gad.
These myths or culture heroes may
have originated in the copper areas
of North America. In the Greek
myth, Cadmus, aprince of Phoenicia i
(Phoinikes), slew the dragon whose i‘%ﬁ‘
teeth becamewarriors. Thisissimi- |
lar to the Bible story of dead bones
rising as found in Ezekiel 37:1-10.
With five of these resurrected war-
riors, Cadmusfounded and ruled the ancient city of Thebes
in Greece. Kadmeia, themineral cadmium, wasfound near
Thebes, and isused in the production of copper. Cadmium
isatin-white, malleable, ductile, metallic element.

Cadmus was an early Bronze Age individual. The
Greekstell usthat he had four daughters, Semela, Ino (or
Leucothea), Agave, and Autonoe's.” Cadmusis mentioned
in the Bible under the name of Gad. In Genesis 30:11, we
aretoldthat Zilpah, Leah’smaid, giveshirth to Gad. Leah
and Rachel were sistersand the two wives of Jacob. Jacob
was allowed to have children by these two wives and also
by their two handmaids. Jacob isknown asIsrael, and his
sons are the different tribes of the land of Israel. Gad and
the Gaddites are mentioned in Numbers 1:25. There are
45,650 of them (Numbers 2:14). The Gaddites are among
those who spy out the land for the Israelites (Numbers
34.14). They are mentioned again in the Book of Joshua,
and in the Book of Revelation it isreported that 12,000 of
them are sedled or approved for rewards. The Gadarenes
of the New Testament Mark 5:1 may be descended from
Gad, but they kept pigs! Can al these people of the tribe
of Gad be descendents of Cadmus who may have come
with the Keftiu or Red Men?

In 4000BC there were mainly copper and gold uten-
sils. In 4000-2000BC, there were aloys such as an aloy
of copper and arsenic. Thiserawas called the Chalcolithic
(which is copper with arsenic). Another aloy is tin and
copper (whichisbronze). There were early minesin Iran
and east and south Turkey (8000BC). Copper oxide ore
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Horns were worn by Amerindians
aswell as by Vikings.
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(malachite) and azurite (or cuprite) came from these
mines. Thesewereall harder than pure copper. Thesilver
and copper ore that came together naturally from Lake
Superior was superior in its hardness.®
Zinc
Another metal that wasknown to early metallurgistswas
zinc. Zincismalleableat 100 - 150 degrees C. Zinc, iron,
manganese, and franklinite ore were found at Franklin
Furnace Mines, New Jersey. Other
zinc producersinthe United States
areCoeur d’ Alene, |daho; East Ten-
nessee, Virginia; St. Lawrence
County, New Y ork; SW Missouri;
Bingham, Utah; Willow Creek,
New Mexico; Warm Springs,
Idaho; and Metaline, Washington.
~ Theflotation process was used in
.. || obtainingzincat BrokenHill, New

' South Wales. A native Chinese
method used clay pots setin afur-
nace. Zinc ore plus carbon are put
in apot and heated. The zinc rises
up and distills on the cooler upper
half of thepot. Therewasalargezinc form (whichmay be
asarcophagus) found at the Dead Sea. Early people knew
about these different metallurgical methods. Brassis an
aloy of copper and zinc. Additionsof lead, tin, a uminum,
manganese, or iron are made to brass to improve its
resistance to corroding by salt water and make it harder.
The Bronze Age
Bronze is mainly an aloy of copper and tin. Fairly pure
copper waseasy to pound into shape, but somecopper was
foundincombinationwith other metal s, and when melted,
could still be shaped and formed harder tools. Different
civilizations made this discovery at different times ac-
cording to whether or not they had such copper combina-
tionsintheir area, or how expert their metallurgistswere.
The tools made of bronze included swords, awls, knives,
gouges, hammers, daggers, arrowheads, and chariots. Art
workswerejewelry and statuary. TheBronze Agein Peru
isattested to by artifacts. The Greeksrelate that therewas
bronze in Atlantis. “We find, too, that the Druids [in
France] had apillar of orichalcumor bronze, suchasstood
inthetempleof PoseidoninAtlantis. ThisDruidpillar was
discovered at the end of last century at Coligny, in the
department of the Ain.”®

Five early Bronze Age cities were built on the sup-

posed site of ancient Troy. These towns must have been
partialy destroyed fivetimes. Could they have been wars
over trading rights?® Other trading towns about thistime
may have included the Palace of Phaistos on the south
side of Crete with its famous Phaistos Disk containing
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early script. Knossos, Mallia, and Zakro, were also on
Crete. Many palace towns were destroyed around
1700BC. Was it a catastrophe or an invasion? Thera
erupted 1500BC. Thefall of Mycenae at about 1200BC
may have been hastened by the sea peoples, who wore
horned helmets.** Were the horns from buffalo?

Dates defined for archaeological eras are given as
Early Minoan 3000-2100BC, Middle Minoan 2100-
1700BC, Late Minoan 1700BC-1400BC, Mycenaean
1700BC-1000BC. Between 1700-1600BC the
Mycenaeans built a culture in south mainland Greece.
Linear B writing was found on tablets at the mainland
Greece cities of Pylos, Knossos, and Mycenae. One
theory isthat Knossos around 1600BC spread its culture
and Linear A writing into Crete and the Cyclades.*? How-
ever, this culture may have gone the other way, as Crete
and the Cyclades may have influenced Knossos. Crete
may have gone down due to the explosion on Therain
16th century BC. It is believed that princesin Mycenae
spokearchaic Greek, and wererichly entombed. Thetrea-
sury of Artreus at Mycenae, built about 1250BC has a
corbeled vault of cut stone 44 feet high.*®

The cargo of a Bronze Age shipwreck contained 10
tons of copper (354 ingots of the oxhidetype), and about
aton of ingotsof tin, also turpentine, glass beads, olives,
and orpiment (a reddish coloring agent containing ar-
senic).** One source of arsenic is Putnam County, New
York. Another product of Putnam County was magnetite
iron ore. Putnam also has corbelled chambers made of
tremendous blocks of stone which may have been used
for religious or storage purposes. Similarly, the
Mycenaean civilization had cyclopean architecture, large
irregular stone blockswithout mortar, and Linear B writ-
ing. Cyclopean workswere masonry constructed of large
blocks of stone, unhewn and uncemented, said to be the
work of giants who were called Cyclops who had one
eyeinthe middle of their foreheads. Some of the cham-
bers resemble a big eye. Other examples of such stone-
work are found at Argos, Tiryns, Mycenae, Sicily, Italy,
Persepalis, and at Cuzco, Peru.*® The Cyclops have a
relationship with the Cyclades or Kyklades, the princi-
pal group of islands off the coast of Greece. Mg or mem-
bers of this island group are Andros, Paros, Myconus,
Tenos, Thera, Naxos, and Melos.

Tinwasanother Bronze Agetradeitem from cassiter-
itein British Cornwall and Brittany. Another name used
for Brittany wasAmorica. Thismeansit wasin thewest.
England and America shared the same direction of west
of the Straight of Gibraltar and may have been confused.
Beads of blue molten glass found in (Brittany) Amorica
were an Egyptian product from Tell al-Amarna (1800-
1400BC). The western tombs of Wessex and (Brittany)
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Amorica are several centuries older than those at
Mycenae. The vaulted megalithic tombs of west Europe
predate the Mycenae structures by 3000 years.’® Early
Stone Henge was long before the Greek culture.

A natural alloy of gold and silver called electrum was
the material used in the so-called Mask of Agamemnon
which mask predates Agamemnon by about 300 years.'’
(Agamemnon is dated 1300BC.)

Tombs in The Carpathian Mountains

Theeast Carpathiansformed the boundary between Aus-
triaand Romania, alongwiththeNeraand TheissRivers;
thewest Carpathiansformed the boundary between Hun-
gary and Galicia, associated with the Theiss, Pruth, and
Danube Rivers. Passes connect the waters of the Tisza
and Dniester. Tells of the Tisza Valley are of the
Chalcalithictradition, an artificial mound presenting the
remainsof successive settlements, one on top of another.
There were also fortified caves. Their ceramics were
decorated with encrustations of white paste on polished
black backgrounds. They had horses.’® ThetellsinMichi-
gan may be similar, and should be investigated for
ceramic ware. Many mounds in Michigan were destroyed
and their artifacts are no longer around to be dated.
Kings in Mesopotamia (4000BC-1000BC)
Therewereearly villagesettlementsin Syriafrom8000BC
to 6000BC. Tell Halif on the River Habur in northeast
Syria was occupied in the 6th millennium BC. Coastal
Syria housed the cities of Ugarit and Byblos. Different
cultural developments were the Samarra culture in cen-
tral and north M esopotamia(6000B C-5500BC), theHal af
culture in north Mesopotamia (5500BC-5000BC), the
Ubaid in south Mesopotamia (5500-4000BC), and the
Gawracultureinnorth M esopotamia(4000BC-3500BC).
Uruk culture held sway in south Mesopotamia from
4000BC to 3000BC. Dynasties in early Mesopotamian
cities were the Late Prehistoric which had no written
history; the Early Dynastic from 3300BCto 2750BC; the
First Dynasty of Ur, Kings of Lagash, Kings of Umma,
Uruk, and Sumer, the Akkadian Dynasty including Sargon
(2334BC-2279BC), and the Larsa Dynasty (2025BC-
1763BC). Southeast of BabyloninLagash, aruler named
Gudeaheld power from 2141-2122BC. More than 4000
years ago (2000BC), King Tupkish and Queen Ugnitum
controlled copper trade routes in northeastern Syria (an-
cient Mesopotamia).’® A cuneiformtablet and many little
animal figurines which may represent trade items have
been unearthed. Babylon was a very cultured place.
Hammurabi, the Law Giver, was dated 1792BC to
1750BC. The Templeof Nabuwasat Nimrud, thecapital
of Assyriaabout 883BC to 859BC. The stelaof Shamshi
Adad V (815-811BC) isrepresented by alarge cross on
his chest as a symbol of the Sun God. King lists were



found on papyrus and stone. Dated inscriptions, some-
times referencing asteroid events, and radio carbon dat-
ing were used to check these dynasty listings.
Egyptian Dynasties
Thesedatesfor Egyptian dynastiesmay have been influ-
enced by those who would like to believe that nothing
happened bef orethewritten record keeping after 4000BC.
Early Dynasties I-11 3100-2686BC

Old Kingdom I11-VI 2686-2181
First Intermediate VI1-X 2181-2050
Middle Kingdom XI-XI1 2050-1750
Second Intermediate X111-XVIIl 1750-1567
New Kingdom XVI11-XX 1567-1085
Late Dynasties X XI-XXX 1085-352BC

Dates in America

Dates on the American side of the Atlantic can be ascer-
tained by archaeological layers. South American cave
dwellerswerelivingon mountainsandalsoinrainforests
at 10,000BC. Hunters and gatherers were settling into
farming villages by 5000BC. Earthen moundsreflecting
the Hopewell culture and containing copper artifacts
appeared along the Ohio and Mississippi River valleys
around 3000BC. There are also written records, such as
at Manchu Pichuin Peru. If the bristle cone pines can be
counted aswrittenrecords, they al so givesusinformation
about happeningsfrom 8,700 yearsago. Somesmokethat
affected the pines may have been excessive poison from
smelting of metals. Carbon dating is useful for dating,
too, although somewhat flawed.

Mounds at Serpent Mound Provincial Park south of
Peterborough, Ontario, contain grave sitesfrom 200 BC.
Early inhabitants enjoyed wild rice and clams. Grave
goods were unearthed, such as copper from Lake Supe-
rior, silver from a source near the headwaters of the Ot-
tawaRiver, and surprisingly, conch shellsand coral from
the Gulf of Mexico. Conch shells were also found in
Tibet which is many miles upriver from the sea coast.
Other archeological sites in Ontario’s provincial Parks
are Sioux Narrowswith pictographs, L ake Superior Park
with pictographs, Missinaibi Lake with native peoples
pictographs, and Quetico with native peoples’ picto-
graphs. It is believed by some that Peterborough
petroglyphsin Ontario, Canada, were carved in thewhite
marble of the Canadian shield (900-1400AD) by Euro-
pean visitors. Others disagree.

The Iron Age

Thetheory isthat the first intentional production of iron
occurred about 1500BC between the Black and Caspian
Seas on the southern slope of the Caucasus Mountains.
Before the advent of the Iron Age, bellows had been
developedin Egypt for melting copper. Thereweremany
iron rangesor ridgesin the Lake Superior region, which
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with the Ontario Canada areaisthe greatest iron mining
region in the world. Michigan contains the Marquette
and Menominee ranges. Countries need coking coal
reserves to process iron ore effectively. Asforests van-
ished dueto the need for charcoal for ore smelting, ships
could not be built to transport the iron. This caused the
closing down of minesand trading posts. Steel toolswere
used in the making of Solomon’stemple.

When early European colonists came to east coast
America, they thought they “ discovered” iron mines. How-
ever, theAmerindiansin the locality were distressed to the
point of warfare when colonists tried to “open” the mines
for operation. Orewas“ discovered” on an island off North
Carolinain 1585. As colonists moved westward, moreiron
mines and furnaceswere set up. Hopewell Villagein Penn-
sylvaniahad an early iron works.

Tribal movements in the Copper, Bronze,
and Iron Ages

The Fomorians of Ireland were of monstrous height.
They were people invading from the sea. Warsin Irish
legend occurred between the Fomorians and Tuatha de
Danaan (or tribe of Dan). Stories were told like “ David
and The Giant” myth in the Bible. The Azilians who
arrived in Europe circa 10,000BC were giant, skin-clad,
and club-wielding.? Were Azilians and Fomorians the
same people? Where did they come from?

Great Lakes
Trade Items
5000BP-1000AD
found at
Serpent Mound
Ontario
copper, silver,
conch shells

aryt
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Chapter 5
A New Time Frame

Dating from The Bible

We have used the biblical happenings to date important
events in the historic past of the earth. Some careful
calculatorswent so far asto add up all the generations of
people mentioned in the Bible and came up with the
creation of Adam, the first man, at 3941BC. Such mea-
surements assume that our ancestors used the same type
numbersand calendar aswedo. Thesecareful calculators
also believed that all the biblical happenings mentioned
occurred in the Israel-Mediterranean ares, that the Gar-
den of Edenwas not very far to the east, and that Noah’ s
boat docked onamountainin Turkey. Not understanding
the previous culture, they assumed it waslikeours. They
interpreted everything literally and came to incorrect
conclusions.

There is quite a difference in how our ancestors
counted and how we count. Today we have a decimal
system based on ten fingers. We have azero and we can
count from 0to 10, and a so from O to 100 with ease. We
have signs that tell us if we are dealing with addition,
subtraction, multiplication, or division. Some of us get
lost when thereistalk of tens of thousands and hundreds
of millions, but we are much better off than the people
of early Babylon.! In their system all numbers could be
written with only two wedge shaped symbols: V = 1 and
asidewayswedge, < =10. ThusV V =2 and < < = 20.
Depending on spacing and position, \/ /. might equal
101 or 1+1 (2) as there was no zero or plus sign. < V
might equal eleven, but did VV < also equal eleven, or
represent one set of ten?

Early Chinese numbers had similarities to those of
the Babylonians. A (+) in Chinese equals 10. An (x) in
Latin equals 10. Charles Hapgood has a theory about
people who carried their language various places. “Let
ussupposethat a‘ carrier people —anintermediary people
(like seafaring Phoenicians)—were the onesto inherit all
these aspects of science from the ancient source. Let us
further supposethat the‘ carrier people’ brought thissci-
ence, by trade contacts, separately to our known civili-
zations of antiquity; the Babylonians and Chinese took
some elements of this ancient heritage, the Egyptians
others, and American Indian peoples perhaps still oth-
ers.”2What about existence of acivilization before Egypt
and Babylonia? Theworld isfull of myths of such acivi-
lization; Antediluvians, Cyclopean builders, and giant
forerunners, are found in the Bible, in the sacred books
of India, and in Irish and Welsh poetry. The Popol Vuh,
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or legendary chronicle of the Quichesof Central America,
containsinitsfirst book numerous stories connected with
the prehistoric Titans of Guatemala. Therearealso Ameri-
can Indian legends.®

When thinking about a‘ carrier people’, we should con-
sider the legends about the mysterious Atlantis. Greek
historians placed the destruction of Atlantisat either 1000
years before their time (of 500BC) or 10,000 years be-
fore them. Again, they may have had a problem express-
ing their hundreds and thousands like the Babylonians. If
Atlantissank circa10,500BC, much Atlantean settlement
ceased at that point.4 If Atlantis was a real settlement,
where did the people come from? And if Atlantis sank
beneath the waves, where did the survivors go?Atlantean
expansion in the Mediterranean might be identified with
Azilian (10,500BC) or Iberian expansion (1500BC).
Theories Having to Do with Atlantis
Lewis Spence supplies much interesting information in
hisbook, TheHistory of Atlantis.> However, heisworking
out of a box in which his theory is al consuming. His
particular belief isthat theisland of Atlantiswasdefinitely
inthe Atlantic near Europe, and he dismisses suggestions
that counter against that theory.

TheAtlantic Ocean bearsthe name of Atlas. Atlantisis
the genitive or possessive (Greek) form of Atlas, mean-
ing of Atlas. Greek nounsare different from English nouns
in that they have different endings according to whether
they are subjects of the sentence, doing the action, or predi-
cate nouns, direct objects of the action. There are differ-
ent forms of the noun when it is preceded by of (the
genitive case) or when it is preceded by to or for (dative
case). When using the name of the city asafeminine sub-
ject, the word would be Atlanta. When talking about the
continent or country preceded by theword of, the Greeks
would say the continent of Atlantis.

Atlas was a culture hero, a mythological figure with
some basisin fact. In one Greek myth, Atlasisthe son of
lapetus and Clymene, and brother of Prometheus and
Epimetheus, the Titans. Atlas and his brothers made war
against Zeus. Atlas was considered to be a wise astrolo-
ger, amonarch who taught men the reading of the stars.

When we ook at the United States and use the idea of
Henriette Mertz that the lost continent of Atlantis was a
land mass surrounded by the waters of the Atlantic, the
Gulf of Mexico, and sel ected rivers, and also believe that
the name Atlanta might be kept in memory by local tribes
for many years, then wefind several locations named At-
lanta in the land area pin-pointed by Ms. Mertz. One is
Atlanta, Georgia, near the great mound of Etowah, which
some have associated with early chieftains. Another is
Atlantain New York State, which may have been anorth-
ern boundary of such an early chiefdom. There are mound



possibilitiesin New York State and riversthat may have
been boundary lines. A third isAtlantain Michigan which
isnear possible mounds, marking rocks, and riverslead-
ing to the Great Lakes and the Mississippi. A fourth is
Atlantic City, New Jersey. Another Atlantic City lieson
the Oregon Trail where it crosses the Great Divide. At
this point some rivers flow west to the Pacific, and oth-
ersflow east totheAtlantic. Theremay be agood reason
for asettlement where traderswoul d start off for the east
coast, to be named Atlantic City. The city named Atlanta
in Michigan, isnear Alpena, and near Thunder Bay River
south of Cheboygan. If you are a kingpin in the copper
trade, and control a coastal seaport, you would tend to
locate your villaback in the hillslike Atlanta, Michigan,
where it is reasonably safe from marauders. Etowah
Mound is also back away from Atlanta, Georgia, which
might have been an accessible riverport for early civili-
zations.

One of the stories told about the Atlantean civiliza-
tion is that the founder god Poseidon had five pairs of
twin sonsthat had similar establishmentsto his, with cir-
cular walls and moats. The ten sons of Poseidon were
Atlas, Gadir or Eumolus, Amphisus, Eudemon, Mnesus,
Autochthonus, Elassipus, Mestor, Azaes, and Diaprepus.
If we are to accept this myth with some foundation in
reality, we might expect that this early Atlantean tribe
had ten trading areas with capital citiesback inthe hills.
It may be that if the major island of Atlantis was sur-
rounded by water, that this areawas divided into ten ap-
proximately equal areas, and that we might find ten ma-
jor mound sites controlling these areas. What was the
chief mound site? The myth says that Poseidon gave
master control to thefirst born of the eldest pair of twins,
and thisfirst born power was handed down through the
generations. The most important property or possession
of the eldest first-born could be the Michigan area, with
trade goods of copper, fur, lumber, and rice. Othersthink
of Atlantis as being in the area of Bermuda.

Henriette Mertz believed that the waters surrounding
Atlantis were the Atlantic Ocean, the Gulf of Mexico, the
Mississippi, the Ohio, and the SusquehannaRivers. | would
liketo propose an extension which takesin the St. Lawrence
and the original flow of the Great Lakes down through the
Mississippi. This includes the Hudson River Valley, New
England, and the Michigan area, with many other river sites
for the five sets of twinsto govern.

There may have been back and forth travel acrossthe
Atlantic asvariousdisasters destroyed farming and hunt-
ing grounds. Lewis Spence equates Cro-Magnons with
the Cyclopes, atall round-eyed race. The battle of David
and Goliath (I Samuel 17:40-54) refers back to ataller
people and an earlier myth. The Aurignacian race was
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superior to those races existing. They may have cometo
Europe from Atlantis, when sometragedy overtook their
homeland. 22,000 years ago a seismic cataclysm in
Atlantis may have caused people from the Americas to
seek safety in Europe.® About 14,000BC a second cata-
clysm may have caused the arrival of Azilians in Eu-
rope. About 10,500 BC Azilians from North Africamay
have invaded the North American coast. But we do not
know; we were not there. We have cultural artifacts that
give us clues, and inspire us to formulate theories.

Then we have myths. In a Creek Amerindian legend,
Esaugetuh Emissee, the “Master of Breath” (Note the be-
ginning of this nameis Esau similar to the biblical brother
of Jacob!) cameto theisland of Nunne Chaha, which lay in
the primeva waste of waters, and built a house there, with
agreat encircling wall, and canals. This correspondsto the
Atlantean story told to Plato by Critias.”

TheAntisIndians of Boliviaand northwest Brazil say
that theworld wasvisited by agreat flood, in which men
were forced to take refuge in caves.® Quetzalcoatl was
the chief of the Toltecs of Mexico and the Maya of Cen-
tral America. The myths of Poseidon of Atlantis and
Quetzalcoatl of Central America are practicaly identi-
cal and compare to the myth of Hotu Matua of Easter
Island.® Some groupsreally believe strongly in thetheory
of the continent of Atlantis. They would say that “ Atlantis
sent her children over the entire world. Many of them
are to this day living as Red Indians in Canada and the
United States. They colonized Egypt, and built up one
of the mighty Egyptian empires. They spread over the
north of Asia as the Turanians and Mongols.”* This
theory hasinteresting points.

The Pictish tribes were scattered over the area from
northwest Franceto the Orkneys. The name Picts, comes
from the Latin pictus or painted. It was such atribe, the
Veneti, whom Julius Caesar encountered in naval war-
fare off the Breton shores, and who were, he tells us,
assisted by their kindred in Britain. Their ships were so
much larger and better built than the Roman galleysthat
it was only after the most desperate resistance that he
succeeded in overcoming them.*

Boats

How did the people get around? There aretheoriesthat it
waseasy togofromNorth Americato Europeand Europe
to North America. The Azilians, the Aurignacians, the
Turks, theMongols, and the Picts made boatsout of local
materials. Traders were guided by the stars, they knew
about the winds and currents, and they made maps.

In order to prove earlier possibilities of travel, Thor
Heyerdahl with seven companions went on the raft, Ra ll,
on May 17, 1970 from Safi, Morocco to Bridgetown, Bar-
bados (300 miles off the coast of South America) sailing
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3,270 milesin 57 days. Also, Heyerdahl with five compan-
ions sailed on the reed and balsa raft Kon-tiki from Callao,
Peru on April 28, 1947. He ran aground on Raroia Reef
(South Sealslands) having sailed 4,300 milesin 101 days.

Other noteson early boats. A papyrus canoe or tankwa,
used by the Abyssinians on Lake Tana, was about 30
feet long and could carry twenty men. A type of canoe
used off Peru was called caballito, which means little
horse, and may have looked like a rocking horse body.
Reed canoeswere aproduct of Tasmania (an island south
of Australia) and of Titicaca in South America. When
water logged, they were dragged to shore and dried out.
North American Indians had kayaks. Arabs had dhows
(sailing ships). Marco Polo describes Arab sea-craft as
having no iron fastenings, but stitched together with
twine. A 6th century BC basrelief from Nineveh shows
an ox-skin covered basket. The modern guffas used on
the Tigres are similar, but use bitumen to close the boat
off from leaks. Khele nao was a covered traveling boat
used on the rivers of Assam north of Burma. The war
canoe of the Maoris could carry 100 persons. The dhoni
of Ceylon had two pontoons with a little house on top.
The Chinese sampan had amat covered roof, similar to
boatsin India. Thereweresails, paddleswith round ends,
and steering oars that were long and flat. At some point
they used iron to hold wooden plankstogether. Boats on
the Nile (the gyassa, or wide bottomed cargo boats) were
described by Herodotus about 450BC, aswithout ribs or
planking, short pieces bolted together. Sailboats called
felucca had two large sails which hung from the top of
20 foot poles. The muletta of the Portuguese had sails
based on the boat.

Therewere boats 100 feet long, 5000 years ago.t? With
trade, there came the formation of trading blocs. Rome
and Carthage became trade rivals. There also were set-
tlers. In 500BC, 60 ships with 30,000 settlers left from
Carthage. Going where? To New Carthage? Hannibal,
the son of Hamilcar Barca, wasborn 247BC, died 183BC.
Carthage on the Mississippi River may have been the
destination for Carthaginian settlers. Their descendant
Hannibal may have followed to the nearby port of
Hannibal, Missouri, when he had political troubles.
What Did They Take on Their Boats?
Columbus traded beads for gold with the Amerindians.
The Amerindianshad gold, silver, rice, copper, wood for
boat building, furs, and perhaps spices. Aromatic spices
arementionedintheBiblewhenawoman anointsthefeet
of Jesuswithajar of preciousointment called nard which
was very valuable. Its origin was North America.
Settlements, Rocks, and Rivers
Traders left behind rocks to mark the harbors and the
trading sites. Permanent settlers left behind cemeteries,
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religiousmemorials, calendar circles, and cavesor cham-
berswherethey stored their goods. Standing stones may
have been used to mark where food was hidden for the
hungry traveler or where trade goods were deposited. In
the Inuit culture an inuksuk is a stone structure that can
communicate knowledge essential to survival for atrav-
eler. Those that are built to look like ahuman are called
inunnguag. A cairn where ameat cache was placed was
called Pirujagarvik (meaning wherethemeat cacheis).*®
Somelocationsfor such informational and food mark-
ing stones: At Ringwood NJ, thereis a standing stone or
perched rock southeast of Greenwood Lake. We find
that Ontario in Canada has agood selection of dolmens.
AsCanadawasfairly well iced until 8000BC, these stones
may be dated after the Glacial Ageicemelt. A little south
of Canadain New York State, wefind that the princesin
America had their castles, and they had them upriver
away from visiting traders. Near New Paltz, New York,
Indian Chief HieronymusMingusretired to his castleon
the Moodna, 8 miles from its mouth. Rocks in a nearby
areainclude arocking stone at the State Training Schaool
property in the Town of Lloyd on the edge of aledge.*
Rocking stoneswere used for communication purposes.
There were boats of traders on the rivers, and there
werea sotrailsalong theriversthat led up over the moun-
tains. One of the more famousis the Oregon Trail. This
trail is 2,000 mileslong, extending from Independence,
Missouri, to Oregon City, Oregon. The word Oregon is
adirectional termlike Orient. Thetrail followed theval-
leysof theKansasand Little Blue Riversto Fort Kearney,
thence along the North Platte River, touching at Fort
Laramie, through the Black Hills and at Independence
Rock and Devil’s Gate, into the Sweetwater River Val-
ley, through the Wind River Mountains. The junction of
the Sweetwater and the North Platte is now some 200
feet below the surface of Pathfinder Reservoir.’® There
is a break-off of two trails towards California. The Or-
egon continues along the Snake River Valley to Fort
Boise, then north acrossthe Blue M ountainsto the head-
waters of the Columbia River, and along its course to
Fort Vancouver. Itisan old Indian and buffalo trail > We
have no idea how long people have walked along this
trail, but there are some interesting landmarks, such as
Signal Butte, along its length that were used by early
huntersand traders. At Scotts Bluff Bison Quarry in 1933
archaeol ogistsfound projectile pointsin association with
an extinct form of giant bison, on the bank of Kiowa
Creek near Signal Buitte; this showing that big game hunt-
erswere around 10,000 years ago in the Great Plains.*
How did the traders get around?
Human beingswill find waysto communicatewith others
of their kind. Someof therocksthat weresetinplacegave



them directions. Colors could be directional. The names
giventoplacesandriversgavehintsastowheretrailsand
waterways led. There were the stars on clear nights to
help them out. Some investigators feel that if travelers
observed the heavens, they would have lines that mir-
rored the heavens, laid out on the earth. This led to the
making of maps. Maps were carved into the rocks.

Some maps copy other maps that seem to have very
ancient knowledge. Baysthat are now silted up andfallen
into marsh land, are marked as harbors on some of these
very old maps. There is the Piri Re'is map. Columbus
supposedly used a copy of this map that shows the Ant-
arcticacoastline, which today isiced over andinvisible.
However, this map agrees with the seismic profile of the
coastline taken by the Swedish-British-Norwegian Ant-
arctic Expedition of 1949.% This could lead to the theory
that the coast of Antarctica was not covered with ice
sometimein thelast 30,000 years. Some mapswere made
of parchment; some of wood; some on animal skin; some
on metal. When they were worn or becoming illegible,
professional mapmakers would trace out a new copy.

The period of anice free Antarctic coast line may be
quite different from what we usually assume it was. Just
because the ice is there now, does not mean that it was
always there. Our present surroundings lead us to be-
lieve that the physical properties of the earth do not
change very much, that the Sahara was always desert.
However, the Sahara was once lush with trees.

The Piri Re'is map of the Old and New World Atlan-
tic Coasts was copied from an older map in 1513 by a
Turkish seacaptain. Thisolder map was apparently based
on plane trigonometry and on the circumference of the
earth described by Eratosthenes in the 3rd century BC.
Hipparchusin the 2nd century BC knew about spherical
trigonometry. Another map called the Zeno Map of the
Northillustrated the conversion of amore ancient spheri-
cal map projection to aflat portolano style. Looking geo-
logically at still another very old map, the Oronteus
Finaeus Map of Antarctica, it appearsto be copied with
a Renai ssance map making style, from a map that used
spherical trigonometry.’® It'sasif Renal ssance map mak-
ershad lost the knowledge of how to use spherical trigo-
nometry to make map projections. It appears that such
projections were used to produce map grids as seen on
the Piri Re'is map and the Chinese map of YU Chi Thu.

Another factor in checking out the age and culture of
map makers, iswind pictures. We know about the four
winds, north, south, east, and west. They are often pic-
tured on the corners of maps, old and new, for decora-
tive purposes. In the Middle Ages and Renaissance, an
eight-wind system was used, but an even earlier map
shows atwelve wind system, with twelve arcs of 30 de-
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grees each. This checks in with ancient Babylonia and
other early belief systems which had a Zodiac divided
into 12 signs of 30 degrees each. “ Theimplication from
this is that the 360-degree circle and the twelve-wind
system were ancient before the rise of Babylonia.” %
Another implication isthat the Antarctica coastline was
ice free at some point before the rise of Babylon, and
perhaps far back into the mists of a time when sailors
divided the sky into twelve giant pictures.

Who was the clever person who decided there were
360 degrees in a circle? It could have been a woman.
Many male names are credited with inventions, such as
writing and cotton gins, like Thoth in Egypt and Eli
Whitney in the USA. However, we know that a woman
invented the cotton gin, and she was legally unable to
get a patent, so a man took over, got the credit, and ac-
quired any profit that came in. The male population
doesn’t know what to do with wise women. The safest
thing to do is turn them into goddesses and request fa-
vors of them in prayer. Consider the wisdom of Isis of
Egypt and the Goddess of Wisdom, Athena of Greece.

Wheredid Columbus, acitizen of Genoa, get hiscopy
of the Piri Re'is map? Genoa, Italy is on the Bisagno
River whereit flowsinto the Ligurian Sea. The Doria, a
palace in Genoa, was the home of the Dariafamily who
were philanthropists. Genoa has a university founded in
1243. Genoa, as a city of the Ligurians, was the impor-
tant city before the time of Rome. Genoa had ports on
theBlack Seauntil 1475. Therewasinternal turmoil from
the time of Columbus until 1528. Genoan officias had
their handsfull. They could not afford to send explorers
out on expeditions. Columbus and Cabot (who was also
born in Genoa) left to seek their fortunes elsewhere.

The cultural and educational center that was Genoa
was going downhill. Columbus and Cabot, both having
been taught at the Genoa University, believed the earth
to be smaller than it is. John Cabot was born in Genoa,
moved to Venicein 1461 as Genoa degenerated, went on
avoyagetoAlexandriafor spices, and went further onto
Meccawhich was the great mart for the transfer of east-
ern and western goods. He was told that spices came
from caravanswhich came from traders till further east.
These traders got them from “remote regions.” Cabot
reasoned that the spices must come from the east coast
of Asia, and that he could go there leaving from England
and heading west. Cabot knew that the world wasround.
He al so thought he knew the circumference of the earth.
It had been measured by Eratosthenes in Egypt. How-
ever, there is a theory that the length of the circumfer-
ence had been copied incorrectly by scientists. The cir-
cumference was thought to be 10,000 miles less than it
really was, as some numberswere translated incorrectly.
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Cabot had learned of two shipstrying to find what is now
Brazil, in 1480. He aso heard that his fellow Genoese,
Christopher Columbus, sailing for Spain, had reached the
Indiesin 1492 and returned. John Cabot took amore north-
ernroute. He claimed Cape Breton Idand in 1497 for King
Henry VII of England. It took him 53 days from Bristol.
He returned immediately (another 53 days!) as supplies
werelow. They did see remains of campfires. Hereported
he had found the country of the Great Kahn. Thirty years
later in 1527 such travel was very popular. Two English
fishing vessels off the coast of North America reported
they met up with more than 50 French, Portuguese, and
Spanish fishing vessels.? When people overcame their
medieval fear of the seas, and regained the knowledge of
ancient maps and sailors, their traveling abilities came
back asin the days of the copper traders from Michigan.
Animal Travels Around the World

What did the traders and explorers eat on their journeys?
They had casksof water andwine. Thor Hyerdahl reported
that the fish leaped onto his raft. Peanuts and rice were
good staplefoods. Live animals, like turkeys or chickens
that laid eggs, or rabbits that reproduced rapidly, made
good fellow travelers. Therearerabbitsall over theworld
becausethey were easy to take on ship board, liketurkeys
and doves. The turkey probably did not originate in
Turkey, but at a seafaring distance, from whence it was
brought to Turkey and associated with the name Turkey.
Where did the turkey that runs through the New England
woods originate? It isso adaptableto New England that it
seems like it has always been there.

Then we have larger animals. If Nimrod was a great
hunter as recorded in the Bible, could he have acquired
hisfame by hunting mastodon? A mastodon wasfoundin
San Diego, whichisunusual asthey like colder climates.
Perhaps San Diego was colder 9000 yearsago. Mammoths
have been found in New York State. Pictograms of mam-
moths may be mistaken for elephants. The polar bear
prowls the Arctic north of Alaska, Canada, Russia, Nor-
way and Greenland. It isbelieved to have descended from
brown bearsisolated by glaciers. Our European colonial
ancestors brought cattle—cows, horses, sheep, and goats—
on their boats. Hannibal put elephants on boats to cross
the area by Gibraltar. There is Sheep Mountain in the
Badlands of South Dakota. Sheep would find it difficult
to survive without protection, unless they evolved in a
safe spot, or under human domestication. Amerindians
could havedriven herds of sheep acrossBeringiaor boated
them to Asia; then herded them southward toward India
where shepherd-caste Brahmins, such asAbraham would
drive them and other cattle across south Asiato Palestine
and Egypt. The tribe of Dan walking the shoreline and
boating the Mediterranean led sheep up the Danube and
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into Europe, Spain, Wales, and then full circle in boats
back to New England in colonial times.??

| sthere aconnection between the North American buf-

falo and the European bull? Plato describes the bulls of
Atlantis as similar to the bull-worship of Egypt.® There
were buffalo bulls and mammoth bullsin America; also
giant beavers with pelts that could be profitably traded.
Who were the people who traveled?
Aspopul ationsincreased, tribestravel ed. Somany people
traveled! Therewere so many reasonsto leave one place
and gotoanother, such asfire, flood, murder, or poor soil.
If the Land of Canaan belonged to Cain, the son of Ham
and father of Sidon and Heth, why would he ever leave?
Cain, as banished murderer, and as world trader, obvi-
ously had made enemiesin Israel. There may have been
different religious factions. The |sraelites |abeled those
they believed to be non-Hebrew people, as Canaanites.
Cain (or Ka-n'n or Khan of China meaning Lord) was
considered the father of the Cydonians on Crete, the
father of Heth (the Hittites), and others such as the
Jebusites,and Amorites. Pre-I srael was3800BC-1100BC
when many different tribes coursed through Isragl, asit
was on major trade routes. Israel held supremacy from
1100BCto 740BC, thetime of David and hissuccessors.
In this period the biblical story teller set down the story
of Cain and Abel, and told about the mark of Cain. Cain
murdered his brother Abel and left home to became a
trader. Noonewasto harmhim. Thismark said, “Bekind
to traders.” Most people don't trust traders. They feel
they are going to be taken over. When foreigners come
upon a land, they often come as conquerors. The
Amerindians learned to distrust those who came upon
their coastlines. Inthe Cainstory, thepolicy makersof the
Kingdom of David advised respect for traders, even
though they warned their tribal members about foreign-
ers such as Cydonians and Hittites.

Much of our knowledge of tribesisbiblically related
or told from a Mediterranean viewpoint. Cimmerians,
were a tribe described in the Odyssey as dwelling be-
yond the ocean stream, in thickest gloom, unvisited by
Helios (the sun). Herodotus was a Greek historian born
in Asia Minor about 484BC. Herodotus says that the
Cimmerians (or tribe of Gomer) inhabited the country
between the Borysthenes and the Tanai's, were expelled
by the Scythians of southern Russia, and traveled along
the shores of the Euxine (Black Sea), passed through
Colchis, and over the river Halys in central Turkey, to
Asia. This describes a people coming from northern
Russia. With our recent knowledge about the flooding
of the Black Sea, we could easily compose atheory that
the legends brought by this traveling Cimmerian tribe
may haveinspired some of thetal es of the Exodus. Think



of a pathway through the Black Sea, rather than the Red
Sea, with a sudden flood drowning a pursuing army of
Scythians. With the flooding of the Black Sea, the Straight
of Bosporus became a dramatic place. Herodotus relates
that Darius with hisarmy crossed the Bosporus by mak-
ing a bridge of boats. Herodotus told about the history
and myths of the people in the Mediterranean and Black
Seas areas. The stories he heard were similar to the tales
that weretold by the tribes that arrived in Israel.

Another source for biblical legends was the period
2900-2300BC when the Sumerians dominated southern
Mesopotamia. Where did they comefrom?Their language
has no known relative. They used cuneiform. The Sum-
erian language was gradually replaced by Akkadian in
the time of Sargon (2334-2278BC).?* The stories of the
baby who wasplaced in abasket inthewater (like M oses),
and another story somewhat like the biblical Joseph who
became the vizier of a king, were told about Sargon a
thousand years before they were written down in Israel.
The legend of the sacrifice of Jephthah’s daughter in
Judges 11:34-40 hasrootsin atale about Sargon’s daugh-
ter Enheduanna. Another story that may have inspired
biblical tales is that Sargon had two sons of which the
younger ruled first upon his father’s death. Then the el-
der killed and displaced his younger brother.

How did these legends get to Israel? One of the tribes
of ancient Israel, thetribe of Judah, came from the moun-
tains east of Babylon. Some attribute the fall of Naram-
Sin, grandson of Sargon the Great of Babylonia, to the
Gutians. The Gutian Dynasty ruled in Babyloniafor about
100 yearsfrom circa2220BC to 2120BC. They surfaced
again as the Tribe of Gudah or Judah in Palestine. They
had red hair, black hair, and pale skins, like King David.

The rulers in Mesopotamia had Amorite tribal back-
grounds after 2000BC. Amorites came from west of the
Straight of Gibraltar. What language did they bring with
them?What writing? Hammurabi wasabout 1750BC. Can
we connect Moses the Law Giver with Hammurabi the
Law Giver? These were more storiesthat were available
for the scribes of David and Solomon.

There is one theory that the original Greeks “arrived
from the northern Balkans, or perhaps across the Aegean
Sea from Anatolia (Turkey), in a series of waves during
the second millennium BC.” They encountered a higher
materia culture in the Minoan civilization centered at
Knossos in Crete.?® Another theory is that some Greeks
camewith Cadmusfrom thewest. As Cadmus camefrom
thewest, he may have been associated with seafarersfrom
thewest, who may have been North American fishermen.
Perhaps there is some truth to both these theories.

The Etruscans thrived on the north coast of the Medi-
terranean. Could they have been the forerunners of the
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Genoese supplying sea-faring data? Two sub-seas of the
Mediterranean which were under the control of the
Etruscans are the Ligurian Sea and the Tyrrhenian Sea.
Were the Tyrrhenians the same as the Etruscans? Drop
the E from in front of Etruria and you get hames like
Tyrrheniansor Tyrsenians or Turks. The Genoese sailors
had friendly relations with the Turks. Tyr in Norse My-
thology isson of Odin and god of war. Did the Etruscans
originate in the colder regions of Europe?

Theearliest inhabitants of Scotland wereanon-Aryan
race, similar to the Basques. Then aCeltic and non-Aryan
people came to northern Scotland and combined with
the non-Aryan people aready there. They were called
Caledonians (in Roman times). The descendants of the
Caledonians were called Picts.® In southern Scotland
there were the Celtic Brythons (or Britains) of the same
blood as the Welsh. Another theory is that Welsh and
Celts had ties to some early people in America. Early
writing of these people was Irish ogham.?” The names of
two Cdltic tribes are the Ordovices and the Slures. Ary-
ans are the tribal groups that came from India into the
Iranian plateau and eventually invaded Europe.
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Chapter 6
People of God

Special People

Peopl e worshipped God when therewas no Bible ...when
therewasno church ... whentherewereno priests, no altar
servers, no theologians ...

Abraham worshiped God. He had no Bible. He had no
church. He believed he was special with God. The story
goes that he was called The Friend of God.

Weall liketo think that we are special with God. After
al, somewise energy created us, and thisenergy isdoubt-
less wise enough to protect us and encourage us.

As we are al people of God, we all have our stories
about how God made us, how God chooses us, and how
God gives us food and land. The Bible gives us myths.
The Polynesians have their myths. The Amerindians have
theirs. Where did all these myths begin?

People of God
We are ALL people of God, the children of one creator.
We are called to loving community with one another.

When God promised the land to God's people, who
were those people, and what territory was being prom-
ised? We have read the myth of the chosen peoplewritten
down in the Bible, where certain interpretations of God
credit God with being exclusive. Some people say that
God is God of the oppressed, and that God will destroy
the rich and powerful. This sounds like a pretty violent
God, destroying those who have more material goods.
Those of uswho have alot of thingsdon’t like the sound
of a God who plays favorites. There must be a mistake.

One possible explanation of the myth of the chosen
people in the land of Israel might be that the Israelites
were able to write it down. Before the time of the King-
dom of David in Israel, there was not too much writing
ability. David is credited with uniting the tribes that were
intheland of Israel. Tribal |eaders pledged themselvesto
blood brotherhood by dlitting their veinsand mixing their
blood together. Many of these tribal groups came from
the east, and likewise many of their legends came from
the east. They told their myths orally around the camp-
fires, and many of thelegendswere about the samethings,
such as the exclusion from a beautiful garden and being
kept from that garden by fire, the legend of agreat flood,
tales about an angry God, and also about the love of God
for God's creatures.

Surely God loves God's creation, loves ALL that cre-
ation. In Genesiswe hear that God findsthe creation good.
God has loving concern for everybody, for blacks and

26

whites, for homosexual s and heterosexuals, for malesand
females, for poor and rich, for prisoners and those who
guard them, for both sidesin those countries around the
world whose citizens are killing each other. God loves
everybody. But this myth about God loving one chosen
race in particular got written down about the time of the
Kingdom of David, and got to be associated with a par-
ticular group of people, as opposed to the other nations
and peopleswho had the sameinner feelings about God's
love, but who had not written down that aparticular spot
on earth belonged to them. Writing can do alot of good
to encourage loving community, but when used by one
group to exclude another group, it can do harm. Thegroup
that is being excluded can become very frustrated and
react negatively. We can see this sort of reaction in the
land of Israel today.

The Old Testament writersrecognized God'slove and
spoke about how God loved people. Wefind thislove of
God expressed morefully inthe New Testament. Wefind
God'sforgivenessin Luke 6:27, the Sermon onthe Plain
where Jesus says, “Love your enemies. Bless them who
curseyou, and pray for them who despitefully use you.”

Weareadll different. We come from different cultures.
If we want to be respected, we each must respect the
differenceswefind in others. In | Corinthians 12:12 we
are told we are many parts, but we are all one body. If
one part is hurt, all parts are hurt with it. | Corinthians
goes on to say that we are the body of Christ. Just what
isthe body of Christ? It is the community that contains
God'slove. Inthat community of love, we each have our
specia gift. Some are prophets, some are healers, some
arethereto serve, some areto lead, someto teach, some
to comfort.

Inour present world, weliketo think that weare God's
special people, superior to the animals, and at the top of
the food chain. The first thing we should agree upon is
that God created us all. We are wonderfully made from
star dust. All people on the earth (according to 1 Peter
2:9-10) areachosen race, the human race, aroyal priest-
hood to serve each other, prophets to encourage one an-
other when we get depressed or discouraged or fearful.
How should we act in order to properly fulfill the roles
of prophet, priest, or ruler? What do you think God had
in mind when we were created? Were we created to call
each other names and wield power over each other? Or
were we created to serve one another with kindness?
Slaves Are Our Relatives
Oneincrediblemyth still inforcetoday isthe acceptance
of slavery. How could we buy into theideathat certain of
God's people were doomed forever to be considered of
lesser quality? Those of us with pale skinsin America
who have ancestors in the southern states may be quite



closely related to someof our darker brothersand sisters.
It was customary for early Virginianswho had slaves, to
have children by those daves. Those of us who are
descended from pre-Civil War Southerners have a high
probability of being related to the offspring of former
dlaves. Present day black people don't like to think of
their ancestry springingfromaforcedrape. Slaveholders
would quotetheBiblebelievingthat if Abrahamand Sara
had slaves, davery istheright way to go. Othersjustify-
ing slavery quotetheBibleon the sonsof Noah believing
that Ham' s children should be subject to the children of
Japheth and Shem (Genesis 9:18-27). Itisillogical for a
spontaneous reaction of a son to a drunken father to be
taken asasign that heand hisdescendantsforever should
be enslaved to his two brothers and their descendants.
Rather, the Bibleis describing the horrors of living in a
dysfunctional family, andtheirrational behavior of those
who become intoxicated. For the southern states who
were economically dependent on slave labor, it was
convenient to interpret this section of the Bible as justi-
fying davery. Other verses in the Bible demanding that
one’ s neighbor be treated kindly, and the redemption of
davestend to get ignored (Deuteronomy 23:15-17).

It islikewise convenient for some land owners today
to lean on an erratic biblical interpretation. | Chronicles
16:18 says, “Unto thee will | give the land of Canaan,
the lot of your inheritance.” The Hebrew roots of the
myth call this marvelous promised land, the land of
Canaan. Was the land of Canaan another name for the
land of Israel?If it was Canaan’s land, why should it be
givento Israel ? Certainly not from the pronouncements
of Noah against his offspring Ham, asin Genesis9. What
are thein-depth early meanings of the names and myths
associated with the promised land? They reflect earlier
triba or religious rivalries. Interpretations of myths are
liketheories. Onedoesn’t really know if one hasthe cor-
rect interpretation. We have great difficulty in thinking
likethe ancientsthought. We are not of their time or cul-
ture. We were not there. We do not know.

Interpretations of a myth carried over from the time
of Abraham continue the thought about justification of
davery into New Testament times (Galatians 4:30). Abra-
ham may have been a patriarch, but he was not perfect.
Picture this tribal elder dumping in the wilderness the
slave maiden whom he had raped and her son whom he
had fathered. “The child of the slave woman shall not
inherit with the child of the free woman.” It could be
that this verse applied primarily to Abraham’s two sons,
Isaac and Ishmael. Some people still quote thisverse as
areason for Jews to exclude or mistreat Palestinians, or
for areason for whites to ignore blacks. Thisisafright-
ening misinterpretation.
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What is slave and what is free? We are in bondage
whenweareendaved by fear or hatred. We arefreewhen
we are forgiving and kind and show respect for other
people. Using these definitions for slave and free, who
in Israel is endaved? Those who are forgiving and kind
inherit the fruit of their actions.

Inheritors in the Land of Israel

All thetribesthat werein Israel at thetime of David are
figuratively described in the Bible as “sons’ of Israel
through his two wives and their two handmaids. This
story telling gives the reader some figurative relation-
ships, andimpliesthat sometribeshavemoreapproval or
political clout than others. Mother Leah, representing a
daughter of white man Laban and his wife of unknown
color, had six sons;— Reuben (meanings connected with
friend or shepherd), Simeon (has to do with hearing or
obeying), Levi, the protector of Dinah from Sechem,
meaning judgment, Judah the rapist of his sister Tamar,
meaning lion cub or praise of the Lord, Zebulon (mean-
ing sea shore dwelling), and Issachar (meaning recom-
pense). Her handmaid Zilpah contributed two more sons,
Gad (meaning happy troop) and Asher (meaning bless-
ing). Gad and Asher, aschildren of thehandmaid, areless
connected to David's tribal collective, and may have
come from foreign shores. They may not have been as
light colored asthesix sonsof L eah. Zilpah, asslave, may
have had almost any shade of skin. Rachel, the daughter
of Laban and sister of Leah, had two sons Joseph and
Benjamin. These were Isragl’ s or Jacob’ s favorite sons,
or the people who really belonged in the land. Joseph
means increase, and Benjamin means Son of the Right
Hand. Rachel’s maid, Bilhah, had two sons, Naphtali
(meaning swift hind) and Dan (meaningjudge). Thetribe
of Dan may have been the tribe of the Goddess Diana, a
religious and justice-oriented group. Israel’s “son” Jo-
seph had two sons, that somehow wereadded to thetribal
list. Ephraim, meaning that which brings fruit, and
Manasseh, that means forgotten. We don’t hear much
about Manasseh. He isforgotten.

David unified thetribesin theland of Israel. Thefirst
part of Israel, Is equals man. The end part, El, means
God. Onemeaning for Israel ispeople of God. El means
God of the Mountain. The second name for the land,
Canaan, comesfrom the name Cain, the brother of Abel.
Caindew Abel, and his punishment wasthat he was sent
away. Cain became atrader, wandering over the world,
probably by boat, because the God of the Polynesians
Ka ne has asimilar name. The leader of Chinaiscalled
Kahn, which means Lord or Prince. Thus Canaan may
mean The Lord’s Land. Tradersalso do businesson land,
and the land of Canaan was a place where many land
routes crossed. Many nations met and traded in that area
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bringing their ideas of God with them. Theland of Canaan
may beinterpreted as comprising the trade routes of the
earth and the spiritual ideas of al the earth.
Inheritors in West Coast North America
David had awise solution for competitorsfor thelandin
hisera. Eachtribewasrecognized and assigned aspot. In
the myths of the Columbia River tribes we hear about
tribal land and cultural assignments. The spiritual hero-
animal, Coyote, designated the Chinook Indiansto live
near the mouth of the river. They were to be traders.
Otherswould live along the coast and be fishermen. The
Klickitat would livea ongtheriversthat flowed fromthe
big mountain into the Columbiaand be famousfor their
horsemanship. The Cayusewould live along the Colum-
bia and be powerful with their war clubs. The Yakima
would live along the Y akima River to the east and be
helpers of the poor. The Nez Perce would live in the
valleysof the Wallowaand the Kookooskiaand be great
in council and speechmaking. All these early placements
hel ped to keep the status quo and kept the people peace-
ful. Peopledwellinginthe ColumbiaValley today feel no
obligation to respect the land designations of earlier
peoplewhose numbers have diminished and whose com-
munities have faded away. Thereisno similar need for
those who believe they are David’ s descendents to push
other people out of Israel/Palestine.

Laws Set Down by Mother Earth
Communities set down laws that encouraged sharing
among peopleandtribes. David calledthepeoplein|srael
a brotherhood, implying they could work together. In
Peru the peopl e speak of PachaMama, or Mother Earth.
A'Y akima(Washington State) |legend describesafemale
mountain named Pahto (today called Mount Adams) asa
mountain goddess who gives all the foods and animals
freely to human beings. The myth teller says, “That is
why | alwaysgivefreely, why | feed the hungry without
pay. ItistheLaw, theshining Law, lifted highwhereitis
painted by the Sun and blanketed by the clouds. Since
they are the gifts of the Great Maker, the foods which
were planted for his children must all be free.”* This
philosophy was encouraged by the practice of pot-latch,
in which tribes gave gifts to one another.

The Shining Law ispraised in Psalm 19:7, “The Law of
Yahweh is perfect, new life for the soul; the decree of Yah-
wehistrustworthy, wisdom for thesimple.” Isaiah 1: 17 pro-
motes generosity and sharing with the widow, the orphan,
and the oppressed as fulfillment of God's law. Isaiah 1:19
says, “If you are willing to obey, you shdl eat the good
things of the earth.” For those who treat their neighbor with
kindness, there will be aland of peace. Peace is given to
those who promote peace. “If you live according to my laws,
if you keep my commandments and put them into practice,
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| will give you the rain you need at the right time; the earth
shall giveits produce and the trees of the countryside their
fruits. ... You shdl live secure in your land. .. | will give
peaceto theland.” (Leviticus 26:3-15)

Laws as seen by religious believers incorporate kind-
nessto others. It seemsthat natural laws are put in place
that guarantee justice for those who try to be just. These
laws asinterpreted by religious leaders and authoritative
rulers usually encourage positive behavior.

Observing natural laws and recognizing consequences
of disobeying laws, helps to build strong communities.
We recognize the needs of others to food and housing.
We recognize the need for self-esteem and the urge to
reproduce. People were instilled with the need to repro-
duce their kind in order to evolve to something good, we
know not what, as yet. We do not know what we shall be.

Thisprocessof changein humanity comesthrough two
way's, cooperation and competition, and also through ge-
netic adaptations. Humankind's cooperation, competition,
and adaptation built early tribal law, the Ten Command-
ments, Muslim and church laws, Hiawatha's potlatch
ritual, and Jesus' Law of Love. The future of humanity
opens up to possihilities of friendly sharing. We may miss
thisopening to greater good if we get stuck in retaliation.
It seemsthereis an evolutionary opening at thispoint in
time for our development, if we practice compassion to-
wardsALL people, and calm the urgeto retaliate and use
weapons out of fear.

Similarities Between Biblical and
Amerindian Myths

Speaking about Amerindians in Indian Legends of The
Pacific Northwest, Ella Clark finds that “readers ac-
quainted withthefolk literature of the Old World will find
striking parallels between it and the oral literature of the
Indiansof the Pacific Northwest.”2 Aesop’ sFablessound
very much like the animals in Amerindian stories. “A
skillful Indian storyteller isactor aswell asnarrator.” Ina
similar manner, the ancient Greek storyteller sang and
acted.®

This book by Ella Clark is mainly Pacific Northwest
myths, Washington and Oregon. There are stories that
remind usof biblical lore. How did the Amerindiansthink
of God? Was God an all-powerful spirit, amotherly pro-
vider, some force to be worshiped, a marvelous animal,
or a Supreme Being? Probably different Amerindians
thought differently. Our wise people today still do not
have the answers to “Who is God?’ The myths of the
Amerindians can be just as informative about the nature
of God as parables in the Bible. Those who see no con-
nections between Amerindian myths and European reli-
gioustales can always claim such resemblances are coin-
cidences. Examples are listed below.



Coyote and Anubis: The Amerindian Coyote is an ani-
mal that had god-like qualities, or wason very good terms
with the great creator. Anubisisthe Egyptian God of the
Dead andisrepresented asablack jackal withabushy tail.
These godly creatures are each sometimes pictured as a
four footed anima with a standard, somewhat like the
later day representation of theLamb of God. Oncavesites
in Oklahoma, the animal isdrawn with aflag coming out
of its back. In Plain Sght by Gloria Farley* describes
these cave sites. She believes that the Anubis figure in
these caves cannot be Coyote, that Coyote would not be
wearing the Egyptian crown or carrying the Egyptian

Anubis and The Lamb of God,—
one religious symbol can influence another.

symbol of authority, the flail. We do not know what the
crown and the flail might be in an Amerindian picture.
Coyote might have two horns coming out of hishead that
appeared likeacrown. Theflail might represent apack of
arrowsmaking aropeto reach to heaven. Again, the head
symbol might represent thesun, andtheobject on Coyote's
back might represent firewhich Coyote had stolenfor the
good of humankind. We do not know if the Anubis
symbol came from Egypt to Oklahoma, or if the Coyote
symbol came first and was taken to Egypt.
TheNaming of Creatur es: With the Amerindiansof the
Pacific northwest, myths describe an earlier race of ani-
mal swho acted likereal people, but may have had animal
heads or bodies. Egyptian tomb drawings also picture
such creatureswith eagle heads or cow horns. Raven was
the benefactor animal in the Puget Sound area; Coyote
was the benefactor east of the Cascade Range.® In an
OkanoganmyththeSpirit Chief givesnamestotheanimal
people. WhenhenamesCoyote, Creator giveshimspecial
power to change himself into any form. With this power
Coyoteis able to help the human beings who eventually
arrive on the scene. In another Colombia River Valley
legend, Coyotehimself givesnamestoall theanimals.fin
asimilar manner Genesis 2:19 has God turning the nam-
ing of the animals over to Adam.

Following the naming, laws are laid down for beast
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and human. Genesis9:5b I will demand an account from
every beast and fromman.” The beast isaleftover from
the Amerindian myth where Coyote overcomes a mon-
ster and gives him a new law, “You can no longer kill
people as you have been doing.”” As all creatures are
given admonitions to take care, so they must be given
the words of salvation. We find that as recently as the
Gospel of Mark, early Christians are asked to “proclaim
the Good Newsto all creation.” Thisissometimestrans-
lated “all creatures.” (Mark 16:16)
The Garden of Eden and Volcanoes: Adam and Eve
were turned out of the Garden and could not return
because of an angel with aflaming sword. Flame sounds
like meteors or volcanoes. People may have relocated
because of volcanos. Legends relate these events and
describe how many peoplewereburied by therocks. The
Three Sisters Mountains once were one mountain that
blew its top and became three peaks, in Amerindian
language Klah Klahnee.®
Patriar chal Dominance: Another story in Genesisthat
may have the same origins asthe In the Beginning story
of the Nisgually of Puget Sound, is God' s proclamation
to Eve (Genesis 3:16b), “Y our husband will lord it over
you.” The Spirit Chief tellsthe woman, “Y ou will serve
man and be useful to himin these ways. He will be your
master.” The Spirit Chief told the Nisqually that there
weretwo powers, onegood and one evil. He himself had
been sent to them by the good power.® The Zoroastrians
seem to have belief in that myth, and some Christians,
too, believe in God and the devil.
TheMyth of TheDestroying God: Thethemethat God
will destroy peopleisfoundin Genesis6:5-8 and alsoin
many Amerindian myths. When the Great Spirit lived on
thesummit of M ount Takhoma(Mount Rainier) in Wash-
ington State, “he was angry because people and animals
werewicked and did many mean thingsto each other. He
decided that he would rid the earth of all of them except
the good animals and one good man and his family.”
The Myth of the Flood: The Bible relates how Noah
built a boat of reeds and wood (Genesis 6:14,15). This
sounds like the myth came from either Egypt or Lake
Titicaca, placeswhere reedswere used in boat construc-
tion. When Thor Hyerdahl made araft to float acrossthe
Pacific, he used reeds and balsa wood from the Lake
Titicacaarea. Could Noah have started off from Ecuador
and floated across the Pacific? With so many different
Amerindian tribes, there are a variety of boat construc-
tions. Onelegend startsoff on afloatingisland that breaks
apart. Couldthisbeaniceberg, asthemal eflood survivor
catchesawhale, and then heand hiswifeareableto make
acanoe or kayak and paddle eastward (!) to safety ?**
Hebrew myths used Mount Ararat asthe place of land-
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ing, but the Squamish of northwest America named
Mount Baker astheir haven. Their belief isthatinalarge
crack halfway up the slope of Mount Baker, is the out-
line of the giant canoe that saved them.2

Another legend in the Yakima country reports that a
good mansaid, “1 have heard from the land of the spirits,
that a big water is coming that will cover al the land.
Make a boat for the good people. Let the bad people be
killed by the water.” The good people chipped a cedar
with stone and with antlers of elk and burned it hollow
with fire. The boat came down on Toppenish Ridge. The
Yakimasbelieveitisstill there and that it can be seen on
the east side of the ridge.*®

In another flood myth, Coyote, as a human with bow
and arrows, ran to the top of Mount Shasta to avoid the
flood. All the animals followed him. When the waters
went down, the animal s scattered al over theearth.’* The
deluge is recorded by another Amerindian tribe using
Mount Jefferson, the second highest peak in Oregon, as
the saving mountain. The people made a great canoe,
and put their childreninit accompanied by a sixteen year
old maiden and her baby and husband. It is said that you
can gtill seethe big canoe near thetop of Mount Jefferson,
for it was turned to rock.™
Creation of Languages. Chief William Shelton told a
story about Pushing Up The Sky. “In the beginning, the
Creator and Changer made theworld. He created first in
the East. Then he slowly came westward, creating as he
came. With him he brought many languages. He gave a
different language to each group of people he created.” 1
Commenting onthisdirect quote, | would liketo say that
the use of heto describe the creator may be of necessity.
Somelanguages usethe sameword for heand sheand for
what may be either. In this way language may have
contributed to those who did not understand language, to
think of God as male. This creation of the world and
people and language started in the East (where the sun
comes up). The legend is from the west coast. This
CreativeGod may havegivenlanguagein South America,
goneabit northwest to Central America, andlastly gotten
to the west coast and to Puget Sound. He, She, or Great
Spirit scattered many languages at Puget Sound. It must
be that there were many people coming in boats and
settling around Puget Sound. The story goes on to say
how the people had thisurgeto makethesky higher. This
sounds like the story of the Tower of Babel and the
diversification of language.
The Myth of Language Confusion: A myth from the
Swinomish Reservation gives the reason for language
variation. Three sisters built a high house, because they
wanted to go up tothe sky to seethe Creator. Wasit made
of wood or stone or brick? We do not know. They built it
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higher and higher. By the time the house was finished,
they could not speak the same language, and they could
not understand each other. That iswhy there are so many
differentlanguagestoday.’” Genesis 11:1-9tellsabout the
Tower of Babel. Astribesmoved eastward they decidedto
build atower in Shinar (Babylonia? China?) and make it
out of bricks, bakedinthefire. Technology had reached a
point where tribes people were able to bake bricks. But
language had reached a point where people could not
communicate. This myth is applicable to us today. Our
technology is marvelous, but our communication skills
are stuck in the Dark Ages of hate, militarism, and com-
petition.

By definition, people moving eastward, comefrom the
west. The biblical term for people from the west is
Amorites which is how Americagot its name. It was the
placeinthewest where the boat-traveling Amoricans came
from. We are not to believe the rumor that America was
named after Amerigo Vespucci. The opposite isthe case:
Amerigo was named after the continent that he mapped.
The Greek term for the boat traveling peoplewho had red
or purple sails was Phoenicians. The Phoenicians came
with Cadmus. Cadmus brought the alphabet to Greece.
Cadmium was an element found near Thebes in Greece.
Cadmium isused in batteries. Copper is used to produce
wirethat transmitselectrical current. The Phoenicians may
have been the red men who brought copper from the mines
near Lake Superior. Can we trace the building of a high
building to reach the sky, from Amerindiansin northwest
Americato copper tradersin the Great Lakes, and from
there to ajourney across the Atlantic through the Medi-
terranean to aplain in Babylonia?

Giants: The Bible reports that there were giants back in
those good old days (Genesis 6:4). Amerindian legends
report that Mount Hood, the highest peak in Oregon was
arefugefor atribe when mountains hurled rocks around.
Thesepeopledidn’t get enoughto eat and suffered, sothey
never got as gigantic astheir ancestors.’® They looked on
other peopleasgiants. A Nez Percemythtellshow Hell’s
Canyon onthe Snake River waswhere giantsfell into pits
filledwith copper liquid that waskept boiling by throwing
heated rocks into them.®

Jealous Wives. The Amerindian myth about jealous
wives is told partly to describe the origin of some local
mountains. Itisalsotoldtoinstruct wivesthat jealousy is
not profitable. We learn from this myth that bigamy was
asoacustominearly North America, aswell asinbiblical
societies. The two Amerindian wives are jealous® like
Jacob’swivesin the Bible.

Origins of Law: Isthe law of the Kumush, like the law
written downin Genesis?! John 1:16-17 states, “ Thelaw
was given through Moses.” There are questions about



Moses. Heishard to date. Hemay have been an Egyptian
serving Egyptian royalty, or he may have been a
Babylonian serving Hammurabi or an earlier Babylonian
ruler. Written law arrived in the mid-east when it was
possible for mid-east people to write it down.

Amerindians had the custom of pot-latch, where dif-
ferent tribes gave to different tribes in a prescribed cir-
cular give-away. Did they keep written tallies of their
gifts?If thistype of law wasunwritten, did it give greater
opportunity for parties to argue about personal view-
points? When the law iswritten, there are still opposing
viewpoints (witness the number of lawyers who argue
about details of the laws). When laws are written down,
they tend to become all authoritative and almost wor-
shiped.

Rocks were painted after the big flood relating to the
lawsof the Yakima.?? A rock with what |ookslike horses
hoofs on it, has the law represented by the hoofprints
which describes cuneiform wedge-shaped writing. A big
eye representation on the Colombia reminds mythol o-
gists of the Egyptian God Ra sending his one eye out to
view the earth, and eventually ending up with two eyes,
the sun and the moon, to keep track of people'sdeedsfor
both the day and the night.

Jonah and TheWhale: A Chippewalegend relatesthat
Menabozho (or Hiawatha) is swallowed by abig fishin
Gitchee Gumee (L ake Superior). A squirrel isalso swal-
lowed and it advises Menabozho who shoots an arrow
frominsidethefish’sbelly and killsit. It diesand floats
onto a beach where good Grandmother Nokomis lives.
M enabozho cutsup thefish, and obtainsfish oil which he
usestodissolvequantitiesof tar onastrip of beach.Z This
legend ties L ake Superior to aproblem of tar, which may
not beal ake Superior problem. ThereistarinCalifornia,
andinBabylonia. Cantar besoftened withfish il ? A fish
diet contain good cholesterol that dissolvesbad cholesteral.
Similarities with Legends of Other Areas
Amerindian and Greek Legends. Aged female
Skookums guarding their fire are similar to the Three
Fates passing one eye around in the Greek legend.
Coyote and Eagle visiting the land of thedead islikethe
Greek story of Orpheus and Eurydice.?

There are a number of myth names for Rabbit, the
major myth character in southeast United States. He is
Brer Rabbit of folk tale fame. His name Cofi (or Rabbit)
could be replaced by tama-timi-kko (which ending
mikko=chief or king).?> Theterm Rabbit isrelated to be-
ing achief or king, in the Mayan language.

Pandor a’ sBox: Thelegend of Pandora sBox whichbox
contained all the diseases and problems of humankind,
wastold by the Greeks, and al so by theNisqually of Puget
Sound in thefollowing manner:—The Spirit Man made a
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big house with just one opening. He put all the diseases
and evil deedsinto it, and put it in charge of one family.
One day the daughter of this family got curious and
opened the box. Humankind was never the same.
Aesop Fablesin Greece: Aesop’s Fablesare Greek tales
that use animals as charactersto teach people moral behav-
ior, asin the Amerindian myths. Did the Greeks get their
animal storiesfrom the Amerindians or vice versa? Which
way didthestoriesand thetribestravel ? ThereareaFox and
a Crow after some grapes in an Aesop narrative; Fox is
replaced by Coyote in a comparable Amerindian fable.?
Drinking Cup: The Wasco tribe have abig cup that is
sometimes present and sometimes vanishes, as in the
Holy Grail legend.®

Quetzalcoatl: Themysteriousgod-figureor culturehero,
Quetzalcoatl or Kukulcan, surfaced in the Y ucatan Pen-
insulainMexico.® Theremay havebeen several comings
of Quetzalcoatl. The dates and story of Quetzalcoatl
correspondto thedatesand story of Bjorn Abrandsson of
Iceland who left Iceland about 986. Another |celander,
Gudleifr, went off course about 1030 AD. His boat
landedinaforeign placeand wasrescued fromthenatives
by a man who spoke Norwegian. This may have been
Quetzalcoatl or Bjorn. The story goes that Quetzal coatl
gavearing and asword to Gudleifr to taketo hisson and
former girlfriend, and would not tell his name. This
Quetzal coatl may have had horseswith him. Therewere
two other “descents’ of Kukulcanin Mayan mythology.
The Aztecs believed that Cortez with the Spaniards in
1521 was Kukulcan returning.

Example of More Recent Myth

The retelling of myths continues. Cervantes composed
his masterpiece Don Quixote in 1605. A soldier in Italy
and the Azores, a captive among the Barbary pirates of
Algiers, a writer of drama and romance, imprisoned
twice, and a collector of taxes and of provisions for the
Indiesfleet, itishardto say where he got the material for
hisstory. Don Quixoteand hisbuddy Sancho Panzahave
a strange similarity to the Amerindian culture heroes,
Coyoteand Fox. Quixoteand Sanchotakeavoyageinan
enchanted bark and an aeria flight astride a wooden
horse. Wooden horses figure in other myths.

Cervantes' story goes back alittle further to the story
about el Cid, a Spanish national hero who lived about
1040 to 1099. Legends and traditions are set down in
Spanish and Moorish records. He a so has something to
do with Sancho, the eldest son of Ferdinand I. ElI Cid
was known as Campeador (or Champion). Myths attach
themselvesto real people, and creep in and become part
of themore modern folk lore of acountry which country
may not be the country of origin. It isinteresting to note
the similarity of the names Quixote and Coyote. In the
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time-separated talestold in Spain, there aretwo Sanchos.
It seems that myths can re-surface time and time again.
More Theories about Myths

With so many myths having similarities with Bible
stories, what conclusionscanwedraw?Which mythsare
older, those of the Amerindiansor those of the Hebrews?
The people in North America have been there since
12,000BP, and perhaps even asearly as 70,000BP. They
havebeentelling these storiessince thetimeof theflood,
which took place about 11,000 years ago. They aso had
to flee from eruptions of mountains, which may have
inspired thetales of being driven out of Eden. The Greek
fables, too, were carried by traders. Which way did the
traderstravel ?Wheredid themythsthat arewritten down
intheBibletake place? Wasthe Garden of Edenin North
America? Was the angel with the flaming sword on the
peak of a volcano in Oregon? The Americas certainly
qualify as being “east of Eden.” Leaning on al this
mythical information, | propose the theory that many
stories began in the Americas and travel ed both east and
west to Europe and Asia, acrossboth the Atlantic and the
Pacific, with all the many tongues which had acquired
variety from each direction taken, meeting and being
confused in some mythical place such as the plain of
Shinar in Babylonia.

The Written Word as A Carrier of Myth

In thinking about the mythical past of the Jewish people,
one might enquire where these beautiful myths origi-
nated. They certainly did not spring full blown in the
mindsof thescribesof thedaysof KingDavid. They were
holy storiesthat had been told around tribal bonfiresfor
thousands of yearsbefore they werewritten down. Place
namesand peoplenamesdoubtl essunderwent changesto
fitnewtribal |ocationsand new cultureheroes. Wheredid
these themes originate? What was the early mythical
message before David's scribes got their hands on it?
Working backward from the Garden of Eden and the
flood stories that appear in Babylonia and indigenous
America, what was God’ soriginal promise of land? Can
it be that God promised to all people a peaceful land in
whichtodwell, if they would treat the other peopleinthe
land with compassion?

Haim Watzman reports on the book by Finkelstein and
Silberman, entitled The Bible Unearthed: Archeology’s
New Vision of Israel and the Origin of Its Sacred Texts.
The historical books of the Old Testament “were meant
to provide a mythical past for a Jewish people who
achieved a national consciousness and unique theol ogy
only during the time of the Babylonian exile (586-
538BC)."**Mr. Finkelstein believes the Bible was writ-
ten in the time of King Josiah, as it sounds to him like
the politics of Josiah's day. Scribes put down in their
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time (which may have been the time of Solomon or the
time of his descendent Josiah) what they thought was the
message. Now it istimeto re-interpret for our time what
the mythical messageisfor al the people of the earth. In
thinking about the future of the Jewish people, one can
conclude that it is now time for this people to achieve a
world consciousness, that anational consciousnessis go-
ing out of stylein our communications-connected world.

Isit possiblefor the varioustribes of the earth to share
the earth with each other? Was the message to the ancient
ancestors of us all that we should share the land, water,
and earth’sresources,— or risk extinction? The same mes-
sage of sharing is being shouted across our world today,
“Put away your armaments. Cease destroying the earth
and each other, or the earth will not be alivable place.”
Bricks and Babel
Whenwethink about specifictradersor specifictribesthat
moved around, we can gotothe Biblefor further informa-
tion. Thereis one myth that tells emphatically where the
scenetook place. Genesis 11 describesthe building of the
tower of Babel. “As they moved eastward they found a
plainintheland of Shinar (Babylonia? China?) wherethey
settled. ... For stone they used bricks, and for mortar they
used bitumen.” This tower project was undertaken after
theflood and beforethetimeof Abraham. Bricks, dirt, and
clay were useful building materials. The Amerindians
made clay pots. They knew how to fire clay and bricks.
Ancient chambersin New Y ork State have bricksin their
construction. The people that moved into the plain of
Shinar camefromthewest, asthey moved eastward. They
found bitumen in the land of Shinar, which wasjust right
for holding their bricks together. But they never finished
building their tower. Early people had other building
techniques. Clam shells were ground into plaster. The
Hebrew peopleunder Egyptian endavement used straw to
hold their bricks together.
A Test Case
We often feel secure when those in authority tell us what
we should believe, or make up our minds for us on the
suitability of bombing raids or other militaristic forms of
retaliation. Our reactiontotheir violent political response
can be, “How wonderful that our leader knows just what
steps to take to keep us safe!” When told that Columbus
discovered America, we nod in agreement and celebrate
his bravery and skill. When we have the Bible stories
explained to us in church on Sunday morning, we feel
comforted by the agreeabl e repetition. Consequently, you
may not like any suggestion to the contrary, such as a
Moses wandering through a Turkish wilderness, or an
Abraham walking with his sheep from the Indus. Welike
the sameness; we abhor innovations.

In tracking down legends, one should assume the ex-



act opposite of what isusually assumed,—that the legend
isaword-for-word account of thetruth of what happened.
One should assume that the location given is a second-
ary location becausethefirst location has been forgotten
or the name of the first location no longer makes sense
to the hearers. Using these negative sounding assump-
tions, let usthen ask, “Where did the Israglite legend of
the dissatisfied brick workersoriginate?” TheBibletells
thislegend in Exodus 5:6 — 6:1. The Hebrew slaves had
been provided with straw for their brick making, but Pha
raoh proclaimed that they should gather their own straw,
and still produce the same number of bricks.

Using our previous assumptions, let uslook for some
other location for the slave labor. How many brick
temples remain asrelics of ancient Egypt, anyway? The
Egyptiansare noted for the pyramids, made out of stone,
the temples of Karnak and Luxor, made out of stone.
Brickswere used in Babylon and ancient Troy. Wherein
ancient Egypt did onefind straw for bricks? Papyrusreeds
along the Nile were used for writing paper. Such thick
material would not help the bricks to stay together, but
would cause them to fall apart. Can you picture bricks
made out of clay and straw? Our modern brickmaking
processdoeshot use straw. If youwould liketo see straw
combined with bricks, visit the Van Cortlandt Manor
Restoration at Croton-Harmon, New York, on the Hudson
River. At that location there are many examples of brick
work, including early bricks made out of straw.

Across the Hudson from the Van Cortlandt Manor
Restoration at Croton-Harmon, is the community of
Haverstraw. The peaks of Little Tor, High Tor, and
Pyngyp rise behind thisformer trading port. It isfamous
for quarrying trap rock, and making bricks and cement.
Itsearly citizen, JamesWood, is credited for the modern
processfor burning brick. Haver isanother word for oat,
so the straw used in its brick making process may have
been avariety of oat. The name Haverstraw is said to be
of Dutch derivation, descriptive of the waving straw of
the river meadows. All this makes sense, yet Tor is a
Scotch word for mountain, and Pyn(gyp) has a certain
similarity to E(gyp)t, with Egypt meaning The River.

Another object of interest in the areais a set of brick
chambers called “wine cellars’ at Croton Point Park.
Thesefour brick chamberswere storage placesfor grape
juice produced in the Park, during colonial times. One
wonders how far back these grapes were grown. Isthis
river valley the place that inspired the name Vinland?
How far back do these brick storage chambers go with
their arched brick ceilings seventeen feet across? The
chambers are on two levels. The upper chambers are 38
feet long, and the lower rooms are 48 feet long. Both
levelshave eight foot walls suspending remarkabl e brick
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arched ceilings. The height of the arches in the lower
chambersisabout 12 feet, whilethe upper chamber arches
only reach about 11 feet. There are brick stairways be-
tween. What craftsman put this complex together? Cro-
ton-Harmon iswhere the Croton River water shed flows
into the Hudson. Croton is a word similar to Groton,
which is similar to Grotto. Stone grottos along the Cro-
ton watershed are both storage chambers or religious
places. A little north of Haverstraw islonalsland, which
might be considered a peninsula sticking out into the
Hudson. This peninsula has a grotto on it, which was
used to store dynamite in World War 11. lonais another
name for the female idea of god. lona Island off Scot-
land is areligious complex. Religious places are where
myths originate.

There were people called Amorites among King
David'ssubjectsin theland of Israel who came from the
west. These westerners came from beyond the Straight
of Gibraltar. They may have come bearing legendsfrom
Normandy, or from Scotland, or from America. If | were
to put in different place names about the Pharaoh who
mistreated his subjects, that would still tell the same story
and givethe same message, | could usethe Hudson River
asthelocation for the oppressed brick makers. God could
be the Goddess or Mother Nature. The Pharaoh could be
an Amerindian chief. The messageisstill the same. “Let
my people go!” Those with power and authority should
not oppress the laborers, or they will find themselvesin
aplagued situation. Renaming in the biblical myth, does
not change the message.
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Chapter 7
Evolution
of Writing

Who Wrote Down The Myths?

Whoisgiven credit for early writing? The Greeks credit
Cadmus. The Egyptians credit Thoth. The Irish credit
Ogma mac Eladan, Son of Science, akin to the Gaul
Ogmios, God of Eloquence. Further derivationsof Eladan
yieldthenameEl of Dan, the God or Goddess of thetribe
of Dan or worshipers of Diana. Worship of Dianaeven-
tually reached Greece and Rome. Eladan aso turns
easily intothenameof the Arabian culturehero Aladdin.
Therearemany formsof ogham, ogum, ogamwhich uses
linesmorethan pi cturesor wedges. Thesearecatal ogued
in the ancient Irish Book of Ballymote which is pre-
served in the library of the Irish Academy at Dublin.
Ancestry of Writing

The earliest writing that we know about are tally mark-
ings on old bones. Some would date this to 25,000BP.
There were also representations of constellations and
cave drawings of animals and hands dated even further
back to 35,000BP. South Africahasrockswith meaning-
ful symbolsdated to 77,000BP! Wheredid fairly modern
writing come from? And why do we have so many varia-
tionsif they all came out of the same creative location?

The Hebrew religion grew out of the Canaanite reli-
gion, as the story about Cain preceded the story about
Abraham. Early religion did not depend on writing.
Those who worshiped used the accepted symbols of the
times, such as statues of agod or goddess or representa-
tions of a snake or other animal. Moses raised the heal -
ing image of the snake in the wilderness. People knew
they were not worshiping the snake, but were asking for
healing. Worship of the Golden Calf was evidently a
different story.

When writing came into vogue, religions became
more standardized. Pre-writing, people were controlled
by despots and by oral traditions, but when these rulers
were able to set down laws, their powers were multi-
plied. Oftentimes, credulous people have great faith in
the written word, unless they have been exposed to and
deceived by modern advertising. After being the victim
of such advertising, one can become very suspicious.

One genealogy of the ancestry of the alphabet sees
Egyptian hieroglyphicsat 3000BC, Proto-Sinaitic sym-
bols at 1500BC, Proto-Phoenician(1300BC), Paleo-
Phoenician(1100BC), Paleo-Hebraic (1100BC), Greek

(800BC), Etruscan (800BC). These dates are all highly
suspect aswritings were subjected to personal variation.
Every person has four grandparents. One might say the
samething about languages. The Egyptian al phabet prob-
ably had several antecedents. Likewise, the Proto-lan-
guages mentioned had other antecedents besides Egyp-
tian hieroglyphics.
Israel as A Place of Origin
Aswe are dealing in theories, it behooves us to quote a
Frenchman, Louis-Jean Calvet in Histoire de I'écriture
(Plon, 1996), with saying: “If such a wide range of
nonal phabetic scripts emerged in diverse formsin such
different locations and at such different times
(Mesopotamia, Egypt, China, Crete, Central America,
etc.), thereisgood reasontobelievethat theal phabet must
haveasinglesourceandthatitisaSemiticinventionof the
second millennium B.C.E. It was invented in a region
which today covers Syria, Lebanon, Israel, Jordan, and
the Sinai Desert.”? | disagree with Calvet’s conclusions.
Everyonehasaright toan opinion, but onemust becareful
not to state this opinion asfact. If something erroneousis
repeated enough times by enough people, it becomes
gospel truth. Takeagain, for instance, thesaying “ Colum-
bus discovered America.” Columbus did not discover
America, except in the same sense that | discover New
Y ork City each timethat | visit there. Millions of people
discovered America, onfoot, by boat, evenrefugeestoday
discover something special for them in these wide lands.

So it is with language. Language and writing came
upon the world gradually. They are still coming and
changing. They are a process. One of the sources of
change may well indeed have been the Semites of the
second millennium BC, but to credit them alone with the
origin of our alphabet would not be fair to other con-
tributors.

Seeing thisisabook of theories, and Monsieur Calvet
is only proposing a theory, | would like to propose a
counter theory. First, | would dispute his reference to a
“single source.” With so many boat people in the world
trade business, they wereliableto patch several different
threads of writing together to make transactions evident
to both parties of the sale. They would need both pictures
and counting ability. The structure of cuneiform was a
good example of this basic need being met. This counter
theory to that of Monsieur Calvet allows for the spread
of language through world trade, for the need of writing
systems to keep accounts and regulations, and for trad-
ing by both boat and caravan by different tribal groups.
The setting down of laws and religious myths was a sec-
ondary benefit of writing. My counter theory says that
a phabetic-typewriting did not originatein the Sinai with
the early books of the Bible.



Writing and Kingdoms in The Near East
Writing was a useful tool for traders. They had to keep
records. People in Michigan had copper, rice, fur, and
lumber to trade. People in the Mediterranean area also
traded in copper. Israel had aneed for writing for trading
and political purposes. Weknow that King Davidwasable
towriteashewroteanoteto hisGeneral Joabto eliminate
Bathsheba' s husband. It appears that the Old Testament
was written in the time of David and Solomon, possibly
working off of older documents, but mainly using oral
traditions.
Writing in Babylonia
Cuneiform appears to be a very old form of writing, but
there were earlier sources of writing in Babylonia and
ancient Sumer. Such earlier writing may have been a
creation similar to the Harappan seals of India, or acopy
of something designed by the Amorite visitors from the
west, or even picture blocks devised by the Philistines or
Canaanites. Thewriting had somethingto dowithtrading,
and the Canaanites or sons of Cain, the wanderer, were
traders. A tribe called the Akkadians ruled the royal city
of Akkad (Genesis10:10) or Shinarinnorthern Babylonia,
while the Sumerians held sway in southern Babylonia.
Wheredidthe Sumerianscomefrom?Their languagewas
neither Indo-European or Semitic. Theirswasthewriting
called cuneiformwhichwasadopted about 2500BC by the
Akkadians. Therefore both Sumerians and Akkadians
used cuneiform, which spread from Sumer tothe Elamites
and Hittites (Turkey).®

The writing in Babyloniawas “at first heavily picto-
graphic, cuneiform’s ideograms became progressively
more abstract until each of itsvisual signswas astylized
symbol that represents an idea, concept, object, or ac-
tion.”* Sumerian ideograms developed into Akkadian
phonograms (symbolsthat stand for syllables of speech).
At that point in time, cuneiform characters often repre-
sented both the image of anoun and the sound of aword.
By 2300BC cuneiform waswritten from left toright. The
worship of Marduk began in 1700BC, which coincided
with the Babylonian law code of Hammurabi.®
Hammurabi’s laws were written in cuneiform, yet dueto
the size of thekingdom, hislaws have beenfound inthree
languages. Inthe myth of the four great kings of Genesis
14, Hammurabi is found under the name of Amraphel,
King of Shinar. Genesisrelatesthat these four kingsfrom
the territory of Babylonia make war on five great kings
from some coastal cities. When hisnephew Lot of Sodom
is kidnapped, Abraham takes 318 men and pursues the
Babylonians to Damascus and saves his nephew.

The Hebrew Law of Deuteronomy 21-24 hassimilari-
tiestothe Elamite Law, “ If aman strikeanother inaquarrel
and cause him awound ... unintentionally ... he shall pay
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for the doctor.” A law in Deuteronomy 23:16 obviously
did not get the attention that it deserved from fundamen-
talist southern slave holders: “You must not allow amas-
ter to imprison a slave who has escaped from him and
come to you. He shall live with you, among you, wher-
ever he pleases in any one of your towns he chooses.”

There were rulers in Babylonia before the advent of
cuneiform, but when their names could be written down,
then we hear of powerful dynastiesand recorded history.
The story of Abraham and his success against the great
kingsisamyth inwhich the specified names may not be
the actual names.

Writing in The Wilderness of Sinai

A writing that presages the alphabet that we know today
(which uses symbols for sounds rather than pictures for
the object pictured) is derived from an a phabet that was
created about 1800BC whichisknown asProto-Sinaitic.®
Proto-Sinaiticconsistsentirely of consonants. “ Sir Flinders
Petrie found this writing engraved on a little sandstone
sphinx in the Temple of Hathor on the plain of Serabit €l
Khadim in the Sinai Peninsula, the site of some ancient
turquoise mines.”” The mythical tradition isthat the Ten
Commandments were given to Moses in the Sinai. Sev-
eral epigraphers(Shlain, Ouaknin, and Calvet) agreethat
the alphabet began somewhere in the area of the Sinai
Peninsula, and that what Petrie discovered isevidence of
theol dest al phabet. Ouakninassumesthat thewriter inthe
turquoi seminewasaHebrew whowrotein Proto-Sinaitic.
He also says the writing praises Baalat, mistress, which
doesn’t sound very Hebrew. Ouaknin believes that the
differenceinwriting between Phoenician, paleo-Hebraic
and Hebrew may be minimal .2 However, their religious
philosophies were opposing. Baalat was a Mother God-
dess, and the God of the Hebrews was seen as male.

It has been said that those who win the victory in a
war are the ones who write the history. Likewise with
story writing,—those who writedown the tale arethe ones
we tend to believe. One tribe might have averba claim
toaterritory, but would not belistened to, if another group
had a formal document that opposed their claim. David
was considered a great king, because he had a writer to
extol him.

Writing in Egypt

Hieroglyphics which are nonalphabetic, date from the
First Dynasty in 2000BC Egypt. Perhapstherewereother
dynasties before the First Dynasty, but as they were not
recorded in readablerecords, they dissolveinto myths. If
Moses could write, his writing ability may have beenin
early hieroglyphics which he could have learned in
Pharaoh’ s household. The hieroglyphics had many ani-
mal representations, and this offended some religious
groups. TheHebrew religiouscommandment, Thou shalt
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not make any graven images, discouraged the use of
animal figuresin writing. Hieroglyphics were out of use
after 500AD dueto Islamic influence.
Writing in Turkey
Hittite hieroglyphics existed beside cuneiform.
Boustrophedon examplesof writing (with direction read-
ing back and forth) werediscovered at Carchemishonthe
Euphrates(northern capital of theHittitesin 1500BC) and
Karatepeain Cilicia.® Ciliciaismaritimecountry, south of
the Taurus Mountain range, in the northeast area of the
Mediterranean, with Syriaonits east. Suppiluliumaswas
a great Hattusas ruler of the Hittites. The word Hittite
comesfromthenameof hiscapital city, Hatti. TheHittites
lost power at the Battle of Kadeshin 1286BC. The coastal
province of Arzawa was invaded by people from the
mysteriousland of Ahhiyawa. These Ahhiyawaor Akhaiwoi
may be the Achaeans described by Homer as a powerful
sea-going nation.” If the Ah isremoved from the front of
thistribal name, and athaisadded to the end, we are | eft
with theword Hi-ya-wa-tha, which isquite similar to the
name of alegendary Amerindiantribal figure, Hiawatha.
This causes the speculation that there was an event that
took placearound 1200BCthat |edtribestoleave America
and arrive in Turkey. The colony of Mycenae is aso
known by the name of Miletusin Greek and Millawanda
which namehasan Amerindianring toit. A leader called
Mukshushwasasupporter of the Ahhiyawan (Hiawathan?)
King Attarissiyas. Mukshush equals Mopsus, a sage of
Greek legend, who founded Greek coloniesin Pamphylia
and Cilicia, in the unrest period that surrounded the
publicized fall of Troy in the lliad.** Perhaps we are
looking for relics of Moses in Egypt when we should be
looking in Turkey.
Writing in Greece, Mycenae, Cyprus, Crete
Before the Trojan War Mycenae was the leading city of
Greece with cyclopean walls and citadel. It has been
excavated by Schliemann and found to contain abundant
treasures. It wasbuilt on asteep hill dominating the passes
toCorinth. Myceneancivilization collapsed about 1200BC,
perhaps due to raiding pirates burning towns, or perhaps
due to no trees | eft to build boats for naval purposes.
Cyprusis an idand far to the west in the Mediterra-
nean. It is south of Turkey and east of Syria. A variety of
copper was mined on Cyprus. Better copper came from
the Great Lakes region, that forms the border between
the USA and Canada. Some of thisgood copper wasfound
mixed with silver and other metal s that when processed,
formed copper aloys that made knives with better cut-
ting edges. Such copper could be used praofitably for hunt-
ing animals and for warfare. Thisled early tribesto pre-
fer hard copper to soft copper in order to make the tools
and chariots of what is known as the Bronze Age.
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Creteisalargeidand south of mainland Greece. Earth-
quakes are frequent. Prehistoric culture on Crete was
called Minoan after King Minos, the legendary son of
Zeusand Europa. Could thismyth of thelawgiver Minos
be telling us about a King who united European tribes
with tribes from adistant world? The Island of Crete (or
Candiaor Idaea or Creta or Kirid) with its many names
reflects the successive dominance of different tribal
peoples. The name of the seaport Candiaislikethename
Canada which also contains the thought of Canaanites
related to the wanderer Cain. The present capital city of
Caneawas agreat seaport named Cydonia, whichislike
the name Sdon. Kirid isaTurkish name, which reminds
us of the Kurds of Kurdistan. Crete has yielded up an
interesting sample of early writing dated, 1700BC called
the Phaistos Disk which glorifiesthe Son of the Sun God.
Thelanguage onthisdisk issimilar to Hittite. Other finds
on Crete include archives of clay tablets with severa
varieties of writing, Pictoral A (early with pictures, dated
about 2100-1900BC), Pictoral B (1900-1750BC), Lin-
ear A (1660-1450BC), and Linear B (1450-1200BC
which used 84 signs).

In our search for the beginnings of these Cretan writ-
ings, we can start with English and work backwards. We
have been told that English pullsalot of its words from
Latin, the language of the Romans. At some point, the
Roman soldiers kept order (or made disorder) up in the
British Isles, so the Roman language became the official
government language of England for aperiod of history.

However, Welsh and some Germanic languages also
held sway in Britain. Therewere other early settlerscalled
Picts. These Picts painted their bodieswith pictures. That
iswhere we get our English word picture. Perhaps their
pictures represented their names or who they were, and
were aform of writing.

Tracing English back through Latin, wefind that Latin
gets some of its writing symbols from the Greek. The
early Greeks have given us our word alphabet. The first
two letters of the Greek a phabet are alpha and beta, our
A and B. Thethird letter of the Greek alphabet is differ-
ent from our third letter C. It is gamma which corre-
sponds to our G. We sometimes call our alphabet, our
ABC's. Down through history, C's and G's have been
interchangeabl e. Their sounds and |ooks have been easy
to confuse. The Cimmaron tribe spoken of in the Bible,
is also called the Gomer, as C'sand G's could be inter-
changed, and vowels were sometimes not used.

The name Cyprus proclaims it is noted for copper.
The word CYPRUS can be translated as red liquid (or
liquid red). CYP islike our Englishword SIP; if you sip
something, itislikely to bealiquid. The syllable RUSis
similar to English words RUST, RUSSET, or RUSS AN.



Which syllable comesfirst depends on which way you
read your writing. Somewriting isread fromright to left.
English is read from left to right. Modern Egyptian or
Arabiciswritten from right to |l eft. Japaneseisread from
top to bottom. Ancient Egyptian hieroglyphs are mostly
read fromright to left, but someleft to right, and some up
and down. Boustrophedon writing is read as a farmer
plows hisfield, back and forth.

One possible theory isthat the people on Cyprus may
have been keeping trade records, and that the English
written language can betraced back to L atin letters, which
came from Greek |etters, which came from tradersin the
Mediterranean, which may have had trading dealingswith
indigenous people in the Great Lakes copper pits.

The Great Lakes as One Place of Origin

Egyptiansused animal picturesfor sounds. So did Amer-
indian peoples. Where did writing with symbols used for
sounds, originate? Writing may havereceived animpetus
in North America circa 2000 BC because of the copper
trade. TheGreat L akesareacontainsfivelakesfull of fresh
water. There were shifting lake levels influenced by
glacial formation and action. Lake Superior was frozen
out of the picture until about 9,000BC. Outletsfrom Lake
Huronto L akeOntariomay likewisehavebeen closed off.
When ice unfroze, lake waters may have flooded what is
now Chicago, and flowed rapidly southward, making
connectionswith riversflowing into the Mississippi. The
lifting of theglacier caused other partsof landinthe Great
Lakesareatoriseup, bothin 6000BC and 4000BC. L akes
Michigan and Huron flowed out through a North Bay
outlet, while Lakes Erie and Ontario remained smaller
than their present size.? Theland area of the Great L akes
rose and fell asthe glacier receded. Asweight was taken
off the continental massin one place, land might pop up
in another place. Palisadeswould rise up. Streeamswould
go underground, and become springs flowing from the
sidesof mountains. The Great L akes appeared and people
moved in as the ice moved out. One theory says that the
water level was higher 8000BC - 3000BC and that it was
easier for people in boats to get from lake to lake to the
Atlantic. The 9000BC barrier of ice may have formed a
boundary for the theoretical Atlantis. Other theories are
that Great L akeshighlevel soccurred at 2500BC, 2000BC,
and 1200BC. The last date may have coincided with the
reigns of David and Solomon about 1000BC. We do not
know if highwater level sintheGreat L akeshel ped copper
tradersto deliver their goods, or flooded them out. Wedo
not know what centuries were good centuries for copper
trade. We do know that there were plentiful trees for
building of boats along the shorelines of the lakes.

How long did it take for the area to get well popu-
lated? The Eskimos could have lived there during glacial
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times, or even before, and thrived. They are well adapted
at living in cold and iced-over places. Perhaps an Eskimo
type people stayed where they had been living, and ac-
commodated themselves to the more pleasant surround-
ings. The Great L akes must have been like the Garden of
Eden 10,000-5000 years ago. Skeletons of early aborigi-
nes revea that they had a good diet. Many of the men
were six feet tall. Wild rice was plentiful and could be
stored over the winter. Game animals, mammoth, giant
beaver, deer, and moose were there for the hunting. Such
meat carcasses would preserve over the winter if killed
aong the lake shore, which could act asagiant refrigera-
tor. Being underwater would prevent the formation of
harmful bacteriaon mammoth carcasses. Marking stones
might point the hungry traveler to such acache of hidden
meat. Fishing provided further abundant protein.

Andthentherewas copper. If anativefound abig chunk
of copper, he or she could trade it for rice and fish. They
could by-pass the hunting-gathering system. Either men
or women could find copper. This was a good way to
equalize the power of the different sexes. Many Amerin-
diantribeswere matriarchal or matri/patri equal. TheBible
leads us to believe that even some early |sraelites were
more matriarchal. In the Song of Solomon, Chapter 8,
Verse 2, the woman describes how she will lead her be-
loved to her mother’s house, not her father’s house. Back
then, might have been the days when the Creator was
considered more mother than father. Today we still speak
of Mother Nature as bountiful. Perhaps the Great Lakes
area was a place where people could think of the provi-
dence of acompassionate and motherly Creator.
Cree, Creek, Cherokee Writing, America
The Sumerian and Egyptian writing systemswere up and
running about 3000BC; it took another 1000 years or so,
before the Phoenicians set down written symbols that
stood for soundsinstead of whole words.® Sumeriansin
Mesopotamia began to use writing in order to record
trading agreements. Wasthereany need for trading agree-
ments in the Americas? In 2450BC there were working
copper mines on the Isle Royale, Lake Superior.’* They
may have started mining as early as 5000BC. There are
connections between 2000BC Michigan and 2000BC
Minoan Crete. Thereare Amerindianrock paintingsinthe
Great Lakesarealeft by the Marine Archaic or Red Paint
culture.> A copper snakewasretrievedfromabeachafew
miles west of Sault Ste. Marie. This beach was formed
about 1500 BC, so the snake must date later than that.
Snakes are associated with the Minoan or Canaanite
goddess.*®

Besides Red Paint Culture and snake artifacts, there
arewriting similarities. Thereisthetheory of Roger Wil-
liamsWescott that the Cherokee syllabary was*“ awriting
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system devised by atribesman named Sequoyah (or John
Guest). Sequoyah knew that whites wrote, and he had
seen alphabetic letters. But he wasiilliterate and did not
know the phonemic principle on which alphabetic writ-
ing is based. What he did was adapt |etters - some bor-
rowed and some invented - to a system whereby each
Cherokee syllable was represented by a single sign. In
appearance, his syllabary resembled the Latin al phabet.
In principle, however, it resembled Japanese kana - to
which, in all probability, he had never been exposed.”Y

Where did the Cherokees come from? Could a distant
ancestor of Sequoyah have passed down an ancient writ-
ing system to his descendents? Plato in the Critias tells
us that the people of the legendary Atlantis had somere-
lationship to the Greek population. If Atlantis was com-
prised of territory east of the Mississippi, the Creek Tribe
may have descended from theAtlanteans. The Creek con-
federacy was aloose one of which the Muskogi were the
dominant tribe. M uskogi means peopl e of a many-rivered
land. The Muskogi formerly occupied townsin Georgia
and Alabama. Their descendants are the Cherokees.

Cherokee usestonesto distinguish words, in asimilar
manner to tonesin Chinese. There may have been atrad-
ing connection between Bronze Age south central China
and the former occupants of south central USA. The use
of the Cherokee Syllabary wascreditedto Sequoyah who
reduced alogographic system into asystem wherethe 85
symbols stood for sounds.*® Strangely, Linear B script
found at Mycenae in Greece and at Knossos on Crete
had 84 symbols. A sample of Linear A scriptisfound on
the Phaistos Disk from Crete. Linear B was etched on
raw clay, which was aparently baked by conflagrations
inthecities of Knossoson Crete, and Mycenae and Pylos
on mainland Greece.

There are at least fifty-eight families of Amerindian
languages. A major one is Algonquian in the northeast
and in the Great Plains. Peter Denny introduces the con-
cept of an earlier sourcefor all the Algonquian languages.
The parent language of Algonguian comes from a tribe
settled inthe Great Lakesarea.’® Denny connectsthislan-
guagelink with the chambersin New England and Putnam
County, New York. Traders may have been interested in
other trade items, such as the magnetite iron ore and ar-
senic to harden copper, found in Putnam.

James Evansin 1823 spoke fluent Ojibwa, and iscred-
ited with devising the Cree Syllabary. Cree and Ojibwa
are both Algonguian daughter languages. In thiswriting
system, for the vowel following a consonant, the conso-
nant isrotated (up, down, left, right) to show which vowel
sound follows. The Creelanguageis spokenin Labrador,
Quebec, Ontario, Manitoba, Saskatchewan, and Alberta.°

The Sutton Land Deed signed in colonia timesin New

38

Hampshire is an example of Algonquian writing. The
deed issigned by Amerindians, some using English, some
using their own alphabet. Thisalphabet issimilar to Cyp-
riot. In Europe the Cypriot Syllabary wasno longer used
after 3rd century BC due to the conguest of Alexander
the Great. It isbelieved by somelinguiststhat the 800BC-
150BC Adena Culture used Cypriot script; that the
2400BC-1200BC Old Copper Culture used Cypriot
Minoan script; and that Cree and ancient Basque have
approximately the same syllabary. Hudson Bay traders
became the James Bay Cree. %

A Combination of Greek and Creek?
Isthereaconnection with the Cree Syllabary and Crete?
The names sound so similar. The Cree was one of the
tribes working at the mine sitesin Michigan.?2 Werethe
Creealsothepeopleonthelsle of Crete? Werethe Cree
a so the Greek people, if we interchange G and C in the
words Greek and Creek? | sthat why the Cree Syllabary
resembles the Crete/Minoan writing? There is a Greek
myth that credits the Greek aphabet to Cadmus, who
camein aboat with red men. The color red may refer to
their skincolor or totheir hair or tothecolor of their sails.
Could Cadmus have been a Cree?

Trade Routes for Copper

A logical copper trade route may have been down the
Mississippi to the Gulf of Mexico. The Aztecsin Central
America had writing ability, a desire for copper goods,
and trade access to both the Atlantic and the Pacific.
Therewereknown boating traderoutesacrossthe Pacific
before the time of Guatama Buddha (500BC), because
when Buddhist adherents wanted to proselytize faraway
nations, someof them camefromthetempleof Borobudur,
Java, to Guatemala200BC or later. Theevidencefor this
proselytizing and a connection to the Michigan copper
regionisacircular medallion (about 2inchesindiameter)
found buried deeply onlsleRoyaleinLakeSuperior. The
other evidence isin the name Guatemala, which means
land of Guatama (another name for Buddha), and the
teachings that were left behind by the proselytizers.
Another namefor Buddhawas Fue, and nativesclaiming
alegiance to Fue were found in Guatemala and also in
Wisconsin.?

Guatemala

Buddha, the Enlightened One lived from around 560BC
through 480BC. Buddhism has a relationship with the
polytheism of the Rig Veda, and alsotothelater monistic
or dualistic conceptions expressed in the Upanishads.
From these sources Buddhism derived its world-weari-
ness, itsnotion of rebirthin existenceafter existence, and
the theory of karma, that a person’s actions in this life
determine his lot in the next existence. Buddhism was
spread by King Asoka (273-232BC). Asoka sent mis-



sionariestotheMediterranean, tosouthernIndia, toBurma,
and to Ceylon.%

IntheMirador Basininthe Mayal owlandsnear Peten,
North Guatemala (1000BC - 150AD), there were cause-
way's connecting sections of the Basin which were 78 feet
wide and 13 feet high. There were religious buildings
about 300 BC which were built by Buddhist adherents
such asthe ten story Mayatemple at Tikal in North Gua-
temala. If Buddhist proselytizerscould arrive on the shores
of Central America, it is possible that the sailors of other
Asian countries could also make such ajourney. Myths
and legends of Chinaand Japan describe the existence of
“ldesof theBlest” inthe eastern ocean (the Pacific). One
of the distant islands is hamed Fu-sang, and it has been
identified by different western writers with California.
An early travelogue about this island talks about birds
that fly backwards. This might refer to avariety of hum-
mingbird that was unknown in the Far East.

Rivers in Northeast America

Another route for the copper trade would be the St.
LawrenceRiver orthroughNew Y ork Stateby theM ohawk
River and down the Hudson. Celtic people were the ones
who hel ped with thistrade. Putham County haschambers
or little houses under the hillsas are found in Ireland and
the Shetland Islands. The name of the city of Albany may
be connected to the Albans, a Celtic group from Europe.
Which Came First?

Whichistheolder language, Celtic or Algonguian? What
was the parent tongue of Algonquian? Who wrote down
the sound symbols for the trading community? Was this
original writing theancestor of the Cherokeesyllabary?If
welook at the Cherokee Syllabary and drop the belief that
it was invented back in early colonial days, and propose
that some writing similar to it was used by indigenous
Americans, in pre-Minoan times by copper traders, then
we have a theory which says: Early writing abilities did
not necessarily flow from the Mediterranean and Europe
to America, but could have come from American copper
traders to trading centers around the world. Thiswriting
ability could have gone in many directions from copper
country; writing such aswasfound ontheNewberry Stone
of Michigan went to Minoa and then to Greece. Picture
writing such as found on the cartouche on the rock at
Spruce Creek, Pennsylvania, and north of Lake Superior
not only went east to Egypt and got further devel oped, but
also went west with the copper trade, through Wisconsin
andwestern Canada, to China. Suchwritingmay alsohave
goneto South and Central America, or the Mayan could
have contributed sound-symbol writing as an important
trading center with their gold and silver. Traders needed
writingtokeeptrack of thesailingtimeof their vessel sand
the quality of their cargo.
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Writing in its earliest stages takes the form of pic-
tures. Pictograms devel op to logograms where symbols
stand for words. L anguages have rel ationships and often
a common ancestor.?® The writing on records also has
relationships, with variations being introduced that are
sometimes hard to understand. We can see today how
English has developed into American, Australian, Brit-
ish, and Canadian dialects. Likewise Spanish hasevolved
into Colombian, Cuban, Iberian, Mexican, and Puerto
Rican. Basqueisanisolate, alanguage, unrelated to sur-
rounding languages. Greek and Albanian are isolates
within the Indo-European family of languages, yet they
still pick up foreign words. The Amerindian languages
and writings are difficult to untangle. Myths, too, may
have acommon originator or acommon ancestor. Which
tribe came first? Who is the original story teller?
Tribes and Scripts
Tribesdid not necessarily havetofollow thewritingtrail.
For instance, the people of Tibet appear to be related to
the people of Korea and the people of Peru. However,
Tibetan scriptisdescendedfrom AsianIndianscript. The
ancient Buddhist chant in Korea is likewise of Hindu
origin.?

There were caravan trails from Afghanistan and
Uzbekistan running to Xian, China. Thiswas called the
Silk Road. It went 4000 milesthrough valleysand moun-
tains, skirting the Taklamakan Desert. One of the tribes
settling along this road were the Sogdians, an Iranian
people whose homeland was Samarkand (which is the
borderland between Uzbekistan and Tgjikistan). Their
a phabet was the source of later Mongolian alphabetsto
the east, and their language was used across Asia. This
language was found on aletter hidden in the wall of the
Great Wall of Chinaat Dunhuang telling of invasionsin
China.

If we consider that writing started in the Americas, in
particular, in Michigan, how would it have developed as
it traveled with thetraders? If writing in Michigan wasa
combination of pictures, hieroglyphs, astrological signs,
symbols, and number lines, due to various trading nota-
tions, then what happened to it asit traveled east, west,
north, and south?

When it traveled east up the St. Lawrence, acrossthe
Atlantic, and into the Mediterranean, it may have kept
many symbols and lost its petroglyphic qualities. When
it went south down the Mississippi it may have stan-
dardized into Mayan or Aztecan glyphs. When it went
west across the Rockies, it may have kept its glyphs and
developed into the Japanese-Chinese picture writing.
Eventually these traveling languages made their way
around the world, and when they met, perhaps on the
Plain in Shinar, they were quite different.
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Chapter 8
What Did
TheWriting
L ook Like?

Pictures

The first writing was something simple like making
pictures on rocks and wood. There is a theory that
meaningful diamond shapesthat dateto 77,000 yearsago
are carved on rocksin South Africal More artistic cave
drawings have been found in caves and dated to 30,000
yearsago. Early picturesignsin Egypt are comparableto
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Amerindian pictograph, Lake Sjper.i o;
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Amerindian pictographsfound onthenorth shoreof Lake
Superior, Canada, asintheabovephoto. Therearesimilar
drawings at Va Camonica, Italy, and over 120,000
similar figures in the Bohuslan region of Sweden.? To
make such a drawing, the rock is punched and chipped
with a harder rock, such as quartzite, and then ochre
coloring is added. Such coloring materials are derived
fromimpureformsof iron such asred hematite or yellow
limonite. Among other representations, thepi ctureshows
acanoe, asnake, and ananimal with horns. Thecanoeand
the animal have lines coming off that may have further
meaning in ancient lineal writing.

Ogam

Theeasiest way to countisby using straight lines. People
would scratch lines on bones or wood to keep track of
daysor objects. Inthe English language, we still use one
straight linefor the number (1). Ogam used short straight
linesoff astemline, long straight linesoff astemline, and
linesthat crossed the stem line. Therewerevariationson
ogam, such asfern leaf ogam, or littlelines coming off a
picture, that spelled out what was pictured.

Samples of ogam have been found in both North
Americaand Europe, particularly Ireland. Many systems
of communication could bein use at the sametime. Ad-
vanced writing styles existed side-by-side with those that

wereelementary. Along
S I I |1 R 1111 .ll(l)ll.

with animal pictures
H D T . .
ogam above stem line and strai ght lines, early
T T Tr T TIT | peoplesmaderepresen-
B L FV S N | tations of the sun, the
ogam below stem line

moon, and constella-

-'I—H—H'l—HH—H'H'I% tions. The stars were
M G N sz R YA |veryimportant for tell-
ogam across stem line . . .

ing directionsto travel,
for calendar dates, and
for forecasting future
events.
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fringe ogam

MG BLDH
fern ogam




Other placeswhere early peoples placed symbolswere
on their boats and also on their own bodies. We still put
tattoos on our bodies that contain writing and symbolic
pictures. We put writing on our clothes, and even adver-

tise for other people’s products on our clothing.
Indus Script
An early writing system was used in western India for
trading or templedonation purposesabout 2500BC. This
script may have continueditstravel westward from India
with noblesfrom the Hindu caste system. Oneimportant
castewastheshepherd caste. Thesewandering shepherds
1777 may have paused in Iran under
ékﬂ I\\\\ \f&‘ 1M thefamily name of Haran. The
/171 name of the country Iran also
‘ \ v equalsthename
V% é{ll QT)H | }& Eran which is
I - similar to the
Two samples of Indus Script name Aaron
whichissimilar to Aryan which can be translated noble,
or noble people. These Aryanswereabranch of thelndo-
European peopleswho came from the steppes of Central
Asia(circa 2000BC) and eventually arrived in Europe.
TheAvesta, anearly Iranianreligioustext, talksabout the
Aryana Waejah meaning the territory of the Aryas. This
may be an early writing about the myth of the land as
belonging to a specified “upper class’ people. The Ira
nian language possesses similarities with the Vedic lan-
guageof India, whichisthe parent language of Slavonic,
Teutonic, Celtic, Greek, and Latin. These early Indus
examples of writing have some signs similar to the
Nabataean script which isabasis for Arabic writing.®
Cuneiform
Babyloniaseemsto bethe earliest prolific user of cunei-
form, but wheredid theideaoriginate? Babyloniansused
such cuneiform for expressing trade notations on minia-
ture clay tablets. Theideaof writing on clay tablets may
have originated in the Indus Valley, or any place where
clay was abundant and the population knew how to bake
clay dishes, make bricks, and had symbolsto pressinto
FEYSAC AN T
V B » Vg
Assyrian Cuneiform from the Ancient Assyrian Empire

bread waterway fish (cow’s) head (ox) head head

U [} iFes U ke

Ugaritic Cuneiformfrom North Syria, 1500BC or earlier.*

41

the clay. The Bible tells[ 6  sheep 3 ewe
about brick making in W% iE g
Egypt by Hebrew slaves. Zonei EEE\ |
Baked clay dishes were Mesopotamian Seals

madeworldwide. Oneclay
tablet about an inch and ahalf square (now inthe military
museum at West Point, New Y ork), wasfound asfar away
from BabylonasNorth America, at Fort Keogh, Montana,
by United States soldiers excavating deeply for a new
building. Cuneiform was a series of wedges. Ugaritic
cuneiform (1500BC) looked like wedges with tails. Both
thenumbersand theanimal swereconstructed withwedges.
Hittite Hieroglyphics

The early peoplein Anatoliaor Turkey used both glyphs
and lines, in amore advanced form than the peoplein the
Indus Valley. King Midas, the famous collector of gold,
ruled in the Turkish city of Gordion about 2000BC. His
tribe, the Phrygians, who are al so credited with inventing
cymbal s and flutes, were said to have come from Eastern
Europe and displaced or blended with the origina Hittite
population. A theory is that the Phrygian aphabet is
derivedin part fromthePhoenicians, but Phrygianwriting
a soresemblesGreek inbeing read asthefarmer plowshis
field. This directional method } .

called Boustrophedonwasfirst
observed in Gordion carved by
another tribal group originat-
ing on the southeast coast of |
Turkey and known as the
Luwians.5Another tribal group
contributing to what we call [
Hittite hieroglyphics may be
the Cimmerians coming from §
southern Russia.

Other legendslead usto be-
lieve that the Phrygians, were
led by a man from Greece
called Mopsus, and that his
tribe or related tribeseventually
populated the interior of Asia  Carchemish, Turkey
Minor. The tribe of Mopsus  Hittite Hieroglyphics.®
was also known as Mukshush, aname similar to theAm-
erindian Muskogean tribe. The Amerindian Creek or
Muskogee tribe, includes the Seminole, and was origi-
nally found in Alabama, Georgia, and Florida.® Around
2000BC through 1000BC, there were great commoations
andtribal movementsin AsiaMinor and thewestern Medi-
terranean area, including the Trojan War described in the
Iliad. The Greeks knew Troy and western Asia Minor by
the name of 1lium. According to archaeol ogists, Troy was
rebuilt five or more times. Peoples were too preoccupied
with fighting to write thingsdown. Storiestold orally may
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A Luwian Inscription




have had the names of the main characters changed fre-
quently. In the nearby country of Egypt, the wars of Rame-
ses || about 1200BC were pretty well documented, and help
us to better understand the problems of the near east area.
When all these different marauding tribesflowed into
Israel about the time of King David, they brought leg-
ends from the east, west, north, and south to their new
country. The scribes employed by David, Solomon, and
other kings faithfully recorded these legends and com-
bined them all. It must have been a monumental and de-
manding job. If Mopsus from Anatolia can be equated
with Maoses, alegendary hero of the northern tribes that
entered theland of |sragl about 1500BC; if Abraham was
ashepherd of the Hindu sheep herder caste from the Indus
Valley far to the west; if Joseph rosein the ranksto be-
come a leader and savior of his people like the ruler
Sargon to the east in Babylonia; if the Amorites brought
fables (such asthe dead bonesrising of Ezekiel 37) from
the west of Gibraltar; then we are given a different no-
tion of the Bible as coming, not from the land of Israel,
but from many areas of the earth. M oses, under the name
of Mopsus, was claimed as an ancestor by the tribe of
Dan, or the Danoi.” Abraham is claimed as ancestor of
both Arabs and Jews. Both groups say that Abraham was
ready to sacrifice the son that was the ancestor of their
particular group. The Arabs claim that Abraham wasin
the act of killing Ishmael; the Jews claim the honor for
Isaac. However, thesetribal talesare still God'sinspired
word to the people about people. They can be consid-
ered as morality tales that tell people how they should

tribes arrived in the “Promised d

relateto oneanother. When these z s ;
| |

Land,” they were willing to lis-
F
C™ =

ten to David and to take oaths to
become blood brothers for the
(@

David, human nature again

erupted into violence. Perhaps af -
ter enough warfare in the land of
Israel today, there will be atime

sake of peace. Unfortunately, af-
ter atime of relative peace under
Gh
o

of peacewhere peoplewill seethe
advantages to the biblical quali-

ties of forgiveness and compas-
sion, coupled with the political
toolsof mediation and restorative

justice.
Egyptian Hieroglyphics

Egyptian hieroglyphics were
read both from left to right, and
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right to left. The direction in

which aline of writingisto be — Egyptian Hieroglyphics
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read can be known by looking at theanimal forms. They
look in the direction of the beginning of theline. On the
royalty nameplatescalled cartouches, thehieroglyphics
are often read from top to bottom. The chart in the
previous column gives the presently accepted hiero-
glyphic aphabet, but in the early daysthere were multi-
tudesof glyphswith multiplemeanings. Thesameglyph
could be both aletter sound and the pictured item.
The Minoan Script

When the Cypriots of the Middle Bronze Age increased
their trade relations with the eastern Mediterranean cities,
they needed improved methods of keeping their trading
records. Their trading records do not reflect the cuneiform
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Cypro-Minoan Script from
untranslated tablet in Smithsonian

wedges of their
Babylonianneigh-
bors or the picto-
graphs of Egypt.
Those trading
people in Greece, [F& '
Cyprus, and Crete {5
were being influ- & '
enced from else-
where. A pseudo-
hieroglyphicscript
similar to theirs
wasusedinByblos
of ancient Phoenicia about 1500BC.

The Phaistos Disc, discovered on Crete, dated to the
17th century BC has pictogramssimilar to Hittite hiero-
glyphics.® Pictogramswerein use all over theworld be-
foretheideaof using soundsfor words became popular.
Amerindians used them on their petroglyphs. Cretan
(Minoan) pictograms bear similarities to the Tartaria
Script from Romania 3000BC.°
Aramaic Writing
Jesus Christ knew how to read and write. He read the
scripturesin the synagogue, and he wrote on the ground
inthe parable about thewomantakenin adultery. Hedid

Phaistos Disk from Crete (1700BC)



not read and writein English. He did not call God by the
English word Father, or by the Roman name, Jupiter,
meaning God the Father. When he read, he may have
started ontheright top corner of thescroll. Whenhewrote
on the ground, he may have made pictures instead of
letters. Aramaic script had some resemblance to Hittite.
Etruscan Writing

Further to the west in the Mediterranean, shortly before
the time of the Roman Empire, there was the Etruscan

AZIM AXIYATI ) 10 A

Etruscan Writing: Detroit Institute of Art. Possible translation,
“ Larthi Penronia, wife of a member of the Kapieso Clan.”

script. Some of these letters have aresemblance to some
North American scripts, when read from right to left and
with letters written backwards.

Writing in China

Going eastward from thetrading city of Babylon, wefind
the Bronze Age eventually coming to China. Thetraders
in copper, tin, and gold were anxious to add silk and
sandalwood carvings to their inventory. A mysterious
stone has surfaced at the Anau archaeol ogical sitewhich
isnear the border of Turkmenistan and Iran. The script
on this thumbnail size stone may date from 2300BC,
whichisthe date of the layer of theruinsinwhich it was
found. Thismay beatrading tokenfromthe Afghanistan,
Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan area. Tinwasametal that was
very useful in combination with copper, in order to make
hardened copper implements.

Camels could carry tin from Af-
ghanistantotheMediterraneansea % X
Writing on Seal from
Anau, Turkmenistan

coast. Turkmenistan was on one
of the main trade routesto China.

The writing has a certain re-
semblanceto early Chinese. Simi-
lar writing was found hiddenin a
creviceinthe Great Wall of China
referring to a battle of long ago. The bow-tie or figure
eight symbol resembles signs used in other cultures, one
as far away from China as Easter 1sland.*°

A comparison of Chinesewriting for the words coun-
try, man, and god in the following diagram (which is
displayed inthe Smithsonian Museum, Washington DC),
shows how Chinese picture writing developed from
1523BC to the present. The earliest Chinese writing has
trailing tails or ogam-like lines like many of the letters
invery early Phoenician, or like the Kharoshthi script of
ancient India™
Samples of Early Writing in North America
Onetheory isthat common pictograms and writing may
have been worldwide due to trading. Another theory is
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that theneed for writing
developed about the
sametimeinthevarious
nations all over the
world, and that such
writing naturally devel-
oped from pictures and
then abit later, asneeds
became more compli-
cated, fromsounds. Itis
possible to sketch pic-
togramsand sonograms
that could have gone
bothways; from Michi-
gan or Mexico west to
China, or from Michi-
gan or Mexico to the
British Isles and the
Mediterranean. Itisalso
possible to picture the
trail goingfromtheeast-
ern Mediterranean east
to China and west
through the Straight of Gibraltar to North and South
America.

Many antiquity lovers are quick to point out resem-
blances. The Grave Creek stone tablet, an oval white
sandstone disc, found in MoundsvilleWest Virginia, has
Iberian script.!? The Genesee Stone found along the
Genesee River in New York State also is said to have
Iberic writing. The Bear Clan tablets of Hopi out west
seem to portray ceremonies such asthat depicted on the
Davenport slate which was found in amound in lowa.

Another comparison of writing on each side of the At-
lantic is seen with ports on the Mediterranean and portson
Cape Cod. Writing similar to that of the Etruscansisfound
on an artifact from Bat Creek in Tennessee and on a stone
displayed at amuseum in Bourne, Massachusetts near Cape
Cod. Thelatter had been afireplace hearth stone for many
years before a child noticed it.

Changesin Chinese
Writing since 1523BC

Bourne Stone
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Possible transl ation:
Bat Creek “ A comet for the Judeans.”




Decipherment of Newberry Tablet
Whenweinvestigatethepossibility of older scriptsonthe
North American continent, it isnecessary to mention the
Newberry Tablet®® discovered on Oct. 29, 1896, in the
Upper Michigan Peninsulaand described inaNovember
20, 1896 newspaper. The Newberry inscription has 140
incised characters. Three massive clay statuesweighing
together half aton were also found with the tablet. The
tablet was of “unfired” clay, which unfortunately dis-
solveswhen in moist air. It measured 25"x19", and was
6 inchesthick. It weighed about 200 pounds. Tablet and
statueswerestoredinalocal drug storeandtheninabarn
inNewberry. In 1929 thesurviving pieces(including one
corner of thetabl et) weretakento Fort deBaudeMuseum
in St. Ignace, Michigan. In 1947 theremainswere photo-
graphed and described in an article in the Newberry
Newsof April 7, 1966. The Newberry Tablet isonly one
of more than 5000 inscribed artifacts recovered from
Michiganmoundsthat unfortunately havenot survived.*

Thewriting onthe Newberry Tablet isnot pictograms,
but symbols that represent sounds. The diagram in the
next column showsthe writing symbolsthat were on the
upper piece of the tablet. The section on the top of the
page shows the writing symbols on the Newberry Tab-
let; thelower sectionin the next column showsthe sounds
for each symbol. Barry Fell of the Epigraphic Society
has translated the symbols on the top diagram into their
sounds on the second diagram. The next part of the task
inthetrandation hasto do with deciding in which direc-
tion these sounds are to be read, and then asking if these
sounds have any connection to wordsin any known lan-
guage, ancient or modern. It turns out that the tablet is
likeagiant crossword puzzle. It can beread starting from
the left corner, up and down, so that vertical line 1 is
read from top to bottom, vertical line 2 is read from the
bottom to the top, vertical line 3is read from top to bot-
tom, and so on, until vertical line 10, whichisread from
bottom to the top. Then the reader goes back to the left
corner and readsthe horizontal lines. The horizontal line
11isread fromleft toright, the horizontal line 12 isread
from right to left, 13 is read from left to right. We thus
are given the problem of trandating “pu-zi-le-sa- mu-
SaMu-sa-Nu-mo ... pu-nu-si-wa-ko-se-lu-yarti-u-wata...
. This can have many trandations, but Barry Fell, using
Hittite-Minoan roots came up with an approximate trans-
lation which starts off, “To obtain an omen from birds
when aman isworried, the oracle is given by birds. Put
down grain, let it lie where it fals...”*> One can only
admire the expertise of people like Barry Fell and
Henriette Mertz in tracking down word roots and trans-
lating this tablet.

Another ancient dlate tablet with writing isin the mu-

~ <€ S0

—
"

BIXIBlG|Oh |
MWK €= H

Rl |g|S [t |<L
< S| Y
Rl [ |9 [XR |3
CROIR R+
NN
SiRlgx[<|e|%
Bl Ple|+
é_

Above is a section of the Newberry Tablet.
Below are the sounds for each symbol.

pu|nu|si |wa|ko|se|lu|ya| ti|u

zilki |wal lulta|li [mallajta|wa

le{na| ko| li| li |pu| ri|se|ya|se

sa| le|na|ko| ze[ no| po| li|nu|u

mul so| nol ze| si| to|mi| li|lu|wa

sa [mi|sa|le| 1 |me|sa| zo se| po

nu|pu| le|iyal le |mo| ki| li mi| si

seum at Davenport, lowa, where skeptical epigraphers
hold its authenticity in question. Others theorize that it
commemorates a cremation scene. The Cree and Chero-
kee alphabets and the representations on the Newberry
tablet are sound symbols, while on the Davenport dlate,
besides symbols that represent a sound, there are pic-
tures of what they are writing about. For linguists and
epigraphers, the writing on the Newberry tablet invites
comparisonswith the Cherokeelanguage. For geneticists,
it might be interesting to check genes of Turkish people
with the genetic makeup of the Adena/Cherokee.

A sampleof similarities between the different vocabu-
lariesinvolved in the Newberry trand ation from acom-
pilation by Barry Fell is given below.®

meaning Hittite Minoan Newberry Cherokee

grain Ziz, se zi zese,seyase selu
son uwas ? owa uweji
father un ? unu udoda
man lu lu, ru lu, lo ?
omen kus kasa kose ?
honey lal lala lole lisi
water mu mu ma ama



An up-to-date stylized form of the Cherokee Amer-
indian script is given below produced by present day
Cherokees. The theory is that this script in its earliest
form could have been used by the legendary Atlanteans,
if the Atlanteans really existed. The Amerindians near
Atlanta, Georgia, and Etowah Mound were the Chero-
kee tribe, which eventually removed to Oklahoma.

The Cree script was supposedly invented by James
Evans for his tribe, so that the Bible could be given in
Cree. The Cree and Cherokee scripts have a similarity
with the Tifinagh scripts, which is still used by some of
the North African people. It isbelieved by somethat there
was communication between Africa and the Americas,
and that Cree and Cherokee scripts developed at amuch
earlier date than given by the European colonists, and
that these scripts may have had a relationship with the
Newberry Tablet. There also may have been other Am-
erindian writing that fell into oblivion.

There are differences that can be noted in the devel-
opment of writing. Some early writing makes the letter
E with its arms pointing to the right. Thisis usually if
thewriting isread starting from the | eft corner and mov-
ing to theright. Other writing hasthe armsof the E point-
ing to the left. That writing is usually read from right to
left. In today’s world, we find English being read from
left to right, and Arabic being read from right to left.
This does not mean that either way is absolutely correct
to the exclusion of the other. It has to do with the way

Oayvsz nsiv 0°Awon o0-
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ROy ERV'RYh (G0,
Cherokee <cript: Re-invented by Cherokee Amerindians (Nida).
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Cree Script: Awriting system by James Evans for Cree (Nida).
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Tifinagh Script: Ancient North Africa,
still used by nomads in the Sahara (Nida).
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our brains have evolved down through the centuries.
Reading is an artificially learned process. If your brain
has evolved to work at its optimum in certain directions
in order for you to feel secure, such as confrontation
rather than cooperation, your attitude can be changed
with education. The paths in the brain can be retrained.
This change can come about gradually with repetition
and encouragement of an understanding community or
teacher. This method is used with groups such asAlco-
holics Anonymous to work them past addictions. It is
also effective with people with reading problems, such
asdyslexia, totraintheminreadinginadirectionthat is
not too comfortable for them.

The E opening to the right can be seen in the revised
Cherokee writing (pictured in the previous column), as
when it was revised, those who set it down were imitat-
ing the English script. It isalso seenin the Bourne Stone
writing (page 41), whilethe Bat Creek E isreversed and
opensto the left. A further caution isthat the Bat Creek
writing may be up-side-down. Turn the booklet up-side-
down to get another possible perspective.

Other Writing in North America

Before 2000BC many Egyptian gods were depicted in
animal form, such as jackal, crocodile, or cat. The jackal,
Anubis, was found in Spain 860BC. Did advocates of the
jackal god make ajourney from Spain across the Atlantic
andtravel uptheMississippi intothe Arkansasand Cimarron
Rivers? Gloria Farley believes that art work in the south-
west of our country hasan Egyptian background. Thereare
certainly tracesof adoglikecreature, but couldthiscreature
be the Amerindian hero Coyote? Ogam and Gaelic were
foundin connectionwiththisdoglikegod.* Onecannot tell
whichway thetrainisgoing by looking at thetrack, and one
cannot tell which way the tribes traveled by looking at the
art work which they left behind. An ancient artist also
substituted a buffalo for Taurus the Bull, or could it have
been the other way around?” We do not know if the
Constellationof TaurustheBull waspicturingabuffalobull
or an oxen, the beast of burdenin the Near East. Likewise,
is what we thought was a mammoth, really an elephant?
Was Coyote with a firebrand, bringing fire to the early
North American people, the forerunner of Anubiswith the
flail? Were Coyote and Anubisthe hero forerunners of the
Lamb of God with the Christian standard? One cannot
alwaystell by the crudity of the drawing asto which came
first. Different artists have different levels of talent.

We have many questions, many theories, but we just
don’'t know the answers, aswe were not therein person.
We can draw some conclusions from trade goods. It has
been observed that the American gift of tobacco was
associated with the mummy of Rameses 1.8 At some
timein history, the Turkish people also took up the smok-



ing of tobacco. Thisinformation could lead usto believe
that Amerindians took to their boats and traded tobacco
in Anatolia (an ancient name for Turkey) and the Nile
Valley; or the opposite - Nile traders brought tobacco
home with them from their foreign travels.

There is a humpbacked flute player called K okopelli
in the folklore of Central America. Could this human
with the lump on his back be an enhanced picture of
Coyote with the banner on his back? Could this bringer
of music to the earth be representing Coyote carrying a
fire brand and giving the gift of fireto the people? Inthe
legends about Coyote, heis often in the company of his
friend Fox, another American folk hero who went to
Greece asan Aesop Fable.

Below isalinedrawing of aBurrows Cave artifact by
B.H. Moseley.*®* This is another drawing of a fox. The
man pictured here may be setting fire to the fox’s tail.
We do not know what the | etters scattered about the pic-
turearetrying to tell us. In Judges 15:4 (before the time
of David) Samson tied fox tailstogether and set them on
fire. Mr. Burrows stumbled into a mysterious cave in Illi-
nois which he believes has ancient artifacts coming from
other civilizations than those in North America. As usual
when artifactsarefound, there are many possibilities. They
may bereal. They may be ajoke by a prankster. They may
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Artifact with writing purportedly from Burrow's Cave

be worth studying. They may be copied from an original,
and be a way for someone to earn a livelihood. Much
can betold from attempting to translate the writing. If a
reasonabl e trang ation can be obtained, thereismorelike-
lihood that the artifact is genuine. There have been many
disputes about articles found in mounds. The origin of
the Book of Mormon continues to be controversia. Its
founder reportedly put it back where hefound it; thereis
still amystery about it and about its trandation.
Central America

The Mayan people in Mexico had an advanced civiliza-
tion. Their writing system contains about 800 glyphs
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which represent both soundsand the object spoken about.
Theglyphsarearranged artistically, left to right, or right
to left, or top to bottom. Symmetry seemed to be more
important than readability. Sometimes one glyph is en-
closedinsideancther. Someareinframes. Thetop pair of
the calendar glyphsrepresented hereresembl etheface of
arodent such as a guinea-pig. The next pair might be
mice. Thethird pair are more stylized diagrams.?

Arethere connections between the Mayan glyphsand
the rest of the world? Heading east from Mexico there
are connections. James P. Grimes has observed that a
sample of eight Aztec ideograms compareswith an equal
number from Minoan Crete, dated about 1700BC.%*

A Mayan glyph (of which there were about 800) usu-
aly represents a word rather than a sound. Glyphs are
placed in blocks. Some glyphs represent the object in
picture form. Bars and dots express numeral's, numbers
1-4 arerepresented by dots; 5isabar, and 10 istwo bars
as in the accompanying chart. Numbers also can be ex-
pressed by pictures of gods. Each number had agod fig-
ure associated with it.22 A name for aruler could be the
name of One-Rabbit which might sound strange to us,
but the name would be interpreted by his people as Great
Leader. Some glyphs indicate words that sound about
the same. Theword for snakeisthe same astheword for
sky. Thusthe sky can be represented by snakes.® Speech
is represented by a scroll coming from the mouth of a
god or animal fig-

ure. Thismeansthat | o T Kéj ‘ 2
thefigureisthought | *3° *%° — é 2 “@__?f
of aswise, not that |—s— -2~ 23~ ey,
heisdroolinginan- | eeee e
ticipation of €tiNGA | ee  eew eese ) )
good meal. The|== Rl

wise words he is |== == == &?j

saying may beona| —=s = :/_é',

tablet surrounding
thefigure. Theword
feathered equalstheword chief. Theword serpent equals
the word wise. On the gigantic stone circle of the Aztecs
known as the Piedra del Sol (a copy isinthe New York
City Museum of Natural History), a picture of a feath-
ered serpent can be equated with awise chieftain.

TheAztecshad an advanced language systemwith aBook
of Daysand asystem of divination. The process of divina-
tion also appearsin a possible trandation of the Newberry
Tablet from the Upper Peninsulain Michigan.

M esoamerican writing from southern Mexico, Belize,
and Guatemala reflects earlier language capabilities. A
few isolated words have been found that can be dated
back to 5th century BC. The Mayans had both a ritual
(260 days) and asolar calendar (365 days). The 260-day

Mayan Numbers & Calendar Glyphs



ritual calendar had 20 weeks of 13 days each. The solar
calendar had 18 weeks of 20 days each plus a five day
extra section to make it equal 365. After 52 solar years
and 73 ritual years (or 18,890 days), the two calendars
return to the same day and start again. The thirteen days
of the260-day calendar eachhad anameor number, aswe
have seven named days in our week, such as Monday,
Tuesday, etc. The solar calendar would also enter in for
its 20 day names. The double calendar dayswould be (in
English) 1-1, 2-2, 3-3, 4-4. 5-5, 6-6, 7-7, 8-8, 9-9. 10- 10,
11-11, 12-12, 13-13, (at which point the 13 day calendar
revertsback to day 1) to 1-14, 2-15, 3-16, 4-17, 5-18, 6-
19, 7-20, (at which point the 20 day calendar cutsin and
goesback today 1) 8-1, 9-2, 10-3, 11-4, 12-5, 13-6, 1-7,
2-8, 3-9, etc. Therewould be 20 day namestimes 13, or
260 different combinations, suchasImix-1x (1-14), Kan-
Caban (4-17), or Manik-Imix (7-1). If thiswasthe special
day of animportant person, they would go by thisname.
The twenty numbers are listed below.?

(DImix  (5)Chicchan (9) Muluc(13) Ben (17)Caban
21k (6Cim  (1000Oc  (14)Ix (18)Emab
(3)Akbal (7)Manik (11)Chuen (15)Men (19)Cauac
(HKan (8)Lamat (12)Eb (16)Cib (20)Ahau

Thevigesimal (or twenty count) system may stem from
aclimate where people could count on both their fingers
and toes. In colder climatesthere isaten-unit system as
only the fingers are visible.

When we go west from Central America, are there
language and writing connections? We have been self-
centered in thinking about the Atlantic population and
language mix at the time of Columbus and the
Algonquians, and we haveignored the cultural exchanges
on the Pacific rim and the durability for travel and hous-
ing of Chinese junks. Between Central Americaand the
Philippines there are 9000 miles. Aided by the currents
inthe Pacific, early vessel swith elementary rudders and
sails could travel eastward from Manila to Mexico in
April, and return westward in October. The reed boats of
L ake Titicaca and the Chinese junks had this capability.

There also may be connections between the far apart
civilizations of Korea, Ecuador, and Tibet. A relatively
recent cultural exchange took place between the Bud-
dhists of Asiaand the Central American country of Gua-
temala. A medallion about the size of aquarter wasfound
in 1929 about two feet below the surface soil on Isle
Royalein Lake Superior. Theteachings of Buddhaabout
500BC were carried to Java where eventualy his fol-
lowers built the Temple of Borobudur pictured on the
coin. Fromthere, hisfollowerstraveled with trading ves-
sels and proselytized in still more distant lands, such as
the copper trading country of Michigan where thisreli-
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Medallion found at Isle Royale showing Borobudur Temple

gious medallion was found. When this coin was shown
to elder tribespeople from Guatemala, one of them ex-
plained that the name Guatemala meant the land of
Guatama, Guatama being another namefor Buddha. An-
other name connected with Buddha is Fue. The
Athapaskan Indians of southern Canada wishing to be
designated as People of Fue (or the French Genre de
Fue), may also have been those who listened to the Bud-
dhist missionaries.®

Which Way Did The Writing Travel?
Thereisatheory that if populations of different ‘colors
intermix over a long period of time, there develops a
fairly standard medium brown color. The Amerindian
population seemsto havethat standardized color. People
livinginthe Mediterranean areaarewhitein theterritory
north of the Mediterranean, and black in the territory
south of the Mediterranean. According to this skin-
coloring theory, Mediterranean people didn’t intermix
for aslong atime as the Amerindian peoples. However,
on Crete and Cyprus there are tiled pictures of bronze
colored people. Where did these people come from?
Could the Mediterranean Islands have been settled by
traders from the Americas? Could trading culture with
the accompanying need for documentation have had an
early startinthe copper minesof Upper PeninsulaMichi-
gan? Could this copper have been transported into the
Mediterranean area by boats made of Michigan and
Canadian timber?

Because many of our recent ancestors came from Eu-
rope, we are conditioned to think that culture and immi-
gration to the United States came from the European di-
rection. When we view Stonehenge, we assume it was
the predecessor of Woodhenge at Cahokia. The builders
of Stonehenge could have gotten their architecture and
astronomy fromAmericanimmigrantstotheBritish Ides.
When we see the Newberry Tablet, we assume the char-
actersimitated those of the early Phoenicians; we do not
assume that the Phoenicians were copying an Amerin-
dian writing. When we cannot translate the Davenport
Stone, we call it afake. Isit so preposterous to believe
that writing started in North America, and traveled with



the American traders' copper and fursin both directions,
east to Crete and west to China? Can it be that the
Newberry style of writing went east and developed into
Cretan Linear B? Can it have gone west and devel oped
into Chinese characters? Do we have closed minds on
thistopic? If so, why?
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Chapter 9
Evolution
of Justice

Writing and Laws

We have been expounding on the evolution of language
and writing. We have mentioned Hammurabi’ slawsand
the Ten Commandments. What effect have heredity,
language, and writing had on justice meted out?

Was Hitler Misinformed?

Hitler believedina“Master Race,” ahighly questionable
theory (asweareall onerace—thehuman race), but many
still hang on to this master-slave notion, because it
enhancestheir feelingsof power and hel psthemtoignore
inadequacies. Hitler called his Master Race the Aryans.

TheAryansarefirst mentioned historically asatribal
group coming from the northwest and invading the city
of Harappain India about 5000 years ago. According to
alegend in Satapatha Brahmana, they moved eastward
aong the Himalayan foothills with their cattle, sheep,
and pigs. They had horses and chariotsfor warfare. D.P.
Agrawal believes, “Itisfutileto tracean Aryanraceasa
lot of miscegenation had taken place by the time they
reached India. But they were acommunity of peoplewho
believed in common gods and rituals, spoke a similar
language and had a pastoral socio-economic structure.”*

They may have got the name Aryan from the present
day word Iran. Before dwelling in Iran, as they were
bearded people, their ancestors may have comefromthe
north in Russia, or from the Caucasus. Those peoples
dwelling in Russiain non-frozen times may have origi-
nally come from India. Climatic changes caused a cy-
cling of humanity from colder to warmer areas, and then
areturn from the too hot land, to the cooler north. Hu-
manity as we know it has been around for about 2 mil-
lionyears. Inthoseyearsthere have been about 20 stages
of icing at the poles causing rel ocations of people. These
temperature cycles would last about 100,000 years.
People in the north would evolve with beards to keep
their faces warm. People in Africa would have darker
skinsto protect them from burning.

TheBible calls some early people Semites and others
are children of Abraham, who dwelt in Haran which is
the land of Iran. The tribal leader Maoses, or Mopsus,
from Greece or Turkey had abrother tribal associate who
assisted him in the wilderness journey who was of the
priestly caste of Aaron. TheAryans have been described
asthe priestly caste from India



Any definition of Aryan and Semite must include the
fact that there is no absolute purity of any strain of the
human race. Webster’s Dictionary says an Aryan is“a
member of that Caucasian race one branch of which early
occupied the Iranian plateau, while another branch en-
tered Indiaand amalgamated with the primitive inhabit-
ants.” It also refersto the fact that these people spoke an
Indo-European language. Semites are descendants of
Shem. Our present understanding isthat they are chiefly
the Jews and Arabs, but in earlier times they included
Assyrians, Aramaeans, Phoenicians, etc. All these people
belonged to tribes that intermixed in the east European
and west Asian areas. There is further complication of
who-is-what-tribe, when a leader, such as the ruler of
the Khazars, declares that all his subjects are to profess
Judaism, or when aKing David amalgamates the differ-
ent tribes that have claimsto hisland.

Hitler took his meaning of who Aryanswere from his
political needs. Heimplied that all healthy Germanswere
Aryan, and the retarded, elderly, and anyone opposing
hispolitical agendawere non-Aryan and to be cast aside.
God’s Dream for Humanity
| wasnot therewhen God created human beings, but God
must have had something marvelous in mind at that
creative moment. Perhaps that moment is still going on.
Perhaps we are God'’ s assistantsin that creative surge.

| am sure that God’s dream was not of prison Special
Housing Unitswhere thosein authority and power would
operate automated steel doors that kept their counter-
parts (human beings like themselves) confined for days
on end intiny cubicles.

| also doubt that God intended harried legislators to
build prisons (without public consent to the issuing of
prison-building bonds) using Housing and Urban De-
velopment monies designated to be used for housing for
the poor.

| am surethat God envisioned loving community rather
than Concentration Camps or Special Housing Units,
where one group can control and deprive another group.

The only way the world is going to be workable, is
for people to build loving community. Fear and control
don’'t work. Fear leadsto the need for guns. Control leads
to abuse of self and others, to low self-esteem, and to the
use of drugs and alcohol.

How do we, the people, build aloving community?
We do this by encouraging responsibility in our youth
and by ensuring that all people receive a viable educa-
tion. How do we work with legislators and paliticians, in-
stead of against them? How can we change our attitude to
one of blessing instead of cursing, to one of restoration in-
stead of punishment? We need a justice system that helps
and healsinstead of one that hurts and harms.
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What rights does a person relinquish when heis con-
victed of a criminal offense? The United Nations Uni-
versal Declaration of Human Rights, Article 29 Section
2 affirmsthat: Inthe exercise of hisrightsand freedoms...
“The convicted offender can be subjected to confinement
when his actions infringe upon the rights and freedoms
of others.”

The right for prisoners to vote does not infringe on
therightsand freedoms of others, yet we further degrade
prisoners by denying them thisright.

When a prisoner’s actions no longer infringe on the
rights of others, thereisno longer need for confinement,
but our contemporary lawsand courtsinsist onlong sen-
tencesthat supply very little in the way of rehabilitation
opportunities. While incarcerated, an inmate should be
given opportunitiesto improve hispersonality, to acquire
responsibility, and to further his education. This may be
donethrough reading, through programs, or through TV
schooling.

If there is a cost, how will the inmate be able to pay
for education or job training acquired whileincarcerated?
One possible answer is that he can serve for atwo year
stretch as aprison counselor or in an educational institu-
tionfor mentally ill or disabled. This service can bedone
while the prisoner is still under sentence, or after he has
served his sentence. Other jobs to pay back the cost of
education might be a service of time used to rebuild ten-
ements or infrastructure, such as with Habitat for Hu-
manity, or to build schoolson Indian reservations. There
aso could be internshipsin socia service. If the ex-of-
fender finds a supportive community upon his release,
he could get meaningful work, and pay back his educa-
tional loan asanormal creditor.

When an inmate goes back to the street, how will he
find his way? When a person needs help, where can he
go? Fired from your job, yelled at by your wife, disre-
spected by your so-called friends, what do you do? There
should be asocial services organization that thosein de-
pression or despair could consult. This program would
have counseling servicesthat would allow the depressed
person to formulate a realistic agenda that would focus
on his (her) personal and community fulfillment. He
should be able to decide what he wanted to achieve with
his (her) life. He should have a support group to help
him overcome any serious addictions. Both drug addic-
tion and sexual addiction are health problemsand should
receive concerned treatment.

Theory of Associated Evolution

Our genes are remarkable. They give a map of our
physical makeup. Every littlecharacteristicisspelled out
in our genes, and reflected in the composition of our
brain. If welose afinger, the responses of the nervesare



still there in our brain. This reflection in our brain is
accompanied by energy particles that affect our total
being. When phaotographing aleaf that has an aurawith
an energy detecting camera, we find that the leaf has
energy particlesthat reflect the original leaf. So with our
brain, there is accompanying energy.

Geneticists are working on medicine sometimes
termed genetherapy that can be taken to overcome what
might be called defective genes, such asgenesthat carry
atendency to cancer or heart problems. We might also
consider the emotional baggage that goes along with
genes such as atendency to rage, rape, or retaliation.

How did our genes get this way? The Bible says that
when God created us, God pronounced us good. The de-
velopment of genes took place in a steady evolvement
down the ages. Men and women must be considered as
equal, but they have differencesthat are associated with
their genes. Women are often morerelational duetotheir
enforced role as caretakers of children. Men are more
oftentherule makers, the defenders of thefaith, thegame
players who are concerned with legislation and creeds,
the ones who enforce the rules in amilitaristic fashion.

One praoblem with genes is that some groups think
they have more special genes than other groups. Both
Palestinians and Israglis think that they have inherited
the genes of alegendary ancestor named Abraham. There
is a theory that says the Jewish people are descended
from Sarah and Abraham, while the Arabs have Hagar
as their ancestral mother. What particular gene carries
the genes of Abraham? Which gene is descended from
Sarah and which from Hagar? Thetribe of Judahin com-
ing from the mountai ns of Babylonia, may not have come
into contact with the genes of Abraham or Sarah.

At another point in history circa 800AD, an inquisi-
tive ruler of the Khazars called representatives of the
three religions, Christian, Muslim, and Jewish, before
him and decided that since the Jewish religion was the
oldest, that all the peoplein his kingdom would be Jew-
ish, whether they had genesfrom Abraham, or not. These
By-Command-of-the-King Jews may well be some of
thosein Isradl today who are claiming descent from Abra-
ham, and insisting on this descent astheir right tolivein
Israel. They areready to displacethe“ other” population
who may have abetter gene connection to Abraham than
themselves through Mother Hagar, or even Mother Sa-
rah. Genes, feuds, or hatreds do not make it right for a
person to possess a certain piece of land. Those who are
gentle and kind to others are the ones who “will inherit
the earth” (Matthew 5:4).

Cooperation and Confrontation
Successful evolution carried humankind in two main
directions. cooperation and confrontation. The family
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community represented cooperation. If the family was
threatened by another family, they might enter into
confrontation mode, because of concern that the “ other”
might enter into their territory and take it over. If there
was enough to eat and share, the “other” might be
welcome. If therewasthreatened deprivation, our ances-
torsthrew stones at the “other” and drove them away.

All this occurred naturally and was helpful to a pro-
cess of the human being becoming the dream that God
had in mind when the earth was created. How do we see
these two directions now that the earth isoneworld cov-
ered with one people who could share with each other,
and who should not use armaments against each other?

Genes in the general population do change, affected
by environmental needs down through the centuries.
Some knowledge does seem to be carried through the
genes, and some energy is attached to our genes. When
we were created, we were inspirited by the force behind
the universe of which we areirrevocably a part. An un-
seen radiance with unimaginable possibilities accompa-
nies our physical genetic material.

Evolution of Law

Justice has been a problem throughout human history.
The Bible tells us what justice was meted out to a
mythical figure Cain for his killing of his mythical
brother Abel. Thisargument may have been aconfronta-
tion between two divergent setsof religiousbeliefs, such
asthosewho believed in Father God (Abel) versusthose
whobelievedinmany gods(Cain). Thisearly disputehas
a so beeninterpreted asthe continuing dispute of farmers
versusherders. Consequently, Cainwassent away tolead
what would hopefully be a more responsible life else-
where. Early tribes needed all the healthy young males
they could get for farming and herding purposes, so they
werenotinclinedtousethedeath penalty. Neither wasthe
mother inclined to have both her sons dead.

Other early communitiesattributed justiceto their gods
and goddesses, even though myths about these heroes
and heroines tell how guilty these divinities themselves
were, of all sorts of abusive relationships. The goddess
holding the pair of scalesthat we see on theright side of
the New York State flag is named Astraea (Astraya) and
is somehow related mythically to Zeus, the Greek Fa-
ther God, and Themis, the Goddess of Divine Justice.
Astraea lived on earth and blessed mortals during the
“GoldenAge,” but when that fortunate period ended, she
was placed among the stars. Her name means star maiden,
andif wefeel thereisno justice on earth, we might blame
it on Astraya. Astraya left us; she went astray. What is
the difference between a god's justice and our human
justice? Why isthe justice we attribute to heaven an im-
provement to the justice we employ on earth?



When writing became a tool of human beings, they
were ableto write down laws. Asweapons became more
reliable, communities were better able to punish those
community members who had offended them by ignor-
ing community regulations. Religiousand political lead-
ers could point at laws that were put in place, and thus
claimjustice asontheir side, and also the “divine right”
to execute others. Some governmentswere able to write
down regulations that recognized that there were two
sidesto every dispute, but often human rightswere over-
looked in the interests of governmental security or the
power needs of rulers.

Consequently, there are historical problems with our
justice systems. They are really a hodgepodge of oppor-
tunistic processes. Laws are often made by those who
have, so that they can keep what they possess. Laws fa
vor therich and powerful over the poor and weak. These
processes worked for some despoatic ruler at some time,
and they may reflect convenient means for authority to
acquire power and wealth. We in the United States have
collected bitsand pieces of these processesfrom our fore-
bears, mainly from those who camefromthe British Ides.
We haveignored the more community oriented indigenous
justice. Some of usassumethat the more violent judgments
in the Old Testament are something to be imitated, rather
than internalizing the compassion and forgiveness aspects
set forth so boldly in the New Testament.

Laws where the victim is only needed as a withess
against the offender, come from a policy set in place by
the Norman ruler, William the Conqueror. After winning
the Battle of Hastings in 1066, he paid off his soldiers
with British land. He believed that the land belonged to
the winner of the battle (such as himself), and that if
harm were doneto theland or if peasants killed some of
the deer, or if oneresident harmed another, the fines col-
lected should go to the king'streasury. Sheriffswere ap-
pointed to enforce the law and to collect the fines. This
seems to be a common and convenient practice after a
foreign take-over. Americans began using this system of
justice when colonists were paid for their military ser-
vice with Amerindian land. The Amerindians were then
treated with retributive or retaliative justiceif they tried
to reclaim their own land. This same idea of justice is
seen in the | srael-Pal estine situation.

Treatment of the victim today is still of much lesser
concern than the belief that the offender should be fined
and punished, and that the state is the entity that is ulti-
mately offended. Fines charged the offender go into the
coffers of the state. The victim is only important as a
witness against his abuser. Right from the start of the
crime, thereisnonchalant treatment of the victim. When
a policeman arrives at the scene of the crime, and the
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perpetrator is fleeing, the policeman will take off after
the perpetrator, leaving the wounded victim to suffer and
bleed. Our law guardians are rewarded for the number
of offendersthey capture and convict, not for how many
victims they comfort.

Justice seemsto be divided into two major directions.
The names given to these two directions are Retributive
Justice and Restorative (or Transformative) Justice.

Retributive Justice asks:
What law was broken? What punishment islegisated?

Restorative Justice asks:
What harm has been done? How can we repair the harm
and prevent arepetition?

Each country should do aregular overview of itsjus-
tice system to seeiif restorative or retributive tactics are
being used.

Hereisarough summary showing some of the major
elementsin our present justice system:

PREVENTION: eFamily care scommunity guidance
eschools seducation egun legislation edrug & alcohol reha-
bilitation esocial services.

CONTROL : probation «day reporting *home confinement
lawserestitutionereparation epolicesPINS (PeopleInNeed
of Supervision) scommunity service esocia services.

COURTS: epolice courts ¢drug courts etown courts shear-
ings and appeal s ssupreme court switnesses ¢jury selection
edistrict attorneys ¢judges ¢lawyers.

CORRECTIONS: «correction officers ¢job programs eedu-
cationprogramseGED and collegeprogramseSpecia Hous-
ing Units edeath penalty shealth care «elderly smentally ill
evoting rights.

EX-CONS: eparole erehabilitation programs evoting rights
ejobs ehousing esocial services.

There is much that could be criticized in the justice
systems of the world. Our educational systems do not
sufficiently consider those with reading or behavioral
handicaps. PINS(PeoplelnNeed of Supervision) andthe
mentally ill often find themselvesin prisoninstead of in
family care or health care. Jury selection has become a
process that excludes one's peers or possibly friendly
community members. Correction Departmentshavedown
scal ed their education programsandincreased their secu-
rity. Many prisons have become places of punishment
and retribution, when they could be placesof healingand
encouragement. Special Housing Units are becoming
solitary and unfriendly holding placesfor thementallyill.

The training of police and correction officers some-



times reflects the training of young foreign soldiers at
the infamous School of the Americas who are trained to
control their charges or fellow citizens, to the point of
killing them, rather than to encourage them to respon-
sible citizenship. Prisonersin most states are denied the
right to vote. Upon release, their voting rights are still
denied by many states. If you are subject to taxation,
you should be ableto vote. An early cry in theformation
of our country was No taxation without representation.

Our criminal justice system could be more user-
friendly. There needsto be aphilosophical shift fromthe
punishment of the offender to the idea of restoration
whenever possible, for al those concerned,—the victim,
the offender, and others in the community. We need a
new paradigm or model for a new millennium.

A user-friendly system would feature (1)family sup-
port systems; (2)non-violent police; (3)community me-
diation, conferencing, circle sentencing; (4)prisons as
places of healing and education; (5)ex-cons' return to
society with voting rights and with community support
of troubled individuals.

Such a community user-friendly system could oper-
ate side-by-side with our present justice system forming
adual-track system of justice. If community justicefailed,
our present criminal justice system could take over. The
present system might be the threat that would make the
community system work. Punitive prisons and restor-
ative alternatives could exist together. There could be a
variety of choices. Asall collegesarenot the same, asall
religious bodies are not the same, as all schools are not
the same, so al prisons and their alternatives could em-
phasize different programs. All people are not the same.
Some can be encouraged by kindness, and othersreform
their lives only when threatened. Our human nature is
part of the problem. If we were robots and could be pro-
grammed, there would be fewer problems. Solutionsto
our problems come with understanding, accepting, and
learning from our diversity.

The following principles could be emphasized in a
user-friendly system of justice:

To practice restorative justice rather than punitive justice
in the administration of civil and criminal law.

To restore relationships among people and groups.

*To use aternative sentencing rather than prison where
applicable.

*Tousetechniquessuchasmediation, family conferencing,
and peacemaking circles to strengthen community ties.
*To give practical education and job training to youth.
*Toprovideadequatefunding andinspirational staffingfor
parole.

*In al things to restore individuals to wholeness and
fullness of life.

The problem with justice in our society is not the
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prevalence of crime, but the prevalence of fear. We do
not feel capable to deal with unruly neighbors. We for-
get we are children of the same earth, and that the earth
and all its people need our care. Small communities of
people listening to each other, know what is best for
their people and their communities. Those voted into
places of authority are often too busy to listen. If we
truly listened to each other, we would not find judges
who jailed people for peacefully protesting against
nuclear and militaristic treatment of the earth. If wetruly
listened to each other we would not find multitudes of
people suffering loss of life and limb from landmines.
Who planted the landmines? Who made the landmines?
Who dropped the bombs? The answer is— people who
are very afraid, people who are too busy being impor-
tant or making aliving, peoplewho do not listen, people
who look away, people who have forgotten how to em-
pathize.

Out of the myths of previous ages, we have evolved to
formalized ways of dealing out justice in our society to-
day. Have welearned from the past? Arewe giving consid-
eration to the other person and looking for the roots of of-
fensive behavior, or are we adding law upon law and ig-
noring our obligations to compassion? (Galatians 5:14)

Footnotesfor Chapter 9
1 D.P.Agrawal, The Archaeology of India, Curzon Press, London,
1982, p.262.

Chapter 10
Evolution of
Ethics

A Creed for the People of God

Languageleadstowriting, which leadsto thewriting down
of laws, which leads to the formulation of creeds and
statements of ethical values. Groups of people have pro-
posed theoriesor creedsabout how toruntheearth and what
is to be believed. Human beings like to make up these
falliblelawsand creedsand slogans. Leadersliketo gather
people together behind such dogans. Thus groups are
formed which are willing to confront other groups. People
inonecountry may say, “ Americansareevil,” whileothers
may proclaim, “Weareproudtobe Americans.” Why can’t
we have groups that unite under one banner as People of
God?After al, aren’t weall Peopleof God?What would be
agood creed, for all human beings? What can all people
believe? Isit possible to get all people to agree on afew



statements, such as:

The earth was created. Humans came into being. Rela-
tionships devel oped among humans and al so between hu-
mans and the earth. Humans formed social groupings for
protection of themselves and for the care of the earth’'s
resources. Human beings and these societies operated on
two levels, cooperation and competition. Cooperation fre-
quently employed the qualities of compassion, understand-
ing, and forgiveness. Competition often used the oppos-
ing qualities of fear, regulations, and retaliation. For opti-
mum benefits, societies act in a spirit of cooperation.

What are sometimes called “natural laws’ seemed to
accompany this creation, these humans, and their social
groups. For instance, if a society over-farmed or over-
irrigated, theearth becamedesert. Attemptsweremadeto
express these laws, or built-in responsesto the creation,
and to describe cause and effect. Group leadership and
guidance became necessary to this societal process and
developed in the areas of politics and religion.

Sensing a guiding spirit behind, within, and beyond
themselves and the creation, humans strove to describe
this spiritual phenomenon as best they could, using hu-
man terms and social understandings. Variety in human
beings, in leaders, and in groups inspired a correspond-
ing variety in governmental forms and religious beliefs.

In observing group actionsin our past history, certain
major “natural laws’ or consequences seem to emerge:

« |f one society or group oppresses another society or group,
the oppressed group causes a disturbance that frequently
overwhelms the oppressor.

« If one society over-uses the goods of the earth at the
expense of the earth or of other groups, the earth reacts to
preserveitsbalance and its existence. Likewise, the group
that is deprived reacts to preserve its existence.

Humans have accepted the ebb and flow of tides, the
law of gravity, and the measure of time. Human beings
must also recognize their duty to care for al other hu-
man beings, and their challenge to protect the earth and
all human beingsfrom excessive militarism. Wemay miss
an opening to greater good for all humanity if we get
stuck in retaliation.

Ethics for A New Millennium

We need arefreshed ethical behavior. Slavery was good
enoughfor Abrahamand ThomasJefferson. Early Mayas
sacrificed thefirst born, the best of the flock, the winner
inthetournament. The Phoenicians, likewise. Accepting
these beliefs, Abraham almost murdered his son.

It's easy to conclude that a vengeful god wants sacri-
fice. Look how we sacrifice our young men today (and
children, too) to the God of War or the God of Revenge
or the God of Political Pride. We call it collateral dam-
age. We tell the people that bombing is ajust and righ-
teous thing to do. Our pseudo-patriotism blinds us.
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What about abortion, prostitution, adultery, abuse? Do
they ever go out of style? They makefor profitablevideo
shows. Along with football and baseball, warfareisused
as entertainment by the media.

Peace is cooperation, not domination. Human beings
are not here to keep the masses of other human beings
quiet, but to enhance all peoples’ lives, and to educate
al peopleto fulfillment.

When viewing the broader problems of the world,
the Israeli claimsto a specific piece of God's earth seem
rather antiquated. There is no foresight in a plan of ac-
tion that claims a piece of earth and then oppresses the
other people who are dwelling in the same area. When
myths about land possession have been told all over the
earth, itisridiculousand selfish to assumethat one group
of people are to be favored.

Some of the ethics of our present societal system are
not logical. Our society has devel oped a strange way of
dealing with a certain subset of society who do things
that are not approved of by other members of society.
We put these imperfect members of society in prison or
refugee camps for a certain length of time, and appoint
overseers (also imperfect members of society) to keep
them “secure,” and expect that to solve our social prob-
lem. It is not a logical solution, especially when other
members of our society who are in leadership positions,
are applauded for retaliating violently, for sending out
bombers, and for enforcing questionable death penalty
legidation. Killing people can’t be very right in some
cases and very wrong in other cases.

Themagjor religions of theworld agree that we should
strive not to harm others, and that terrorism is wrong
whether done by small groups or by governments. Ethi-
cal valueswould have us believe that it is better to save
than to destroy. We are to fulfill one another.

Law Breakers and Human Rights Violators

If someone breaks the law, our society retaliates with
punishment. If thelaw isabad law, we still retaliate. We
don’t consider the needs of the person who istrapped by
thisbad law or bad situation. When terrorists attack, and
we see the results of their confused thinking, we should
resolvenever to doto any other peoplewhat theterrorists
have done. However, when confronted with terrorist
disasters, the first thought seems to be of retaliation.
Thereislittlethought of forgiveness, and innocent bystand-
ersoften get caught in aviolent reaction to terrorist events.

Many believe that the Jewish people have special rights
to the land of Israel. If the myth of the land was told 4000
years before the time of Christ to tribes in America and
India, and all thosetribes have been displaced asnew people
arrived on the scene, then one could conclude that the de-
scendents of the tribe of Judah do not have rights today to



Israel just because such claims were written down in the
time of David. There are those who believein the message
of the Hebrew scriptures as an expression of compassion
and consideration, and one would expect to find such be-
lievers giving support and encouragement to all those oth-
erswho dwell on the earth with them, thus supporting the
human rights of all the peoples of the world. If such were
the case, then the prophecy of peace to God's people who
help the helpless, would become areality.

The ethical values behind the statement of human rights
also carry the idea of the human responsibility to respect
and support the rights of others. Everyone hasthe right to
health care. Ensure health carefor al people! Everyone has
the right to an education. What is preventing us from hel p-
ing these hel pless people? Ensure proper education for hu-
manity! Everyone hastheright to participatein the govern-
ment of his country. Those in authority positions should
listen to those whom they are governing. All the peoplein
each country or organization should be given the right to
vote. Thiswould help to end violence in refugee camps, in
prisons, and in highly charged world situations. What can
be done to help others around the world? L et those who are
suffering under oppressive systemstell us. Ensure partici-
patory government for all!

Why “We” Put People in Prison

We, the el ectorate who el ect those who control the state,
want astatethat iscontrolled to our advantage. Thereare
about two million peopleincarcerated in the prisons and
jails of our country. Just visualize these people for a
moment. It is hard to think about two million people al
at once. Most of them are men. Some are women or teen
agechildren. These peopleare human beings. They have
human rights. How do they relate to the Bill of Rights of
the Constitution of the United States? Children do not
havetheright tovote. Areweto consider prisonersinthe
samecategory aschildren, and thusconcludethat they do
not havethe mental capacity to exercisetherighttovote?

Would you liketo lose your right to vote because you
had a drunk driving charge when you were at the age of
indiscretion? Or lose your right to hold public office? If
you are impacted by a decision, you should have input
on that decision. Give inmates the right to vote!

A series of queries on prisons.

Why dowehaveprisons? Thereare some peoplewho are
adanger tothemselvesor others. Werestrain such people
by placing them under supervision. Prisonisan easy way
to make surethat peoplearenot ableto get out of control.
Do prisons violate human rights in exercising their re-
sponsibility to protect people? Do we run our prisons so
that they respect the human rights of thoseincarcerated?
Do we let money influence the way we run our prisons
and our public schools?1f wisepoliciesaretoo costly, do

wethink only of security and conformingtoregul ations?
Money shouldn’t have to do with adecision.

Human Rights for Those in Prison?

The third paragraph of the Preamble of the Universal
Declarationof Human Rightsagreed uponby TheUnited
NationsGeneral Assembly in1948inorder toencourage
apeaceful world order states, “Whereasit isessential if
man is not to be compelled to have recourse, as a last
resort, to rebellion against tyranny and oppression, that
human rights should be protected by the rule of law.” If
people are oppressed, they are more likely to strike out
with acts of terrorism and violence. Those who desire
order and justice for our society and our world, must
show kindnessand respectto AL L people. Thepreamble
refersto ALL persons; itiscalled The Universal Decla-
ration of Human Rights. Thereforewe can concludethat
theArticlesinthisDeclaration of Human Rightsapply to
those human beings who are held in prisons.

Paragraph 14.1 of the Covenant on Civil and Poaliti-
cal Rightsstatesthat, “ All persons shall be equal before
the courts and tribunals. In the determination of any
crimina charge against him, everyone shall be entitled
to afair and public hearing by a competent, indepen-
dent, and impartial tribunal established by law.”

Areour society and our criminal justice systemsviol at-
ing theinnate rights of human beingswho have broken the
law? Although we would like to deny it, our society has
strong undercurrents of racism. Our judges are mostly
white. Our District Attorneys are mostly white. The nan-
nies who watch our white babies are mostly black. There
are no white nannies watching black children. There are
few black District Attorneys or black judges or black ju-
ries settling on the cases of white drug offenders.

Even if we can ignore these undercurrents of racism,
wewould liketo think that thoseinthe prisonsof the United
States have had their crimes duly processed, but we have
seen in foreign countries such asthe former Soviet Union,
how innocent peoplewereimprisoned and enslaved. In our
country those found guilty of an offense likewise may or
may not be guilty of the crimes for which they are con-
victed. We have seen that even in matters as serious asthe
death pendlty, that approximately half of those so convicted
in the State of Michigan were innocent of the crime that
placed them on death row.

Rule of Law Is Questionable
One interpretation of the term “rule of law” means
bringing our legislation into conformity with the Decla-
ration of Human Rights. We have aright to choose the
kind of law we wish to have rule us.

“Rule of law” is not to be interpreted as the right for
any subset of asociety to make arbitrary regulationsfor
another subset of that society, or for any department of



government, such as the correctional services, to make
arbitrary rules, and insist that these arbitrary rules are
enforceable. Those who are ruled have the right to par-
ticipate in the formation of the rules and regulations put
upon them. If the corrections services statesthat thereis
no timelimit to thelength of sentencethat they can place
aninmatein a Special Housing Unit, they are proposing
arulewhichis highly illegal and against human rights.
Those so placed must be given a say in the making of
such rules and regulations. They must have an under-
standing as to how such confinement is for their own
good and the good of society. Correction officials can
suggest the rules, but those put under these regulations
are to be given the opportunity to discuss and ponder
such ruleswith outside psychiatric, family, and concerned
community help. Many of those so-called offenders are
products of the emptying out of mental institutions. They
were promised funding from the state for help with their
mental problems, but did not receiveit. Being disruptive
prisoners when mishandled, they have been condemned
to questionable Special Housing Units. Their ability to
function successfully in society upon release has been
considerably diminished.

When we consider the family unit today, and admit
their right to make enforceabl e rulesfor within their fami-
lies, we agree that there are situations where those un-
able to defend themselves must be helped by those out-
side the family. Light must be brought to bear on un-
healthy situations and discussion must be held on treat-
ment needed. Society frownson beating children or lock-
ing themin closets.

Likewise, trained and thoughtful oversight is neces-
sary of our criminal justice system. Don't rel easeinmates
with tuberculosis into the general population, as Russia
did recently. Don't release drug addicts into the general
population with out giving appropriate addiction treat-
ment and offender re-entry programs. Sex-offendersneed
special supportive communities rather than notoriety
about their past, in order to encourage them to be law
abiding citizens. Ex-offenders are often traumatized by
their prison experience and need trauma reduction pro-
grams to become functioning members of society.

The Term “Violent”

What isviolence? It isalabel that politicians useto give
statisticsthat frighten their constituents about crime, and
encourage the politician’s re-election. Are we a violent
society, or areweasociety consciously working towards
apeaceful community? Which is more violent, the drug
abuser, or thepoliticianwho doesnot recognizeaddiction
asadiseaseand | egislatesthat drug abusersbegivenlong
prison sentences?

Arewe aviolent or apeaceful people, or isit that we
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have achoiceand can goin either direction? Weall meet
up with conflictsin our lives. We all react with atouch
of violence, but we can seek peace and try to find alter-
natives. When considering politicians who think pun-
ishment is the only way, let’s bless them, and beg them
to have a change of heart. We al dream together of a
brave new world and a society of equality. As long as
there are oppressive structures to control my friend or
my foe, we will not have such arenewed society.

One Enemy Is Depression

Children brought up in congested areas in a city are
subjected to environmental hazards and physical prob-
lemsthat may affect their whole outlook and life. Many
of these problems can be corrected. L ead poisoning due
to excessive automobile emissions and old paint mix-
tures, can cause depression, anemia, and cancer. Some
childhood shots give mercury poisoning which has ner-
vous malfunctions as a side effect. Dydlexia, or other
reading inabilities, can discourage a child in school. He
will lose self-esteem, drop out of school, go onto drugs,
and end up in prison. In prison his problems are still not
recognized, and his abilities are never realized. He may
continue on in alife driven by addiction and violence.

Many of our foods and medicines contribute to fur-
ther depression. We are a prescription driven society. A
large percentage of thosein the United Stateswho suffer
from mental illness and who are treated with prescrip-
tiondrugs, continueonintheir illnesses, while untreated
like-sufferers in the third world countries, treated only
with kindness, recover. If people are to be healed and a
violent world isto become peaceful, we must treat both
with kindness and concern.

The brain, which is a physical and chemical part of
each of us, isatruly remarkable machine. This machine
can be trained by repetition, and shut down by various
actions of ours. Modern brain scanning techniques have
taught us much about the operation of thisimportant part
of our body. Normal behavior for the average person con-
sists of mood swings; if we are feeling down, we wait a
few days, and then we have an upswing. Thisisbecause
of endorphins which are produced by our brain chemis-
try. When a person takes drugs, such as Ritalin, to get a
high or produce proper behavior, the endorphin machine
shuts down. There is no work for it to do. The person
then hasto take more drugsto achieve the desired effect.
It may take ayear for the endorphin machineto get back
into proper running mode, after the person has all such
mood altering drugs taken away from him. This points
out that drug programs should last ayear until the endor-
phins are back to normal. During that year and the years
following, the patient should be supplied with concerned
community after-care.



There is aso the problem of brain-training or positive
thinking that can stimulate natural endorphin production.
Training in ethics should be givenin al our prisons, and in
all our schools. With our judicial misinterpretations of first
amendment rights, we have excluded religiousthinking from
our public school systems, leaving the schoolswith amate-
rialistic and atheistic bent. Tolerance of all faiths should be
taught asabasisfor ethics, rather than exclusion of thewis-
dom that underliesreligious beliefs.

Tolerance and “Fighting” Terrorism
Whenthosewho areangry and deranged, destroy and attack,
taking the lives of innocent people, how ought weto react?
What can we do to recover from such a nightmare of
violence?Thefirst knee-jerk reaction oftenis—find out who
is responsible for this deed, and punish them severely.
Punishment doesnot usually helptosolvetheproblem. Such
areaction merely encourages further terrorism. In order to
make peace out of such disorder, acooler voice of wisdom
might ask, “Why did this happen? Why did they do thisto
our land and people? What did we (or our leaders do) to
deserve such aresponse to our policies?’

Religious organizations recommend compassion and
forgiveness. There was a spontaneous outpouring of help
and compassion from those in the neighborhood of the
New York City disaster. Should Americanshave had more
compassion for people in other countries? Should wein
Americahave been more compassi onate and understand-
ing of the economic problems in other countries? Has
our prosperity been built on resources derived from
poorer countries? Were we compassi onate for those hu-
man beings that our military bombed in Iraq? Should
our government’s policies have supplied true economic
aid to African and South American countries, instead of
loaning money for their leadersto buy guns? Those guns
were used to oppress and control their own people, who
became more impoverished when payments of interest
on this borrowed money fell on their backs.

If we combat terrorism with violence and punishment,
will we become asthe Irish, the Hutus and Tutsis, or the
Palegtiniansand I sraelis? If we use compassion, and work
to understanding, and haveforgiving hearts, will webuild
a better world because of terrorist disasters? What kind
of aworld will we build for the children of the world,
because of terrorist-induced calamities?

Thewar onterrorism may bejust asfutile, expensive,
and lacking in rational psychology as the war on drugs.
Profitsfromillicit drug salesfunded paramilitary groups
in South and Central America, Southeast Asia, and Af-
ghanistan. In May 2001, our government gave $43 mil-
lion to the Taliban because they had practicaly elimi-
nated opium production.

| do not know the answers to my queries. | do not

know what to do about terrorist activity. No one really
knowswhat actionswill makefor apeaceful world. Not
too many people ask why aterrorist hates so violently.
If we understood why they hate, we might be ableto do
something that would lessen that hatred. | do not know
what to do about terrorism, but | can pray, so | pray. |
can pray for our leadersto have wisdom. | can pray for
those we call the enemies. The Christian faith advises,
“Love your enemies, and pray for those who persecute
you.” (Matthew 5:44) This is perhaps the best advice
available.

Taking away human rights from prisoners has not
madethe prisonsany safer. Taking away aperson’srights
tends to make that person depressed and angry. They
are more likely to strike out. Taking away Americans
voting rights as in the last election, did not make us a
happier, freer, more democratic nation. When a people
are denied of their human rights, and have been under
bombing attacks, and don’'t have enough food, it is easy
to listen to terrorists, or to become aterrorist.

Whét is needed for the world is shalom which has
three fairly similar meanings: peace, prosperity, secu-
rity. We want these three things for prisons, for Israel/
Palestine, and for the whole world. Respecting the hu-
man rights of all human beings (inthe prisonsand in the
Palestinian situation and in the greater world) helps to
keep things peaceful. Contentious factions in countries
around the world must striveto be symbols of goodness
for each other.

Communication and Cooperation

Are we evolving to be compassionate and understand-
ing, or are we evolving to make bigger and bigger
weapons and prey off one another? Take alook at what
Americans seem to feel is acceptable in our criminal
justice system. Thereare 6.5 million people confined in
thiscountry; 1.3millionin prison, 620,000inlocal jails,
which makes about 2 million behind bars, and 4 million
on probation or parole. 16% of the paroleeshave psychi-
atric needs. In New York State there are 245 dots for
supportivehousing for psychiatric prisonersreturning to
the street, but 9000 are needed. The majority of Ameri-
cans still believe in the efficacy and propriety of the
death penalty in spite of its racial overtones and the
innocence of some of those receiving it. Many politi-
cians feel it's more important to get elected than to do
justice to a few wrongly accused citizens. Even those
who would not harm an embryo have often no objection
totaking anadult life. Tomany, aninmate’ sfulfilledlife
islessimportant than the life of anon-thinking embryo.
Thinking and teaching about ethical values would help
people to make better decisions. We don’t possess total
truth. Thetruthisalwaysbigger thanweare. If welisten



to each other, we will come closer to the truth.

More Theories

| believe that we should be kind to each other and avoid
asmuchviolenceand punishment aspossible. | believein
human rights. We are all human beings, black people,
white people, Hispanics, men, women, children, prison-
ers, those who guard the prisoners; we are all human
beings, created by the same marvel ous method. We have
all comefromthesameforce. Goback far enough, andwe
are made from star dust!

As we are al human beings, we are al imperfect. |
believe we should be kind to each other, and put up with
each others' imperfections as best we can. When some-
one is down, we should help them to get up. Together,
we make up the human family. In aloving family, when
achild does wrong, do we beat him up, either verbally
or physically, or do we gently teach him constructive
behavior?Which works better with children, punishment,
or an ethical education which leadsto reintegration back
into the family community? As human beings and mem-
bers of the human family, we all have certain rights that
others should respect, and we should respect the rights
of others. We should imitate the ethics of the person Jesus
who proclaimed the Law of Love asthe best way to main-
tain good relationships with others.

Epilogue
They Are To Be Forgiven

The Energy Process

Therearepretty awful storiesout thereabout what people
have doneto people. There are a so positive stories, and
heroes to celebrate. A man named Moses led a people
through awildernessto asafeland. (Isany land safe?) A
couple, Abraham and Sarah, didn’t kill their son. They
chose to think of God as friend rather than as a power
demanding sacrifice.

We can look at the person Jesus as a symbol of what
goodness can be achieved by ahuman being; we can see
Jesus as a symbol of God. The spirit and personality of
Jesusisan example of how aspirit of understanding and
compassion can act in our lives. We can be that spirit of
wisdom for each other. | can try to love and encourage
you, and you can try to (direct, enhance, support, build)
my fulfillment. We both can “do our best” to “build the
earth” andto build the spirit and personality of each other.
But what if we disagree on the way to build? What if
your reality isnot my reality? Do we argue about it? Do
we become violent and accuse, attack, and degrade each
other?

Weareto keepin mind that we are each an expression of
divine wisdom. We are each a“holy temple”’ created by a
master energy. Working together with that energy with con-

tinued support of each other in building the earth in spite of
differences, we will become, we know not what, but it will
surely be more like that great unknown energy.
Evolution of Humanity

Creedsand Mission Statements are types of theoriesthat
are meant to be re-evaluated from timeto time. Theories
may be viable only for a certain period of history. Our
evolutionistheresult of acting on theoriesthat helped us
to survive as a species.

For instance, back in the jungle, if someone attacked
you, you had to beready to counter attack. If you stopped
to reason with the individual, you might not be alive to
produce survivors of whatever peace-keeping tactics had
their place in your jungle community or family. Today,
if someone attacksyou or your nation, thereisan evolu-
tionary built-in desire to retaliate. When someoneisin
trauma mode from terrorism, there is often no time to
think, only time for reaction. When you are a world
leader, you must act quickly. Acting quickly without find-
ing out root causes of violence, can lead to further vio-
lence, and further reactions and retaliation. This can be
seen in several world situations.

Some political leaders do not have a mission state-
ment to guide them. Their belief lies in the strength of
their military equipment. Four thousand yearsago, Psalm
20:7 advised the leaders of that era, “ Trust not in chari-
ots, or in horses, but in the power of Yahweh!” Evolu-
tionary molding is still not overcome, and leaders have
continued to put their trust in weaponry.

The prophet of the Book of Revelation looked for-
ward to atimewhen thisinbred heritage would decrease,
and the people and their leaders would create aweapon-
less future. Revelation 18:13 says that traders will wail
when no one buys horses and chariots. Isaiah 2:4 seesa
world where people beat their swordsinto plough-shares.
In our present day, that could be interpreted as making
tractorsinstead of tanks.

A belief statement describing the attitude of many
world leaders appears to be: Might makes right. An
opposing caution is: Violence breeds violence. A brief
mission statement might be: Have compassion for all
people.

Forgiveness as A Way of Life

Very few peopleunderstand thequality of forgiveness. It
is not something that is derived from our evolutionary
heritage, or isit? What isforgivenessand wherecanit be
seeninactioninour evolution asbeing aquality that will
enabl e the human race to continue to exist?

Humanity might profit by practicing forgiveness. We
should practice forgivenessin our families, in our com-
munities, in our nation, and when disagreeing with our
political leaders.
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